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CHAPTER 1 

How Firm A Foundation… 

 

Methodism on Seattle's Northern Frontier
1
 

“Not all at once will I give thee the Kingdom, but little by little” 

he year was 1890 and a small group of Methodists living in the unincorporated Brooklyn 

area north of Seattle’s Lake Union had begun holding prayer meetings in their homes. Much 

of Brooklyn was woods and small farms. University Way (known to us as “The Ave.”) was little 

more than a cow path. Records are sparse, but the original Methodist families living in this 

pioneer north shore community included Mr. Mrs. Enoch and Cora Breece, Mrs. A. V. Freeman, 

Mrs. J. R. Edwards, and Mrs. S. S. Paysee. Mr. Breece, a deputy Sheriff and later a Seattle police 

officer, was one of the founders of this group and services were often held in his house (the site 

is now the intersection of Campus Parkway and University Way). The pastor of the First 

Methodist Church downtown (Rev. Dr. E. M. Randall) would occasionally “cross the Rubicon” 

(Lake Union) to hold services for the little congregation in the Paysee hotel or the old Latona 

schoolhouse in what is now the Wallingford District. 

In 1891, the Latona Bridge was built (near the site of the present University Bridge) linking 

downtown Seattle with the unincorporated area north of Lake Union. Seattle soon annexed this 

area, moving the city limits out to NE 65
th
 Street, and platted both the Brooklyn addition (now 

the University District) and the Latona addition (now the Wallingford District). At that time, 

Wallingford (the Latona addition) was the center of civilization north of Lake Union. It boasted a 

sawmill, grocery store, dry goods store, post office and the Paysee Hotel. There was a boat dock 

at the foot of Latona Avenue and from there, the steam ferry “Mud Hen” carried the residents 

back and forth across Lake Union to downtown Seattle. 

In 1895, the University of Washington moved from downtown Seattle out to the Brooklyn 

addition. Within a few years, the area became known as the University District and soon rivaled 

                                                
1
 After From Tent to Temple by Eugene Pease, 1959 and earlier U. Temple histories written by Edna Kerr and Warren 

Kraft Sr. (Archive Catalogue # 0.4. 2); the U. Temple history by Fred Lackmann in the 2001 Church Directory, and 

Parish History 1901-1996 by The Committee on History and Archives (Archive Cat. # 0. 4. 8). 
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Wallingford as a desirable residential 

neighborhood. By 1900, the population 

of the U. District was about 400 people, 

not including the University of 

Washington’s 37 professors and 600 

students — most of whom lived in 

downtown Seattle and commuted by 

taking a five-mile electric trolley ride 

over the Latona Bridge or on the ferry 

Mud Hen. As can be seen in this 1901 

view, the U. district streets were dirt and 

the students and professors also walked 

to class on dirt paths through the brush 

between the three buildings on campus. 

Sometime during the year 1900, Mr. Enoch Breece and the other U. District Methodists decided 

that the time was ripe to organize and build a church of their own. In doing this, the congregation 

received considerable encouragement from the pastors of the First Methodist Church in 

downtown Seattle and the Asbury Methodist Church that had recently been built in Wallingford. 

Rev. A. E. Burrows, pastor of Asbury Church, had been holding occasional preaching services in 

U. District homes for several years. According to a brochure in the archives, in 1901 Mr. 

William Frankhauser drove a group of U. District Methodists in his hay wagon to an 

organizational meeting at Asbury Church with the Bishop. The little group soon raised $200 and 

purchased a lot at 42
nd

 and Roosevelt Way. 

In the summer of 1901, they pitched a tent on the property and Rev. Burrows of Asbury Church 

began holding revival services. A membership roll was started and a Sunday school and an 

Epworth League for youth were organized. A Ladies Aid society was organized by Mrs. W. J. 

Gillespie. In September 1901, the Bishop appointed Rev. Rial Benjamin as their first pastor. 

A few months later in December of 1901, papers to legally incorporate the congregation as the 

“University Methodist Episcopal Church of Seattle” were filed with the Secretary of State in 

Olympia.
2
 Thus it was that University Temple first became a legally recognized church — in a 

tent, with 15 families, no money, kitchen chairs to sit on, no electricity — only kerosene lanterns 

for light — and a second-hand pump organ to accompany hymn singing. In bad weather, the 

services were moved to the homes of the members. 

Two of the incorporators were Dr. Thomas H. Kane, president of the University of Washington 

at that time (Kane Hall is named after him), and Dr. Almon H. Fuller, Dean of Engineering. Dr. 

Fuller was a life-long Methodist who later retired to Wesley Gardens in Des Moines, WA where 

                                                
2 See Appendix 1. Also, a framed copy of the original Articles of Incorporation with the signatures of our founding 

members is on display in the archives. 

The U. District ca. 1901, looking east on 41st Street toward 

the UW campus. Photo UT archives 
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he died in 1961. The other founding members listed on the articles of incorporation are: Watson 

Allen, Enoch E. Breece, C. B. Bremiser, Charles W. Davis, Thomas Doubt, D. Frankhauser, J. G. 

Lawrence, W. O. Litchfield , and Joseph Sturgeon. 

The purpose of the new corporation was listed by the state of Washington to be: 

“for the purpose of the promotion, preaching, teaching, and expounding of the 

religion of the true God, in accordance with his revealed will and the law as 

found in the holy scriptures...as well as to borrow money, and issue bonds, notes, 

or other collateral to secure the payment thereof.” 

Unfortunately, the title to the lot at 42nd and Roosevelt 

proved defective, so in 1902 the congregation raised $500 

more and purchased another lot at 42nd and Brooklyn, 

two blocks from the campus. They soon built a small 

wood frame chapel which they rented on weekdays to the 

Seattle Public Library while the University Branch 

Carnegie Library at 50th and Roosevelt was under 

construction. By the end of the 1902 conference year, the 

church had 45 members. 

A sad event in the life of the 

congregation occurred in July of 

1902 when founding member Enoch 

E. Breece, U. Temple’s first Sunday school superintendent and a Seattle 

police officer, was killed in the line of duty attempting to apprehend an 

escaped convict
3
 who had previously taken a Seattle family hostage. Officer 

Breece’s name is listed on the Fallen Hero register maintained by the Seattle 

Police Department and in 1998 he was posthumously awarded the Law 

Enforcement Medal of Honor by the State of Washington. A stained glass 

window in our present sanctuary was dedicated to the memory of Enoch and 

Cora Breece by their children in 1927. It's the first window on your left as 

you enter the sanctuary. Stop and reflect a moment next time you go in. 

By 1905, more and more people were joining University Methodist, as it was now informally 

called, and the growing congregation needed a larger building. In 1907, under the leadership of 

their new minister Rev. W. H. Leech, the congregation secured a $3,000 loan from the 

denomination, purchased an adjacent lot, and built a larger church at a cost of  about $9,000. The 

original chapel remained a separate building. 

                                                
3 The outlaw Harry Tracy, was a member of Butch Cassidy’s “Hole in the Wall” gang. Tracy had recently escaped 

from a federal penitentiary in Oregon, killing three people in the process. 

U. Temple's first church building , 42nd 

and Brooklyn, ca. 1902. Drawing by 

Kathryn Hodges 

Founding member 

Officer Enoch 

Breece ca. 1900. 



From Tent To Temple Chapter. 1. How Firm A Foundation 

 

By 1910, the center of business in the U. District was 42
nd

 street and University Way (“the 

Ave”). University Baptist Church, built in 1904, stood where the former Safeco Insurance 

building is today. University Congregational was at the corner of 43
rd

 and Brooklyn, University 

Presbyterian and Christ 

Episcopal Church were at 

their present locations. 

University Methodist, at 

42
nd

 and Brooklyn 

(pictured here on a church 

post card), had more than 

500 members, and the 

congregation was able to 

build a parsonage for their 

minister (Rev. J. M. 

Canse) next door. The 

church’s slogan on the 

back of the postcard reads 

 

“Great Music, Gospel Preaching, Live Youth!” 

 

It was a winning combination. People flocked to worship at University Methodist and within 10 

years, membership had nearly doubled. 

 

A Growing Congregation’s Ambitious Plans 

y 1917, additional Sunday school rooms and pews had to be added to house the steadily 

growing congregation. Under the leadership of Pastor A. H. Lathrop, the little chapel was 

remodeled and joined to the main building at a cost of about $11,000. The spire atop the tower 

was replaced with a rotating lighted cross, visible for miles — the gift of Mr. Howard Dent who 

remained an active member of U. Temple into the 1950’s. University Methodist soon became 

known in the district as “The Church of the Revolving Cross.” 

 

 

B 
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The following summary prepared by the PNW Conference
4
 in 1936 tells an interesting story 

about membership growth. The Sunday school figures include adult church members 

Year  Pastor Members Sunday school Pastor’s salary (annual) 

1902 R. Benjamin 45 50 $561 

1903 Wm. H. Leech 92 109 $747 

1908 J. M. Canse 378 342 $2,250 

1911 E. M. Hill 500 459 $2,697 

1915 C. A. Bowen 570 643 $3,099 

1918 A. H. Lathrop 701 648 $3,256 

1920 Arch Tremayne 863 807 $3,654 

1924 J. E. Crowther 1,276 1,214 $6,981 

 

University Methodist continued to prosper, and it became obvious that a vastly larger building 

would soon be needed to house the ever-expanding congregation. In 1920, during the ministry of 

Rev. Arch Tremayne, the Methodist Board of Home Missions and Church Extension paid 

$50,000 to purchase U. Temple's present site, a block-long strip of land along 15th Avenue NE, 

between NE 42nd and 43rd Streets and directly across from the UW campus. The Board donated 

the northern two-thirds of the property to the University Methodist congregation as the site for 

the new church they needed, and the southern one-third to Wesley Foundation. The tract 

contained several private homes and in 1921 the three houses at the south end of the property 

were remodeled into one building to form Wesley House, a home for the U. W. student ministry. 

 

“I Will Build My Church”
5
 

n September 1923 Dr. James E. Crowther, known as a strong leader and a spellbinding 

preacher, was appointed pastor of University Methodist for the express purpose of leading the 

effort to build a new church. Dr. Crowther was also well known as the author, producer and 

director of a spectacular 3-hour religious pageant, The Wayfarer, that had first been staged in 

Columbus, Ohio in 1919 to celebrate the centenary of American Methodist Missions. This 24-

day Methodist World’s Fair featured international pavilions, live ethnographic exhibits, exhibits 

demonstrating the latest technology for churches, and even a midway with a Ferris wheel and 

Methodist restaurants. In the stadium, Methodist cowboys rode bucking broncos and audiences 

                                                
4
 Compiled from Primitive Religions to the University Temple: A Synopsis of Basic Facts Necessary for an 

Intelligent Working Knowledge of the Methodist Episcopal Church in General and the University Temple in 

Particular and Their Places in the Development of the Christian Religion by Rev. J. M. Weaver, Pacific N.W. 

Conference, March 1936 (U. Temple Archives). 

 
5  From  Matthew 16:18 “...and on this rock I will build my church.”  

I 
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could watch silent movies on a 10-story motion picture screen. Thousands of people packed the 

stadium to attend daily performances of Crowther’s Wayfarer. The pageant employed 3,000 

professional and volunteer performers including 1,500 actors, a thousand voice chorus, and a 75-

piece orchestra made up of musicians from the Cincinnati Symphony. Crowther’s pageant was so 

popular that people lined up at five in the morning to buy tickets for the evening performances. 

The Wayfarer received excellent reviews and in 1920 also played for six weeks at Madison 

Square Garden in New York City. After Dr. Crowther came to U. Temple in 1923, The Wayfarer 

was performed several more times at the University of Washington to benefit the Associated 

Students of the University of Washington and help fund the construction of a new football 

stadium. At the time, Wayfarer was the largest extravaganza ever produced in the Pacific 

Northwest. Upwards of 200,000 people attended these performances and almost overnight, 

Seattle became the “Oberammergau” of the Pacific Northwest.
6
 

Under Dr. Crowther's leadership, and with the 

slogan “I Will Build My Church,” [Matthew 

16:18] a planning and fund-raising campaign 

was immediately started to build the cathedral 

church that we occupy today. John Graham, a 

renowned Seattle architect who had created 

several other churches in the city (e.g. 

Plymouth Congregational Church downtown 

and University Christian Church), designed a 

soaring neo-Gothic sanctuary that would seat 

1,200 and harmonize with the new buildings 

being erected on the UW campus at that time. 

His design followed the historic traditions of 

the Christian church and featured a narthex 

(room where the congregation gathers prior to 

the worship), sacristy (room devoted to 

preparations for communion), a sanctuary with 

a divided chancel (ideal for antiphonal 

singing) and a reredros with sanctuary lamps 

(the wooden screen behind the altar with four 

lights that when lit symbolize the presence of 

God). 

An abundance of stained glass windows and a quality pipe organ were considered indispensible. 

The windows were designed and constructed by the Hungarian-born stained-glass artist Anton 

Geza Rez (cf. Appendix 1). The organ was designed and installed by the Kimball Organ Co. of 

                                                
6  Pictures and copies of the script and the musical score of “The Wayfarer” are on file in the church archives. 

U. Temple shortly after completion, ca. 1928.  Photo 

courtesy Museum of History and Industry, used by 

permission. 
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Chicago at a cost of $37,000. With 3,000 pipes and 114 stops, it was the largest pipe organ in the 

Seattle area. 

The cost, including the church, its site and equipment, was about $350,000. Pledges from the 

1,800 members totaled $180,000. Bonds were floated to finance most of the rest. 

Construction began in 1926, and on Sunday, October 16, 1927, after worshiping for the last time 

in their Brooklyn Avenue church, the congregation processed the three blocks to their new 

church and consecrated the beautiful new Sanctuary. In the dedicatory program, Dr. Crowther 

wrote: 

The whole community gave its best energies that this house of God might be worthy of 

its high purpose. They built not for themselves alone, but also for posterity. Their names 

may someday be forgotten, but their lives are forever enshrined in the works of their 

hands; an inspiration to generations yet unborn. Their devotion provided a Temple for 

the finest of fine arts: the art of divine worship. 

This is a house of prayer dedicated to God. It is designed to quicken spiritual devotion 

through the influence of strength, symmetry and beauty. It has depth and distance, light 

and shadow, hospitable welcome and dreamy mysticism, all conspiring to foster 

reverence and the sense of Divine presence. It is a sanctuary, a refuge from the storms 

of life, ‘as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land,’ a place of rest for all people. 

Dr. Crowther immediately advocated naming the new church “University Temple,” pointing out 

the similarity between the Israelites of the Old Testament and the University Methodist 

congregation, both of whom had progressed from a tent to a temple of worship. He wrote that the 

change 

... perpetuates a name that is associated with every world religion, chiefly that 

from which Christianity emerged. 

The Official Board agreed and in 1928, unanimously approved the new name. In a classic case of 

better-late-than-never, the amended articles of incorporation legally changing our name to 

University Methodist Temple were belatedly filed with the Secretary of State in 1954. 

All told, the old church and parsonage on Brooklyn Avenue had served U. District Methodists 

for 20 years (1907-1927). Some of the members’ names during those years are still familiar to 

us: Viola Bird, Cecil and Grace Bullock, Warren Kraft Sr., Warren Kraft Jr. (then a toddler), Dr. 

Norman Hayner, and Gwen Mallett. 

Both properties were sold in 1928 (for $35,000) to help pay for the construction of U. Temple. 

However, the church building and the parsonage next door still stand. The next time you're in the 

University District, look at the house at 4138 Brooklyn Ave. N.E. It’s our first parsonage — built 

in 1910 and valued at $3,000 when new. Our former Brooklyn Avenue church is right next door. 
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It is now over 100 years old and has served the congregations of several denominations over the 

years. Since 1992, it has been the home of The Vineyard Christian Fellowship. 

 
 

A Walk Through God’s House 
By Norman Miller 

I was glad when they said unto me: ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.’ [Psalm 122] 

 

e at University Temple are blessed with a church building that was designed to 

immediately call our attention to God. On entering the church it is easy to focus on 

spiritual things. We see before us the beautiful windows and Christ triumphant. We see the cross 

upon the altar and know that we are in the presence of the Most High and not in just a building. 

Just to enter this church and look around is to receive a blessing. We are the beneficiaries of a 

minister (the late Dr. James Crowther) with vision and a deep sense of the historic traditions of 

the Christian Church and an architect (the late John Graham) who could convert these visions 

into a building worthy of consecration to God. Our church is truly a House of God and its very 

structure is an act of praise and worship. Let us take a “Walk through God's House” to acquaint 

ourselves with the form and structure of U. Temple and the symbolism and historical importance 

of all of the parts of this wonderful building. It should be emphasized that when we enter the 

church we walk UP the aisle and not down the aisle to the altar! 

Narthex. Let us begin our journey in the space we call the narthex. The narthex is the entry hall 

of the church. It is the area where the people gather on arriving at the church or linger to greet 

the minister after the service of worship. This is the section of the early church where the 

catechumens waited during the celebration of Holy Communion. Narthex is derived from the 

Greek word for reed. The name stems from the practice in the early church of making a screen 

out of reeds to separate the sanctuary from the vestibule. 

Nave. The nave is the body of the church in which the congregation is seated. The term derives 

from the Latin word navis, which means ship. The use of the ship to symbolize the church has 

been used in sacred art for centuries and probably stems from the Apostolic Constitution in 

which the president of the Eucharistic assembly (the pastor) was likened to the captain of a ship 

when he called the congregation together for worship. Also, the early form of the church, the 

basilica, resembled a ship. Hence, the term nave was applied to the body of the church where the 

congregation is seated. 

Chancel. The chancel is the area in which the pulpit, lectern, and communion rail are placed. It 

is the area in which the clergy move and preside over the service of worship. In U. Temple, the 

W 
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chancel area also includes the choir stalls and the baptismal font. The font is at the entrance to 

the Sanctuary because baptism is the entry point for people joining the church.  

Sanctuary. The sanctuary is the part of the church where the altar or communion table is 

located. This is the focal point of the church, the “Holy of Holies.” The sanctuary is located at 

the end of the church and is the point at which we fix our attention during the worship service. 

The area is properly reserved for the administration of the Sacrament of Holy communion. It is 

the proper place for the presentation of our gifts. It is also the appropriate place for blessing of a 

marriage. It is somewhat ironic that liturgical reforms have now rendered the fixed altar at the 

end of the church obsolete. Holy Communion is no longer celebrated at the altar by pastors with 

their backs to the congregation in most churches. Rather the communion “table” has been 

restored to its proper place in front of the congregation. 

Choir. The choir, as the name implies, is the area of the church where the choir is seated. U. 

Temple has a divided chancel, the choir stalls are placed on either side of the aisle leading to the 

altar. This arrangement of the choir goes back to medieval times when the monks assembled to 

chant the monastic offices and is ideally suited for antiphonal singing. 

Sacristy. The last space to be visited on our journey is the sacristy. This is a "work room" in the 

church. It is where the preparations are made for Holy Communion, where the paraments and 

altar candles are stored, and a place for the vestments. We are fortunate to have a well-appointed 

and outfitted sacristy. While the room is also used for storage, it is well suited for its primary 

purpose of supporting the worship services of the church. The sacristy is also used at weddings 

for the groom and groomsmen to stay prior to the wedding ceremony.  

Altar Paraments. When the church was completed in 1927, the “high” altar in the sanctuary 

was not vested ( i.e., not draped with cloth). A silver cross and two candlesticks rested on a bare 

marble top. The altar cross had been a gift to Dr. Crowther from his congregation in 

Pennsylvania, and in 1929, when he was transferred from U. Temple to Grace Methodist Church 

in St. Louis, he took the cross with him. The present large brass cross was given as a replacement 

and the name of the donor was emblazoned in gold letters across the front of the altar. In 1961, 

Rev. Mina Malek
7
, a retired Methodist minister and member of the worship commission, noticed 

this and felt that it was inappropriate. She undertook the task of making frontals both for the altar 

in the church and in the chapel. She also made four sets of pulpit and lectern hangings and 

bookmarks in the liturgical colors of the Christian year and provided white “Fair Linens” for 

both the chapel and church altars. The new paraments added greatly to the worship experience. 

One thing remained to improve the high altar in the church. In 1961, Norman Miller suggested to 

                                                
7  Rev. Mina Malek (1885-1964), a retired Methodist minister and early missionary to Africa, was the second 
woman to be ordained in the Methodist Church. In 1911 she went to Tanganyika and served many years as a 

medical missionary. She retired in 1947, joined University Temple and made eight sets of beautifully embroidered 

paraments that continue to grace the chancel and the chapel. Following her death in 1964, the Mina Malek Chancel 

Guild was formed “to carry on the work to which the Reverend Mina Malek had devoted so many hours.” The 

charter members of that guild included Phyllis Lorenzen, Pearl Figgins, and Jean Reis. 
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Dr. Corson that we should replace the two small candlesticks with six “office” lights. Dr. Corson 

agreed and Miller donated a set of six altar candles to replace the two communion candles. This 

greatly enhanced the worship atmosphere and complemented the new altar paraments. 

Communion Table. In the early 1960s, the way in which the communion service was celebrated 

in both Catholic and Protestant churches was changed to require the pastor to face the 

congregation. Since it was impossible to move the altar, a communion table was needed to allow 

the pastor to face the congregation during the sacrament. Norman Miller provided a suitable 

design and Jack Streckenbach took the design and made our present beautiful wooden table that 

can be moved to the front of the chancel for the service of communion. The five brass crosses 

inlayed in the top symbolize the five wounds of Christ. 

At about this time, the method of serving communion was also changed and the people now 

came forward and received the bread and dipped it into the cup (intinction). To facilitate this, 

Barbara Momeyer gave a set of ceramic communion ware with two patens (bread plates) and 

four chalices. This allowed two stations at the front of the chancel for the distribution of the 

elements. During Dr. Eslinger’s pastorate (1987-1992), liturgical artist Mary Boyd
8
 was 

commissioned to design a frontal for the communion table. In 1989, The Temple Quilters made 

the first frontal for the table using Boyd’s “Tree of Life” design. It is based on text in the Book 

of Revelation which proclaimed that in the New Jerusalem there shall grow the tree of life whose 

leaves will be for the healing of the nations [Rev. 22:2]. In subsequent years, the Quilters made 

Boyd-designed frontals for Advent/Epiphany, Lent, and Kingdom tide. 

During Dr. Corson’s pastorate (1961-1967), the front row of pews was removed and a new 

communion rail and kneeler was installed on either side of the center aisle. This permitted more 

communicants to be served at one time when individual communion glasses were used. 

Wesley Communion Cup. When John Wesley visited St. George’s Church in Philadelphia 

during his trip to America, he was so impressed with the church and its worship style that upon 

his return to England in 1738, he sent them a communion chalice and paten. At the 150th 

anniversary of St. George’s, silver copies of the Wesley Chalice were made and Norman Miller 

obtained one for University Temple. This chalice was first used for the Jurisdictional Conference 

held at University Temple in 1972. It is now used only on special occasions. 

Altar Guild. To assist in the support of the new paraments and altar candles, an Altar Guild was 

formed. Kathleen Hyldon organized a group of eight ladies to tend to the altar. Two ladies each 

week in turn saw that the proper color paraments were installed and that the candles were 

trimmed and ready for lighting. They also cleaned the altar each week and saw that the altar 

flowers were properly arranged. The work of the guild has continued with different members as 

time has gone by. 

                                                
8  Now Rev. Dr. Mary Boyd, she became senior minister of U. Temple in 2007. 
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Acolytes. Following the addition of new paraments and altar candles, Norman Miller recruited 

and trained a group of young men to serve as acolytes. Two served each Sunday to light and 

extinguish the altar candles and to receive the offering from the ushers and place it on the altar. 

They also assisted the clergy at baptisms and communion as needed. The acolytes wore black 

cassocks with a white cotta. After young women began serving as acolytes, the vestment was 

changed to a white alb. A training manual was written and published and a training film was 

made. Both the manual and the training film have been distributed nationwide. Later on, Wayne 

Smith supervised the Acolyte program for a number of years, as did John Campbell. 

Tower Lighting. In the early 1980’s it was suggested that we somehow light the tower on the 

east side of the church to make it stand out at night. Maribel Gertis provided funds for spotlights 

mounted on the roof to shine on the tower. Arrangements were made with Seattle City Light to 

provide a light on a pole across 15th Avenue from the church to shine on the east side of the 

tower. The tower is regularly illuminated each evening. 

The Symbolism of the Altar. When the altar is covered with cloths, it is said to be “vested.” A 

properly vested altar will have three cloths on it. A coarse material cloth will be placed on the 

top of the altar as protection for the top of the altar. This cloth is called a “cerecloth.” Over the 

cerecloth will be placed a cover of decorative material which may be richly embroidered and 

decorated with symbols. The material is usually in one of the liturgical colors. If the cover is 

over the entire altar and reaches to the floor, it is called a frontal. If the cover only hangs over the 

front edge of the altar, it is called a superfrontal. We have superfrontals in the seasonal colors for 

the altar and we have seasonal frontals for the communion table. The top most covering of the 

altar is a white linen cloth. This is called a “fair linen” and is made of a single piece of high 

quality linen. The fair linen hangs over each end of the altar. The name fair linen goes back to 

the instructions given by Moses to the women to make “fair linen for the tabernacle of the Lord.” 

It is also symbolic of the linen cloth in which Christ's body was wrapped when He was placed in 

the tomb. 

The Story of the Candles. Candles were first used in the church for the purely utilitarian 

purpose of providing light. Today, they are largely symbolic. Candles are not used for decorative 

purposes; therefore if candles are placed on the altar they should be lighted. The lighted candles 

on the altar symbolize Christ as the “Light of the World.” The number of candles used on the 

altar depends on the size of the altar and the size of the church. There should always be a 

minimum of two candles on the altar. Two candles on the altar are called “Gospel Lights” and 

symbolize the human and divine nature of Christ. It should be noted that candles are always 

referred to as “lights.” When six candles are used, three on each side of the cross, they are called 

“office lights” and are to be lighted for all types of services. The term “office lights” derives 

from their use during the canonical offices (services), Matins, Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, 

Vespers, and Compline. It was customary during these services to light the six candles, but to 

leave the two sacramental candles unlighted. When the Lord's Supper was celebrated, the office 

lights as well as the sacramental lights were lighted. The symbolism of the six candles has 
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several interpretations. The six candles are symbolic of the six days of creation as the cross 

signifies the day of redemption. The six candles also signify the six attributes of the Creator: 

wisdom, majesty, power, love, mercy, and justice. The three candles on either side of the cross 

are also symbolic of the Holy Trinity. Perhaps the most important significance of the six office 

lights is that our worship is never perfect. The number six was considered by the ancients as an 

imperfect number, being one less than the perfect number seven. The six office lights are a 

reminder of our own spiritual imperfection, while the cross gives a promise of redemption in 

spite of our own shortcomings. 

The lighting of the candles is a “housekeeping” function and there is no spiritual significance to 

it. The candles should be lighted before the service begins and extinguished when it ends. 

However, the order of lighting of the candles is significant. The ones nearest to the cross are 

lighted first and then you light progressively outward. Candles are extinguished in reverse order, 

The furthest out is extinguished first and you progress inward. The last candle extinguished was 

the first candle lighted. 

The Paschal Candle. The Paschal Candle dates back to the 5th century and is symbolic of the 

triumph of the Resurrected Christ over Darkness. The Paschal Candle is lighted each Sunday 

during the Season of Eastertide (Easter to Pentecost). It is also lighted at Baptisms as a symbol of 

a New Life in Christ and at funerals and memorial services to remind us of the resurrection that 

awaits us, and the Triumph of Christ over Death. 

Sanctuary Lamps. In some churches you will see a red light in the Sanctuary that is left on all 

of the time. We have four red lights that are above the altar in the reredos that are turned on 

when the altar is lighted. These lights symbolize the Four Gospels and in some way can be 

considered as Sanctuary Lamps. 

Paraments. Upon entering the church you notice that the pulpit and lectern, as well as the altar 

have been “vested.” That is they have cloth hangings on them. We have spoken previously about 

the significance of the cloths that are placed on the altar and communion table. To complement 

the superfrontal on the altar, similar antependia is placed on the pulpit and lectern. The pulpit 

hanging is primarily decorative and adds the seasonal color to the dark wood. There are two 

book markers placed on the lectern. Properly, they should be used to mark readings from the 

Bible. However that becomes awkward and they are generally placed beneath the bible. You will 

note that the lectern hangings are not even. The hanging on the right hand side hangs lower than 

the one on the left hand side. This is not sloppy housekeeping, but is symbolic. The marker on 

the right denotes the Gospel and the further revelation of God's word. Hence it is longer and 

“reveals” more of itself to denote its place as marking the gospel lessons. 
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The Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows
9
 

By David Van Zandt 

he crowning glory of the new 1927 University Temple Methodist Church was a series of 

stained glass windows by the Hungarian-born artist Anton Geza Rez
10

. Rez also designed 

the stained glass windows of University Christian Church, which was built just a year later in 

1928. Working closely with Pastor Dr. James E. Crowther, Rez used 20,000 pieces of English 

cathedral glass to produce his masterpiece for University Temple. Six stained-glass windows rise 

on each side of the sanctuary (nave) portraying the life of Christ. In the balcony is the beautiful 

“Sermon on the Mount.” The children’s window, “All Things Bright and Beautiful,” graces the 

Narthex. And in front of the Sanctuary, over the altar, is the glorious three-segment stained-glass 

window called “The Golden Age.” It takes the visitor some moments of reflection to realize that 

there is more to this window than meets the eye — something beyond the colors, the beauty and 

craftsmanship. 

“The Golden Age” window, with its magnificent central 

figure of Christ portrayed against, but not nailed to, the 

cross clearly conveys more than standard Bible stories. In 

the left and right windows throngs of peoples from East 

and West are depicted coming to Christ, carrying flags 

and banners of their nations. National flags in a church's 

stained-glass windows? What kind of symbolism is this? 

And below the figure of Christ, a broken cannon and 

various weapons of war litter the field. What is going on?  

As mentioned, Dr. Crowther was author and producer of 

an epic religious pageant The Wayfarer, at the time, the 

largest extravaganza ever produced in the Pacific 

Northwest. The Wayfarer had a profound influence on the 

design of University Temple. Perhaps Dr. Crowther 

thought of his parishioners as wayfarers, who would be 

comforted and strengthened by episodes from the life of 

Christ illuminating the sanctuary. 

“Wayfarer” is the main character in the pageant. As he 

stands on a battlefield after World War I, he is confused 

and bewildered that God would allow such a thing to happen. When he cries out to God in 

                                                
9 After A History of the Stained Glass Windows of University Temple Methodist Church, 1995 (Archive Cat. No.  0. 

4. 14). 

10 See Appendix 2 for more information on Anton Geza Rez. He was an interesting man.  

T 

The Sanctuary "Golden Age" stained 

glass window centered above the Altar. 
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denunciation, an angel appears to him. Then, in a series of episodes, the angel carries Wayfarer 

back through time, to witness first-hand the life of Jesus Christ.  

As the pageant unfolds, Wayfarer finds himself present at the birth of the Savior, present with the 

shepherds abiding in the fields, and present through the various triumphs and trials of Christ, 

until the crucifixion and resurrection. In the end, Wayfarer's faith and spirit are restored, and he 

commissions himself to take up the cross and spread the Gospel throughout the world. And so it 

is that the 12 stained-glass windows rising along each side of the Sanctuary (Nave) portray the 

extraordinary life of Jesus Christ, from birth to death and resurrection. 

The three-segment “Golden Age” window over the altar is based on the last scene of the pageant, 

“The Parade of Nations” in which people of all nations come to Christ. Dr. Crowther, a 

participant in his own pageant, can be seen among the crowd in the west with a Bible held under 

one arm and the other raised in salute to Christ. The figure just above Crowther strongly 

resembles U. Temple architect John Graham.  

The stained-glass windows in the sanctuary can be admired intrinsically for their colors, beauty 

and craftsmanship, but the story of “The Wayfarer” gives them an extra-special uniqueness.  

The Golden Age window was donated by the children of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver W. Fischer in 

memory of their parents. The Fisher family founded a Seattle business empire that included the 

Fisher Flour Mills and the Fischer Broadcasting Co., owners of KOMO radio and TV.  

The Twelve Side Windows. 

1. The Nativity: Luke 2:6. Donated by Dr. and Mrs. Lyle Spencer in memory of Barbara Spencer. 

Dr. Spencer was president of the University of Washington in 1927 and a personal friend of Dr. 

Crowther. 

2. The Shepherds: Luke 2:10. Donated by Mr. and Mrs. William Hopping in memory of Rachael 

Hopping. 

3. The Wise Men: Matthew 2:1. Donated by Frederick Gieseker and daughter in memory of 

Elizabeth Gieseker. 

4. Christ In The Temple: Luke 2: 48. Donated by Mrs. T. A. Lavake in memory of her husband 

Harold Lavake. 

5. Jesus Blessing The Little Children: Luke 18:16. Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Browning 

in memory of their parents: Mr. & Mrs. William S. Browning, and Mr. & Mrs. Griffeth Owens, 

who had died in the great flu epidemic of 1918. Arthur and Ruth Browning became members of 

U. Temple after their marriage in 1923 and were active in Sunday school, choir, and ushering. 

Arthur Browning was a traveling salesman. He died in the 1940's, and Ruth died in 1982. 
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Arthur’s grandfather and namesake, Rev. Arthur Browning, was a Methodist circuit rider in 

Canada during the Alaska Gold Rush ministering to the miners on the Caribou trail. He founded 

the first Methodist church in Nanaimo, B.C. 

6. The Good Shepherd. John 10:14. Donated by Rev. and Mrs. J. Willard Miller in memory of 

Marjorie M. Wickersheim. Rev. Miller was a distinguished Methodist Minister in the Seattle 

area. 

7. The Light Of The World. John 8:12, Rev. 3:20. Donated by Mrs. J. Charles Rathburn and Mrs. 

J. L. Randales in memory of their parents, founding members Mr. and Mrs. Enoch Breece. Mr. 

Breece was a Seattle police officer and U. Temple’s first Sunday school superintendent. He was 

killed in the line of duty in 1902 by an escaped convict, a member of Butch Cassidy’s “Hole in 

the Wall” gang. Mrs. Rathburn was the original owner of the property where U. Temple now 

stands. 

8. The Triumphal Entry. John 12:12. Donated by Wilbur J. Kahle in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 

John D. Kale. The Kale family owned Crescent Manufacturing in Seattle. 

9. Gethsemane: Mathew 26:39. Donated by Joseph L. Grandey in memory of his wife Myrtle 

Tracey Grandey who tragically died the year U. Temple was under construction. Mr. Grandey 

was a contractor and built many of the houses around Green Lake in those years. 

10. Calvary: Matthew 20:17. Donated anonymously in memory of Mary J. Cayhill and Jennie P. 

Fulton. Mary and Jennie Fulton were mother and daughter and both were exceptionally active in 

U. Temple in the 1920s and 1930s. Jennie’s son, Father Joseph Fulton, served at Blessed 

Sacrament Catholic Church in the U. District from 1966-1974 and preached at U. Temple on 

many occasions. 

11. The Resurrection: Luke 24:4. Donated by Mr. and Mrs. John W. Marlatt, in memory of Mrs. 

Fannie G. Marlatt. The Marlatt family owned a bakery on “The Ave.,” at the time one of the 

largest on the west coast. 

12. The Great Commission: Mark 16:14. Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Rolland H. Denny in memory 

of Seattle pioneer, Arthur A. Denny. Rolland Denny, a prominent local banker, was the eldest 

son of  Arthur Denny. 

Narthex and Balcony Windows: 

Narthex. The Christ Child. Donated in memory of Gordon Gowman by Mr. and Mrs. T. H. 

Gowman. The family owned the Gowman Hotel, a 1920s Seattle landmark 

The West Balcony. The Sermon On The Mount. Dedicated to Miss Sarah Crowther (Dr. 

Crowther’s sister) by her brothers and sisters. 
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A Block-Long Methodist Presence… 

The New Education Wing 

ven before Dr. Crowther's pastorate had ended, the congregation had envisioned an 

Education Wing and chapel that might someday be added to the north end of the building 

(visible here after completion, ca. 

1957). The enlarged Temple, 

together with Wesley House to the 

south, would provide a block-long 

Methodist presence across the street 

from the University of Washington. 

A “Temple Future Fund” to finance 

such a project was first started 

during the ministry of Dr. James 

Brett Kenna (1937-44). After Dr. 

Cecil Ristow became senior pastor 

in 1945, the Temple Future Fund 

grew rapidly and in 1953, planning for 

the long-awaited Education Wing began in earnest. 

The building committee for the education wing (and Crowther Hall improvements) included 

many names still familiar to us: Will and Marie Sander, G. J. Villesvik, Ralph Smith, Herb 

Edwards, Eugene Bell, Merrill Stover, Eugene Pease, Amy Hall, Ella Magee, Cecil Ristow, Janet 

Davenny, Erma Stone, and Pansy Bartell (of Bartell drug stores). 

When land for the Temple was purchased by the conference in 1920, there were several private 

homes on the property. In 1921, three homes on the south were remodeled and joined together to 

create Wesley House. A small house on the north end, called the “Cottage,” remained. It had 

been the home of Mr. and Mrs. Watson Allen, charter members of the original University 

Methodist church on Brooklyn Avenue. After the construction of U. Temple in 1927, the Cottage 

had been used as a residence for associate pastor Rev. Paul Green, for Sunday School classes, 

and by the University Branch YWCA. Now, the space was needed for the Education Wing, so 

the cottage was sold and moved by its new owner to Beacon Hill, where it still stands. 

Ground for the construction of the Education Wing was broken on March 20, 1955. 

Many people have yearned to see this day, Dr. Ristow said at the ground-breaking 

service. Grant that the building which will rise on the ground we now break will be a 

place where children shall learn their first lessons of truth and wisdom. 

E 

A block-long Methodist presence. Wesley House and U. 

Temple with its newly completed education wing, ca. 1957. 
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On April 8, 1956, the cornerstone for the new Education Wing was placed. It contains the names 

of every member of the congregation, names of children present at Sunday school on Palm 

Sunday (two weeks earlier), copies of the current financial report, and brochures about the 

church and the building campaign. 

Construction of the Education Wing and chapel was completed just over a year later, at a cost of 

about $380,000. The dream of a block-long Methodist presence had been realized. Bishop A. 

Raymond Grant presided at the service of consecration held July 1, 1956 — 55 years after the 

original University Methodist Episcopal Church of Seattle had been organized in a tent in 1901. 

The debt on the Education Wing was paid off in about 12 years, and the mortgage was burned in 

a ceremony on May 18, 1969. 

 

Sander Memorial Chapel 
By Norman Miller 

he four-story Education Wing addition included Sander Memorial Chapel, a gift of U. 

Temple member  William E. Sander, which greatly increased the space available for church 

activities. As originally designed, Sander Chapel was quite conventional with the altar on the 

east wall, a pulpit on the left side of the nave and a lectern on the right side. A communion rail 

with gates was placed two steps below the altar. The altar had a brass cross and two candlesticks 

on either side. On the south wall was a large window that looked into a nursery room. Parents 

with small children could sit in the nursery and still take part in the service. The pews in the nave 

were fixed in place and the floor was a linoleum tile. The chapel was generally open during the 

day for prayer and meditation. This led to some problems from time to time. During the mid 60’s 

thieves made off with the altar cross and the two candlesticks. Norman Miller suggested to Dr. 

Corson that we get a wall mounted cross. He agreed, and a brass wall-mounted cross was 

obtained. To make it stand out from the light toned wall, Miller mounted the cross on a darker 

wood background. New candlesticks were obtained, and the chapel was once again in shape for 

services. In the 1960s, 8:30 and 9:30 am services were held and in the 1970s, a very popular 

contemporary service was added. During the early years of Rev. Finkbeiner’s pastorate (1973-

1984), the chapel was used for an early morning communion service each Sunday. 

In the late 1970’s, the use of the chapel began to decline. It was decided to remodel the chapel, 

remove the windows to the nursery room, and convert that space into a formal library. This 

provided a flat wall along the south side of the chapel. Richard and Betty Blakney had found 

some small banners during a trip to China and these were displayed along this wall. There 

eventually were three sets of banners. A five-banner set depicted Holy Week, another five 

depicted Advent and another set pictured the ministry of Jesus. 

T 
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In the early 1980s, the chapel was rented out to a Korean congregation for several years while 

they were building a church of their own. 

During the early years of Dr. Eslinger’s pastorate (1987-1992), a group of members wanted to 

have a less formal service and were interested in a service in the round. It was decided to remove 

the pews and replace them with chairs. A campaign was started and funds were raised to procure 

125 chairs. The pews were removed and sold to another church. In the process it was discovered 

that the floor covering contained asbestos and needed to be replaced. Maribel Gertis provided 

funds to replace the asbestos tile with the present stone tile. Norman Miller measured the space 

and found that by removing the communion rail and platform, the room was a square 35 feet by 

35 feet. This would make it ideal for a “service in the round”. It was agreed to remodel the 

chapel and remove the communion rail, pulpit and lectern and install the stone tile floor. To 

complement the service in the round, Miller designed an octagonal communion table that could 

be located in the center of the space when needed. The furniture company that made the chairs 

also made the communion table to match the chairs. The remodeled Chapel was re-consecrated 

following the completion of the work. The artwork that was on the original pulpit was saved and 

mounted on the wall space to the right of the altar in memory of the original donor. The resultant 

changes in the chapel floor and space made it a very flexible room and an ideal worship space. 

One thing remained to be done to improve the chapel, and that was to replace the organ. When 

the chapel was built, there was not enough money to buy a pipe organ. Someone suggested that 

the church get an electric organ for the chapel. U. Temple organist Prof. Walter Eichinger 

emphatically stated that in no way would they put an “appliance” in the chapel. Prof. Eichinger 

was a good friend of Sandy Balcom of Balcom and Vaughn Pipe Organs, and spoke with him 

about the need for an organ in the chapel. Sandy had a small organ in his home that he was 

willing to sell. Prof. Eichinger donated this pipe organ to the church. The console was in a small 

pit in the northeast corner of the chapel and the pipe work was in a chamber in the upper ceiling 

of the chapel. As time went on the organ began to need more repair work and organist David di 

Fiore recommended we consider replacing it. Some funds were on hand from the Maribel Gertis 

estate and in 2000, a fine Bosch tracker organ become available at St. Bernadette’s church in 

Burien. A “Move the Pipes” campaign was launched that in one weekend raised sufficient funds 

to purchase the pipe organ and move it into the chapel. The work was done by Frans Bosman & 

Associates. The new organ was dedicated on Sunday December 3, 2000, and Sander Chapel was 

re-consecrated. The new instrument was an ideal fit and would have made Prof. Eichinger very 

proud and happy. David di Fiore and several visiting organists have played a number of concerts 

on the chapel organ to the joy of all who attended. 
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The Chapel Stained Glass Windows11 

ike the stained glass windows in the main 

sanctuary, the chapel stained glass windows also 

tell a story. But they do so in sign language using 

age-old Christian symbols. In the early church, these 

symbols were used to picture artistically the cardinal 

elements of the Christian faith as a way to teach the 

many who could not read. During periods of 

persecution, symbols also served as a secret 

language. 

Sadly, in today’s world of increasing secularization 

and popularization of worship, the rich language of 

Christian symbols is in danger of being forgotten. 

The Sander family donated the chapel with its stained 

glass windows to help preserve this important 

heritage. U. Temple’s long tradition of decorating a 

Chrismon Tree at Christmas time has been another 

attempt to preserve the sign language of our faith. 

The chapel stained glass windows were created by 

the Jacoby Art Glass Company of St. Louis,
12

 at that 

time the only large company west of the Mississippi River that could produce this kind of 

symbolic glasswork. Their artists chose rather small pieces of stained glass and assembled them 

so that, although the colors are sometimes in sharp contrast, each window presents harmony and 

an over-all beauty which is rarely seen in modern churches. 

The Altar Windows 

The three windows above the altar feature a central figure of Christ flanked by the Four 

Evangelists (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) in the windows to His left and right. Only 

Matthew and John were disciples of Jesus. Mark was a follower of Peter, and Luke was a close 

friend of Paul of Tarsus. 

Central Window. Christ is depicted with a Tri-Radiant Nimbus around his head. The nimbus 

symbol dates from the sixth century and is used to show holiness. It is different from the halo 

                                                
11  Compiled from “The Stained Glass Windows of Sander Chapel” by the late Virgil V. Anderson, and “Stained 

Glass Symbolism” by David Van Zandt. UT Archives. 
12 Anton Geza Rez, who had created the stained glass windows in the main sanctuary 30 years earlier, also bid on 

the chapel windows, but was unsuccessful. 

L 

The Apostle windows over the Altar in 

Sander  Memorial Chapel. 
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which became popular in Renaissance painting. A Tri-Radiant Nimbus has three colored bars or 

rays resembling the head of a cross and indicates divinity. 

In his left hand Christ holds a Lamp which symbolizes the word of God (the light of the world). 

He holds his right hand in the Position of Benediction. At his feet are spikes of Wheat 

symbolizing the Bread of Life. At the top of the center window are the Latin words Lux sit (let 

there be light) surrounded by a stylized sun, the Messianic symbol of Christ based on Malachi 

4:2, but unto you that fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise. The Circle represents 

eternity so the whole Lux sit symbol represents light throughout eternity. 

Left and Right Apostle Windows. Surrounding the central figure of Christ are the Four 

Apostles: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each holds a Pen and Book, which identifies them 

as Gospel writers. Each has a Nimbus around his head to indicate holiness, but not divinity. At 

the feet of each Apostle is a centuries-old symbolic creature. Each has wings because they 

originated from the four living creatures described in Ezekiel 1:4-10 and Revelations 4:6-9. 

Left Window. Over St. Matthew’s head the Chi Rho symbol, also called Christ’s 

Monogram (Christogram), formed by superimposing the first two letters Chi (X) and 

Rho (P) of the Greek word ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ, Christos, “Christ.” The Christogram is one 

of the original symbols used by the early Christians and has been found on rings 

from the third century A.D. In this window, the Chi Rho is inscribed within a 

Vesica piscis symbol, the oval lines between overlapping circles of equal radius, 

(shown here at right with the extended lines that make it into an Icthys or fish 

symbol). Early Christians used the fish symbol to identify themselves to one 

another during times of persecution.
13

  

At St. Matthews feet is his icon, a Winged Man (not an angel). Matthew’s Gospel starts with 

Jesus’ genealogy from Abraham to emphasize His human nature. The winged man symbol 

represents Jesus’ incarnation in human flesh. Again, the creatures symbolizing each Evangelist 

have wings because they are depicted with wings in the vision of the Prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 

1:4-10), and in Revelations 4:6-9. 

Below the figure of St. Matthew is St. Mark. At his feet is a winged Lion, the icon 

that has symbolized St. Mark for a thousand years. This symbol comes from 

Mark's description of John the Baptist crying out in the wilderness [Mark 1:3]. 

Tradition has it that the Baptist’s voice was like the roaring of a lion. 

                                                
13 As a matter of interest, the Vesica piscis symbol also periodically occurs in crop circles. The Hubble space 

telescope has also revealed a Vesica  piscis symbol at the center of the hourglass nebula — the hand of God, or 

happenstance? 
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Right Window. Over St. Luke’s head are the letters IHS (first three letters of the 

Greek spelling of Jesus: ΙΗΣΟΥΣ) inscribed within the oval of another Vesica 

piscis symbol. IHS does not stand for “In His Service” as sometimes claimed. At 

Luke’s feet is a Winged Ox, a symbol of sacrifice historically used to represent 

Luke because his Gospel stresses the sacrifice of Jesus. 

Below Luke is St. John; depicted with his symbol, the Eagle, a high soaring bird 

the ancients believed could look directly into the sun without harm. For salvation, 

Christians must be able to gaze directly at The Eternal without flinching. John 

begins his Gospel with an eternal overview of Jesus the Logos, and he writes with 

a level of theology that soars above the other New Testament authors. 

The North Side Windows 

In the left window, He has appointed me to preach good news, is a figure of 

Christ — again with a Tri-Radiant Nimbus indicating divinity. Above Christ is a 

Descending Dove, also with a Tri-Radiant Nimbus, a symbol usually reserved for 

the Holy Spirit. It is based on Christ’s baptism in Luke 3:22, And the Holy Spirit 

descended on him in bodily form like a dove…’ By this sign the Baptist recognized the Messiah. 

In the right side window, a figure of Christ is instructing a man who holds a shepherd's crook: 

You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbor as yourself, which are also His instructions 

to all of us. Over Christ's head fly two Doves and higher still is a Maltese Cross within a circle. 

A circle has no beginning and no end and is the symbol of the eternal existence of God. 

The Borders surrounding the figures of Christ in these two windows are especially rich in 

symbols. Many are self-explanatory such as the Baptismal Font, the Latin word LUX (light), the 

Bible, (the word of God), Wheat, (the bread of Life), the Scroll (church membership), the Latin 

cross and the Fish (both symbols of Christianity), and the Chi Rho (Christ’s monogram). 

Less obvious symbols in the window borders include: 

— A stylized Rose (the Messianic promise). The Prophet Isaiah foretold that the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom as a rose. 

— The Greek letter Α (Alpha) in the left window and directly across in the border of the 

right side window, the Greek letter Ω (Omega). Revelations 22:l3, I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

— The Anchor, a frequently used early Christian symbol. Hebrews 6:18, The hope set before 

us; which we have as an anchor of the soul. 

— A Lighted Candle symbolizing Christ's words. John 8:l2, I am the light of the world. 
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— A Cross Triumphant which is composed of a Latin cross erected upon a banded 

circle or globe. This symbol represents Christ’s reign over all the world. 

— An Equilateral Triangle in Christian symbolism represents the Holy Trinity. 

It was the intention of the Sander family that the chapel stained glass windows would inspire 

both the worshipers inside and the passersby outside who would also see these works of 

Christian art, softly illuminated by the glow of the interior lights within. 

 

The Church Library 
By Bernice Moore 

he church library was started in 1947 with some shelves in the Narthex. Here the members 

of the congregation could check out books of interest to them. When the north addition to 

the church (Education Wing) was completed in 1957, the library was relocated to a room 

adjacent to the Chapel and given the name, Weaver Library. Windows on the north side of the 

space opened into the chapel. The room had two uses: the Weaver Library, and additional seating 

space for the Chapel. In the late 1970s, the chapel was remodeled, the windows were closed off, 

and bookcases were added along the wall where the windows had been located resulting in the 

library we have today. 

Over the years many books for the library have been donated by members of the congregation. 

Funds to purchase books are also included as a line item in the yearly budget of the church. 

The present book-table in the Narthex where people can buy books after Sunday services was 

started by Ellie Clark when Rev. Paul J. Beeman was pastor of the church. Rev. Beeman thought 

it would be a valuable project for the congregation. At the time Cokesbury Book Store offered a 

special discount to churches selling books to members of their congregations. The book table 

program proved popular with the congregation and after Ellie Clark retired to Wesley Homes, 

Bernice Moore has continued to provide this service. 

People who have served as church librarian over the years include Phyllis Lorenzen, Shirley 

Lange, Bonnie Dubberly, and (since 1996) Bernice Moore. 

 

 

 

T 
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Where The Money Came From… 

A Brief Financial History14 

niversity Temple is currently debt-free, but it has not always been this way! In 1906, a loan 

of $3,000 was secured from the Methodist Board of Home Missions and Church Extension 

to assist in completing the congregation’s new church on Brooklyn Avenue which was then 

under construction. The deed of trust evidencing this loan is recorded in Volume 296 of 

“Mortgages” at page 259. When the Brooklyn Avenue church was finally sold, the Home Board 

released their mortgage on the property and recorded the $3,000 loan against the new property 

(U. Temple), the new mortgage being dated Nov. 3, 1927 and recorded in Vol. 1047 of 

Mortgages at page 480. The Board could have requested full payment of the original mortgage 

when the church sold the Brooklyn Avenue property, but at the congregation’s request, they 

transferred it to U. Temple, our present property. 

In addition to the original $3,000 mortgage recorded against U. Temple, the Home Board holds 

two additional mortgages on our property; one dated May 1, 1926 in the amount of $36,370 

recorded in Volume 976 of Mortgages at page 92, and one dated December 16, 1936 for $5,000 

recorded in Volume 1367 of Mortgages at page 131. 

When the congregation started plans for U. Temple in 1925, they arranged for a construction 

loan of $161,000 from the Continental Mortgage and Loan Co. The remainder was raised by the 

sale of interest bearing bonds, in the amount of $160,000, and by pledges from members. By 

1930, payments made on the loan from Continental Mortgage had reduced the principal to about 

$140,000. The church then refinanced and got a new loan in the amount of $161,000 from the 

First Seattle Dexter Horton National Bank. This mortgage is recorded in Volume 1167 of 

Mortgages at page 73. Out of the proceeds of the refinanced loan, they paid off the balance due 

Continental Mortgage & Loan Co. and took care of some other unpaid obligations, the principal 

one being the balance due on the Kimball pipe organ. In 1935, the church successfully negotiated 

with the bondholders to refinance the bonds (see “The Crisis of 1935” below) and in 1936, a 

refunding loan in the amount of $72,000 was obtained from the Seattle Trust and Savings Bank 

(recorded in Volume 1449 of Mortgages at page 196). 

In 1941, the Temple Finance Committee instigated a “Reduce the Debt” campaign, to take 

advantage of an opportunity to pay off the remaining interest-bearing bonds at a discount. The 

congregation responded with enthusiasm and the church celebrated the “Burning of the 

Mortgage” at the 1947 Christmas Gift Banquet, just 20 years after construction of the new 

building. This was a climactic event for the congregation because they had put so much of their 

lives into the planning, construction, and financing of the ongoing program of University 

                                                
14  Compiled from: “A Financial History of University Temple” by Eugene I. Pease. 1959. U. Temple Archives. 
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Methodist Temple. Christmas carols were led by Maurice Bursett and organist Walter Eichinger. 

Special inspirational music was provided by the Bursett Brothers quartet: Clem, Maurice, Ted, 

and Paul. Reminiscences were offered by Eugene W. Bell, chairman of the Trustees. A glimpse 

into the future was given by Sherman Ellsworth of the Trustees and Finance Committees. The 

principal address was delivered by Dr. R. Franklin Thompson, President of the College of Puget 

Sound. And then, that magical moment when Eugene Bell and the Board of Trustees gathered 

around the dais for the actual burning of the mortgage. Mrs. C. C. Stover, the oldest member of 

the church at that time, was given the honor of striking the match and setting the papers aflame. 

University Temple was at last completely out of debt! 

On Feb 11, 1955, a $200,000 loan from the Penn Mutual Insurance Co. (Seattle Mortgage Co. 

agent) was obtained to build the new Education Wing. This mortgagee is recorded in Volume 

3340 of Mortgages at page 82. The debt on the Education Wing addition was paid off in 1969 

and that mortgage was burned in a ceremony on May 18 of the same year. 

The only debt still remaining at this writing (2009) are the three mortgages held by the Board of 

Home Missions and Church Extension. The mortgage of $36,370 dated May 1, 1926 held by the 

Home Board was not a loan from them secured by us, but represents the actual cost to the Home 

Board of the land they gave this congregation for our present site. The entire frontage along 15
th
 

Ave NE between NE. 42nd and NE. 43rd was purchased by the Home Board out of money raised 

in the Forward Movement Century Campaign. The northern two-thirds were given to the church 

for the construction of U. Temple, and the southern one-third was given to Wesley Foundation 

for the construction of the Wesley House student center. U. Temple will probably never be called 

on for the payment of this mortgage, but should the property be ever alienated or lost to us, the 

Home Board would expect to be reimbursed for their expenditure. In other words, they do not 

want the property to pass into some use never intended. This is a general provision in all the 

donations that the Home Board makes for church development. The same conditions will, of 

course, apply to the $3,000 and the $5,000 Home Board mortgages which are of record. The 

$5,000 loan was given to the congregation to help out in the financial campaign when U. Temple 

was sorely pressed during the crisis of 1935. It is noteworthy that this money was given to us at a 

time when hundreds of other Methodist churches were also imploring the Board for assistance. 

Although it is impossible to credit all the persons and events in U. Temple’s financial history that 

have enabled this congregation’s forward progress through the decades, it seems almost 

obligatory to single out three events that are rarely ever mentioned. 

First, under the date of December 15, 1927, some of our men, led by Mr. J. F. Banning, went to 

the University Branch of the National Bank of Commerce and borrowed $25,000 — personally 

endorsing the notes covering the loan. This posed a significant financial risk to them, but was a 

significant help in financing the construction of our present U. Temple building. 
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Second, our financial history would not be complete without mentioning the arduous financial 

campaign conducted for the construction of the educational wing and chapel in 1955. The chapel 

was made possible through the substantial generosity of the William E. Sander family. 

Finally, the generous bequest in memory of his wife, made by Dr. James E. Crowther who led 

the planning, financing, and construction of U. Temple deserves special recognition. A plaque 

memorializing his bequest is on display in the narthex. 

 

 

The Crisis of 1935  

n 1929, Dr. Crowther was transferred to Grace Methodist Church in St. Louis. He left 

University Temple with more than 1,900 members and property valued at more than 

$350,000, but with a debt of $160,000. About half of the cost of the new building had been 

raised by pledges from the membership, grants from various sources, and sale of the old church 

and parsonage on Brooklyn Avenue. The remainder, $160,000, was raised by the sale of interest 

bearing bonds that would come due in 1935. No one dreamed there would be any problem 

paying these bonds off by their maturity date. In 1927 the US economy was booming, the stock 

market was at an all time high, and most people enjoyed full employment at good wages. The U. 

Temple membership would surely continue to increase and income would more than meet 

expenses. Four other large University District churches had also been constructed during these 

years with similar expectations: Blessed Sacrament (1925), University Baptist (1925), University 

Lutheran (1927), and University Christian (1928). Few had any doubts that the U. Temple debt 

would be easily manageable. 

But it was not to be. The stock market unexpectedly crashed in 1929, and the resulting financial 

shock brought on a Great Depression in the US that soon affected the entire world. 

University Temple struggled mightily during the early years of the Great Depression. Members 

lost their jobs, once-prosperous families lost their homes, people were forced to move in with 

relatives. Families were too embarrassed to come to church in their threadbare clothes, or 

because they had been forced to renege on their pledges. It was hard enough scraping together 

money just to keep the church running, let alone pay interest on the bonds. 

By the summer of 1935 it was clear that, barring a miracle, the congregation was not going to 

even come close to paying off the bonds by their maturity date. The bonds were held by a St. 

Louis investment firm, Bitting and Co. (about $70,000), and by a Seattle investment firm, Ferris 

and Hardgrove (about $90,000). These firms, with crushing financial obligations of their own, 

saw no alternative but to begin foreclosure proceedings against the building and property of 

University Temple. 

I 



From Tent To Temple Chapter. 1. How Firm A Foundation 

 

This was all happening when University Temple was only eight years old. Were they going to 

lose it now, after all the sacrifices, hard work, and long hours that had made their church 

possible? The Official Board, the Trustees, and the Finance Committee met in almost constant 

session for several months. Certainly they feared the worst — which seemed to be confirmed 

when Pastor Geoffrey W. Stafford tearfully announced from the pulpit one Sunday morning that 

the Temple was indeed lost and that until further notice, worship services would be held in the 

Egyptian Theater on University Way. 

This was just too much. The membership was already practicing sacrificial giving and additional 

money simply was not there. However, the Finance Committee and Trustees were not quite 

ready to throw in the towel. In an extraordinary last-ditch effort, the Temple's most experienced 

and talented negotiators — Will Sander, an influential Seattle businessman, and Eugene Bell, a 

prominent Seattle attorney — were dispatched in a desperate attempt to work something out with 

the bondholders. 

Will Sander met with the Ferris and Hardgrove group in Seattle, who were themselves seriously 

strapped for cash to pay off obligations of their own. Somehow, Sander persuaded these 

bondholders to take 50 cents on the dollar of the Temple's debt of $90,000, provided that the 

$45,000 balance could be raised and paid immediately. Meanwhile, Eugene Bell negotiated with 

the Bitting group in St. Louis. Less desperate for cash, they agreed to refinance their bonds 

(approximately $70,000) and extend the due date to 1948. 

For University Temple this was very good news, but it still left the congregation with the 

immediate problem of raising $45,000 in cash at the very depth of the Great Depression — when 

the membership had already given sacrificially many times over. But there was now a real 

possibility of saving the church! A campaign was immediately launched. Funds were sought 

from other churches, from the Pacific Northwest Conference, from any source whatsoever. 

Concerts were given, speakers at banquets donated their fees to the fund raising drive. Some U. 

Temple members made additional pledges. University Temple's crisis was but one of thousands, 

but the way the Temple's membership bonded together in supreme effort and sacrificial giving is 

one of the great inspirational events in the history of this church. 

The days were now dwindling down and with less than one week remaining the church was still 

$3,250 short. A gala Thanksgiving Banquet (our very first “Christmas Gift” Banquet), chaired by 

Mrs. Beulah Kraft, raised $1,000. The Women’s Society donated all the money they had raised 

from various teas and luncheons in the amount of $1,350. Still short. 

On Sunday, the day of reckoning, a very weary and anxious congregation filed slowly into the 

Temple, not knowing what to expect. Pastor Stafford appeared uncertain what to say, but he 

could not hold back the news for long. With tears of joy he announced “Victory at long last! The 

entire amount has been raised! University Temple is saved!” A great cheer broke forth from the 

congregation. What had seemed impossible had actually come to pass. It was the hand of God 
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Almighty (in the form of a last-minute gift by an anonymous donor).The jubilation in the 

sanctuary continued for some time, and the Order of Worship printed in the bulletin was 

abandoned. Members of the Finance Committee and the Board of Trustees were called forward 

for recognition, and to say a few words. 

The congregation had come within a cat's whisker of losing the Temple, but the church had 

indeed been saved. The economy throughout the country gradually improved and jobs became 

more plentiful. Much of the financial recovery from the Great Depression in the United States 

can be attributed to the military activities of World War II. The Boeing Company required a 

great number of skilled production workers, which provided stable employment throughout the 

Seattle area. Whatever people’s reactions to prosperity and war, there is no doubt that U. Temple 

shared in the return of good times. U. Temple member Professor Ivar Spector wrote a series of 

newspaper articles about the war to help the public understand the situation. 

University Temple members of today are forever grateful to the people of that time who did so 

much for us during these trying years. Space does not allow all names to be listed here, but we 

can be especially grateful for: 

The Temple Pastors Who Served So Unstintingly Through These Difficult Times: 

Dr. Rudolph H. Schuett, 1929-1932; Dr. Geoffrey W. Stafford, 1932-1937; Dr. James 

Brett Kenna, 1937-1944. 

Other Church Leaders Including: 

Elois Shook, Pastoral Assistant ; Frank E. Goodnough, Wesley Foundation; Frances 

Lindquist, Executive Secretary; Eugene W. Bell, Lay Leader; Leslie W. Johnson, 

Chairman Education; E. R. Furman, Church School Superintendent; E .P. Brevig, 

Church Treasurer; Mrs. L. F. Rothenhoefer, President Women’s Society; Virginia Hess, 

Youth Representative. 

Trustees: 

Eugene W. Bell, Claude W. Estes, T. N. Fowler, Fred P. Laudan, Will E. Sander, Lou E. 

Fisher, C. T. Oliver, Donald K. Weaver. 

Stewardship Committee Members: 

Peter Balkema, Win W. Bird, Ed P. Brevig, B. W. Burnett, Ted Bursett, B.C. Collins, Art 

D. Davenny, Sherman Ellsworth, Mrs. C. A. Fitzgerald, E. R. Furman, A. Gebaroff, Mrs. 

Lavake-Gilgen, Sam Glass, Athol R. Green, Paul Grigsby, E. C. Heintze, Robert G. 

Jones, Edna Kerr, Ed A. Kraft, M. F. LaViolette, Justin McCarty, Scott D. McGalliard, 

James Mount, N.D. Olson, Eugene I. Pease, Wm. F. Pool, Harold Poole, Frank 

Pritchard, A. E. Quinten, Herb R. Reinelt, Lyle B. Robinson, Lou Rothenhoefer, Ralph H. 

Royal, J. H. Searls, C.C. Stover, F. H. Trantow, Prentiss Thwing, Howard Townsend, G. 

J. Villesvik, George F. Warren, R. C. Weaver, Wm. H. Weaver Jr, J. W. Whitelaw, E. S. 

Wiseman. 
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The Memorial and Endowment Funds 
By Norman Miller 

ver the years the church received numerous undesignated gifts and bequests, given both as 

memorials and as gifts of devotion by members who wanted to leave a legacy to underwrite 

the future of the church they loved and served. These were set aside in bank savings accounts as 

the Trustee Fund. The Trustee Fund began to accumulate and in 1979, Board member Frances 

Lindquist recommended that a Permanent Endowment Fund (PEF) be established that would 

provide income for church purposes in perpetuity. The corpus of the PEF would be maintained 

inviolate and added to. Earnings from the fund would be disbursed for programs and missions of 

the church as determined by the Administrative Board (now Church Council) and Charge 

Conference in annual session. 

The first endowment fund committee, consisting of Frances Lindquist (Chair), Melvin 

Finkbeiner (Pastor), Harry Olson, Boyd Baldwin, Marguerite Pearson, William Didenhover and 

Ralph Strathy, was authorized by Charge Conference in May of 1979. The unused balance of 

$23,157 in the Trustee fund was used to establish the PEF in July of the same year. In 1985 the 

church received a large bequest from the estates of Bernice and Lucille Moore consisting of 

stocks, REITs, and a mortgage on a house, with the instructions that the earnings from these 

funds be used for mission work. Substantial gifts continued to be received, and it became 

increasingly evident that income from an endowment fund invested in perpetuity could become a 

major factor in supporting the programs and missions of U. Temple. 

In 1987 an endowment policy was developed and approved by the Administrative Board, and the 

endowment committee set to work to get the funds properly invested. To accommodate special 

provisions in wills, such as the bequest by the Moore sisters, additional funds were established 

that were not permanent endowments. U. Temple thus has two types of funds — memorial funds 

and endowment funds. Gifts to memorial funds are to be used for a specific purpose designated 

by the donor as selected by the memorials committee. Gifts to endowment funds are invested, the 

corpus of the fund is inviolate, and only the earnings are used to underwrite church programs.  

During the Lindquist-Baldwin-Miller years, the endowment committee gained prominence and 

capital and several more funds were established including the Annabelle Shaw Building Fund, 

the Ristow Memorial Fund, the Organ Fund, and the Organ Concert Fund. The names of persons 

being honored or remembered by memorial gifts are inscribed in the permanent “Book of 

Remembrance” which is always on display in the Narthex. Many tangible examples of memorial 

gifts can be found throughout the church ranging from the stained glass windows, altar, chancel 

appointments, Sander Chapel, chapel pipe organ, Preston Parlor, to the north entrance 

cornerstone sign.  

The endowment committee, under the leadership of Boyd Baldwin and later Norman Miller, 

initially contracted with the Trust Department of the University Branch of First Interstate Bank 

O 
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to set up two funds: the Permanent Endowment Fund and the Moore Mission Fund. After a few 

years, the Endowment Committee concluded that these funds were not being invested in socially 

responsible institutions and the rate of return was also low in comparison to market averages. 

The endowment committee interviewed several investment advisors in the Seattle Area and 

settled on the firm of Badgley, Phelps, and Bell as the funds manager and the brokerage firm of 

Smith Barney. Three fund accounts were established: The Permanent Endowment Fund, the 

Moore Mission Fund, and the Capital Fund. Each fund was set up with its own portfolio of 

stocks bonds and cash. The stocks selected were in accordance with the social principles 

followed by the General Board of Pensions in their own investment 

portfolios. The Capital Fund was for the use of the Trustees in meeting the 

capital improvement needs of the church facility. In 2001, Dan Olson gave 

a large grant of stock to the Trustees for use in maintaining the church 

property. This was placed in three managed accounts. Similarly, Al 

Ferkovich gave property to the church that was later sold and the proceeds 

used to establish an additional Trustee account (the Elevator Fund). In 

2007 the church received a very substantial bequest from the estate of the 

late Jean Reis. This has been set up as the Reis Endowment Fund. 

The foremost objective of the Permanent Endowment Fund is to assure financial support for 

large capital costs such as building repairs. However, the PEF also provides a significant and 

critically needed source of income for the church operating budget although only the income 

from the corpus investment can be used for this purpose. For example, the income from the 

Moore Mission Fund, and the Reis Fund have been designated to pay the missions and 

benevolence portions of the conference apportionments in the operating budget. 

Plaques memorializing the many bequests made to the church over the years are on permanent 

display in the narthex. 

 

Jean and George 

Reis, ca 1970. 
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CHAPTER 2 

The Pastors and Staff 

 

 

e are forever indebted to the Pastors and staff who have served University Temple during 

the nearly 110 years this congregation has been legally incorporated as a church. They 

have nourished our hearts and minds with the genius and greatness of the Christian faith. Each 

has contributed to our identity. We respect their achievements and their examples inspire us to 

equal their resourcefulness and courage. 

 

 

Rial Benjamin: 1901-1902 
Bishop Willard F. Mallilieu appointed Rev. Rial Benjamin, who had been 

ordained an elder in 1900, to be our first pastor in September of 1901. Rev. 

Benjamin held his initial Sunday church services in a tent at 42
nd

 and 

Roosevelt Way with about 15 families attending and sitting on second hand 

kitchen chairs. Benjamin received an annual salary of $390 plus a housing 

allowance of $170. Salaries were at the subsistence level all across the 

conference in those days and, in addition, it was assumed that the pastor 

would return a good part of the meager salary he did receive to the church 

building fund or other cause. The result was that the pastor’s wives often 

depended on the charity of the Women’s Society for food and clothing for their children. During 

his one year as minister, the congregation grew rapidly and Rev. Benjamin led the drive to 

purchase another lot at 42nd and Brooklyn where he and the congregation built a small wood-

frame chapel which the church rented during the week to the Seattle Public Library. 

In those days, the Methodist itinerant preacher tradition still held sway and bishops made 

frequent reassignments. Most ministers were reassigned every year, some more often than that. 

Thus, although he was apparently well liked by the congregation, Rev. Benjamin was transferred 

to Seattle’s Green Lake Methodist church the next year (1902). In the eight years following his 

ordination, he was appointed to seven different parishes. He resigned from the ministry in 1908 

and his fate after that is unknown. 

 

W 
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William Henry Leech: 1902-1907 
Bishop Earl Cranston appointed Rev. W. H. Leech to 

replace Rev. Benjamin. Leech had been a Methodist 

chaplain at Skagway Alaska during the gold rush of 

1898. By 1902, The University Methodist congregation 

had grown to about 90 and was able to pay him an 

annual salary of $500 plus a housing allowance of $250. 

Rev. Leech was pastor for an unheard of five years, 

during which time he completed the original chapel, 

paid off the old debts, and doubled the membership. 

Rev. Leech also led in the construction of a new church building on Brooklyn Avenue which was 

dedicated in April of 1907, debt-free. By then University Methodist had 282 members. In 1907, 

Rev. Leech was transferred to Trinity Methodist Church in Seattle, later serving First Methodist 

Church downtown as an associate pastor. Leech retired in 1928 and died in 1936. He is buried in 

Washelli Cemetery in Seattle. 

 

John Martin Canse: 1907-1910 
J. M. Canse was born in Indiana in 1869. He worked his way through 

DePauw University and served 13 years in the Indiana Conference 

eventually receiving an honorary Doctor of Divinity from DePauw. Dr. 

Canse transferred to the Pacific Northwest Conference (then the Puget 

Sound Conference) in 1907 and was immediately appointed to University 

Methodist Church. By then, there were 378 members and his salary was 

$1,800 with a housing allowance of $450. During his pastorate a 

parsonage was erected adjacent to the church. Both buildings still stand 

today. Dr. Canse was an expert on the missionary history of the 

Northwest and published many articles and a book “Pilgrim and Pioneer” on the subject. In 

1910, Dr. Canse was transferred to First Methodist Church, Vancouver and later became 

president of the (Methodist) Kimball School of Theology in Salem, Oregon. He retired to 

Portland in 1934 and died in 1954, shortly before he and Mrs. Canse were to move into Wesley 

Gardens. Dr. Canse is buried in Evergreen-Washelli Cemetery in Seattle. 
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Everett M. Hill: 1910-1914 
E. M. Hill was born in Maine in 1867, received his education at the Boston 

School of Theology and served churches in California, Mexico, Idaho and 

Washington before being appointed to University Methodist in 1910. His 

four-year pastorate was marked by gradual membership growth and the 

development of parish life after the pattern of churches in the early years of 

the 20
th
 century. In 1914, Rev. Hill was transferred to the First Methodist 

Church in Bellingham and then served several more Methodist churches in 

Washington until his retirement in 1936. Following the death of his wife, he 

entered the Masonic Home at Zenith where he died in 1951. Rev. Hill is 

buried in the Masonic Cemetery at Kent, Washington. 

 

Charles Ambrose Bowen: 1914 -1917 
Bowen was born in Ohio in 1866, earned a Ph.D. at the University of 

Michigan, and took his seminary training at the Boston University School of 

Theology. He held several pastorates in New England and Ohio before 

coming to the Pacific Northwest where he served churches in Olympia and 

Seattle. Before coming west Dr. Bowen married Mrs. J. F. Hayner, a 

returned missionary whose husband had died in China. The family lived in 

the parsonage on Brooklyn Avenue where the eight children were referred to 

by the congregation as “His,” “Hers,” and “Theirs.” According to church 

records, Dr. Bowen’s pastorate was evaluated as “evangelistic work of a very 

fine type” but after only 2 ½ years, he was sent by the bishop to Pioneer Methodist Church in 

Walla Walla “to effect the union of certain congregations there.” In turn, the minister at Pioneer 

Methodist, A. H. Lathrop, was sent to University Methodist. After serving several other churches 

in Washington State, Dr. Bowen was transferred to the Ellensburg Methodist Church. He died 

during the first year of his pastorate there in 1929. Mrs. Bowen remained a member of University 

Temple until her death in 1949. 
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Albert H. Lathrop: 1917-1919 
Lathrop was born in Indiana in 1859. He earned a Ph.D. from Richmond 

College, Indiana, and served churches in the Ohio Conference for 20 years 

before coming to the Northwest in 1907. He was pastor of the Pioneer 

Methodist Church in Walla Walla when he exchanged pulpits with Dr. 

Bowen. During Dr. Lathrop's brief pastorate at University Methodist, the 

church was totally remodeled and the tower was replaced with a lighted 

revolving cross which was visible for miles. Although University Methodist 

was the fourth church to be started in the U. District, it was first in 

membership by the end of Rev. Dr. Lathrop’s term. In 1919, Lathrop was 

transferred to the Olympia Methodist Church. He retired in 1926 and wrote extensively for the 

“Christian Advocate” magazine until his death in 1937. His funeral was held at U. Temple and 

he was buried in the Evergreen-Washelli Cemetery, Seattle. 

 

Arch Tremayne: 1919-1923 
Dr. Tremayne had just earned his Ph.D. from Yale University when he was 

appointed to University Methodist; the church having been listed at 

Conference as “to be supplied.” University Methodist Church was Dr. 

Tremayne’s first pastorate, and he is shown in our records as “received on 

trial.” There were 863 members by then and, under Tremayne’s leadership, a 

new Kimball pipe organ was installed and many physical improvements were 

made to the building. During Tremayne’s tenure, the land U. Temple now 

occupies was purchased for this congregation by the Methodist Board of 

Home Missions and Church Extension. The Wesley House student center was 

constructed on the south portion, and in 1921 Rev. Stanley Logan became its first director. 

Dr. Tremayne was opposed to this separation of the student ministry from the parish church, and 

that, coupled with misgivings about Methodist politics, led him to transfer to a position at 

Pilgrim Congregational Church in Seattle. He apparently found Congregational church politics to 

be no improvement, and he quickly and permanently returned to Methodism. Transferring to the 

East Coast, Dr. Tremayne served for 20 years at Kings Highway Methodist Church in New York 

City where his long-time friend Dr. Norman Vincent Peale had served when Peale was a 

Methodist minister. Dr. Tremayne was an expert on Semitic languages and, after his retirement 

in 1952, he worked at the Babylonian Museum at Yale University for many years translating clay 

tablets from the time of Nebuchadnezzar. 
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James Edwin Crowther: 1923-1929 
Dr. James E. Crowther is widely considered to be one of the finest pastors U. 

Temple ever had. He was born in 1877 in Lancashire England, the third of 11 

children. At the age of 10, young Crowther joined his father working in a 

textile mill earning 75 cents per week. Evenings, he sold newspapers. At the 

age of 18, he became a local preacher in Lancashire but kept his job at the 

mill. In 1897, he married Miss Mary Stanforth and the young couple soon 

emigrated to the United States where, with one dollar between them, 

Crowther entered Dakota Wesleyan University where he won highest honors 

for oratory. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 1906 and a master’s degree in 

1911. Crowther took his seminary training at Garrett Biblical Institute and in 1915 received a D. 

D. degree from Dakota Wesleyan. In 1919, he wrote The Wayfarer, a spectacular religious 

pageant that employed a cast of thousands, a symphony orchestra, and a massed chorus. The 

production and performance of The Wayfarer was important for American Methodists because 

the pageant linked the denomination to significant religious and political figures from the past. 

The representation of these historical figures onstage confirmed that one could trace the 

missionary impulse of American Methodism through its founder John Wesley, to the Protestant 

Reformation, and ultimately back to Jesus. The Wayfarer was produced and staged numerous 

times across the United States including several performances at the UW football stadium in 

1921, 1922 and 1925. Although the stadium held 20,000 people it proved too small for the great 

crowds that came. President Warren Harding attended the 1922 Wayfarer performance. 

Dr. Crowther was a spell-binding preacher with superior organizational skills and in 1923, 

Bishop William Sheppard transferred him to University Methodist (on Brooklyn Ave.) from the 

Philadelphia Conference for the express purpose of leading the construction of U. Temple. When 

he arrived, the congregation numbered about 1,200. The new church was completed in 1927 and 

dedicated by Bishop Sheppard on October 16 of that year. In 1929, Dr. Crowther was transferred 

to Grace Methodist Church in St. Louis, exchanging pulpits with Dr. R. H. Schuett, who was sent 

to U. Temple. Dr. Crowther's last pastorate before he died was the Methodist church in Carmel, 

California which he served from 1936-1947. Mrs. Crowther died there in 1943 and Dr. Crowther 

passed away in 1947 shortly after he had announced his retirement. In 1949 the Carmel church 

was renamed “The Church of the Wayfarer” in his honor. It still stands today (cf. 

www.churchofthewayfarer.com). Dr. Crowther willed a substantial portion of his estate to U. 

Temple in memory of his wife Mary, and the vestry of this church was named Crowther Hall in 

their honor. A plaque memorializing this event is on display. 
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Rudolph H. Schuett: 1929-1932 
Records are sparse, but Schuett was apparently born in Germany in 1869 and 

came to the United States early in life. He served a variety of churches in 

Illinois before coming to First Methodist Church in Tacoma in 1918. 

Returning to St. Louis, he was at Grace Methodist Church when Bishop 

Titus Lowe appointed him to University Temple — exchanging pulpits with 

Dr. Crowther. Before his arrival he suffered a slight stroke from which he 

largely recovered but which rendered his health precarious. The Great 

Depression made the struggle with the heavy indebtedness of U. Temple 

very difficult, but Dr. Schuett maintained the morale of the church and more 

than 400 people were added to its membership during his 3-year tenure. In 1932 Dr. Schuett was 

transferred to Park Ridge, Ill. After his retirement in the late 1930s, he and his wife Mary 

returned to Seattle. Dr. Schuett died in 1942, and his funeral was held at U. Temple. Mrs. Schuett 

continued to attend U. Temple until her death in 1950. Her services were also held at U. Temple, 

conducted by Dr. Cecil Ristow. 

 

Geoffrey Wardle Stafford: 1932-1937 
Stafford was born in Birmingham, England, in 1897, the son of the very 

distinguished British preacher J. T. W. Stafford who rose to become 

president of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Young Stafford began his ministerial career at age 17 by serving as a lay 

preacher at the University of Durham where he received his college 

education. Stafford served in the British Army during World War I and 

graduated with honors from Oxford in 1921. He took his theology training at 

the University of London, and in 1921 he and his wife came to the United 

States. He became a naturalized citizen in 1928. Stafford published his first 

book, The Sermon on the Mount
15

 in 1927 and was later awarded an honorary Doctor of Letters 

degree from West Virginia Wesleyan University. In 1932, Bishop Titus Lowe brought Dr. 

Stafford to the Temple from the Court Street Methodist Church in Rockford, Illinois. Dr. 

Stafford brought great gifts to the Temple pulpit, but his major contribution is considered to be 

starting the church back on the road to solvency after the financial crisis of 1935. Dr. Stafford 

left U. Temple in 1937 to teach at Drew Theological Seminary, where he remained until his 

death in 1958. A copy of his book The Sermon on the Mount (donated by Vera French) has been 

preserved in the U. Temple library. 

 

                                                
15 “The Sermon on the Mount” by Geoffrey Wardle Stafford, Abingdon Press, New York, 1927 
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James Brett Kenna: 1937-1944  
Kenna was born in Mississippi in 1890. He married Victoria Wright in 1916, 

earned a B.A. degree from the University of Chattanooga in 1918 and a D. 

D. in 1929. He received a second D. D. degree from Iowa Wesleyan in 1932. 

He served numerous churches in the East and Mid West and in 1937, Bishop 

Titus Lowe brought Dr. Kenna to U. Temple from the Des Moines, Iowa 

Conference. During his 7-year pastorate, the longest in the history of U. 

Temple at that time, the debt was brought under control and the Temple 

Future Fund was launched. This fund ultimately liquidated the mortgage on 

the sanctuary and became the nucleus for the construction of the educational 

wing. In 1944, Dr. Kenna was transferred to the First Methodist Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

He retired in 1952 after serving a term as district superintendent in the St. Louis Conference. 

 

Cecil Frederick Ristow: 1945 – 1961 
Ristow was born in Chicago in 1898. When he was ten, his parents moved 

the family to Alberta, Canada, where his mother tutored him at home until a 

public school was opened in the nearby town of Provost. He then walked two 

miles to school every day, often startling antelopes and coyotes into flight 

along the way. Ristow attended high school in Great Falls, Montana, and 

earned a B.A. and M.A. from Northwestern University. He served as an 

Army second lieutenant during World War I and then returned to college, 

financing his studies with various jobs including that of oiler on a Great 

Lakes ore freighter. He earned a D. D. degree at Garrett Biblical Institute in 

1922 and was ordained a Methodist minister the same year. He married his childhood sweetheart, 

Clara Velma Lewis, in 1923. Together, they served churches in Wisconsin, Illinois, Oregon, 

Idaho and Montana before Ristow was appointed to U. Temple in 1945 by Bishop Bruce R. 

Baxter. 

Ristow analyzed the task confronting him at U. Temple as (1) Development of parish activities to 

unite the congregation in a conscious fellowship. (2) Retirement of the remaining debt, (3) 

Development of the Temple Future Fund to provide an expanded educational facility, and (4) 

Organization of an effective staff to carry on the day-by-day program of a great city and 

university church.  

Ristow is remembered as one of our most effective ministers. During his 16-year tenure at U. 

Temple, the debt was finally liquidated and the mortgage burned. In 1953, he organized and led 

the effort to plan and construct the new educational wing addition to the church. This $350,000 

project was completed in 1956. In addition to his pastoral duties, Ristow was also active in 

Kiwanis International, the Greater Seattle Council of Churches, and the fellowship of the U. 
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District Ministers — helping to found the University District Lectures on the Christian Life. He 

also served on Governor Arthur Lang lie’s Interfaith Advisory Committee. Ristow was awarded 

an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree by the College of Puget Sound in 1949. 

In 1961, Dr. Ristow was called by the bishop to become superintendent of the Spokane District. 

He retired in 1967 and in 1974 published a book Windows on the World of Truth: Meditations on 

the Meaning of Life, a collection of his thoughts printed in “Tower Tidings” and shared with his 

parishioners over the years. Ristow’s book can be found in the U. Temple library. Velma and 

Cecil lived at the Wesley Homes retirement community until their deaths in 1974 and 1980 

respectively. 

 
 

Lynn Hough Corson: 1961- 1967 
Dr. Corson (shown here with associate ministers Ed Towle and Bob 

McGlone) came to U. Temple in 1961 from the 2,500 member 

Haddonfield Methodist Church in Haddonfield, New Jersey. Corson 

was a third generation Methodist minister whose family had settled in 

the New Jersey area in 1680. He graduated from the Drew University 

School of Theology and, before coming to the Haddonfield Methodist 

Church, had held a campus pastorate at Princeton for 18 years. He was 

described by Bishop Everett Palmer as a man of scholarly habits who 

had kept the common touch. 

Early in Dr. Corson’s pastorate, John Grabner and Norman Miller suggested that we should add 

the Service of Lessons and Carols to the Christmas Eve Service. This was done and it has 

continued throughout the years. It began as a late night service but in later years it was held in 

the early evening. It was also recommended that we fill out the Lenten Tridium with the Easter 

Vigil service on the Saturday before Easter. This service was also added and also became a part 

of the Lenten tradition. The Easter Vigil service was the time when new members were received 

and Easter Baptisms given. Both services quickly became a vibrant part of the worship life of the 

congregation during the Corson years. 

It was also during Dr. Corson’s tenure that U. Temple purchased our present parsonage at 4909 

Purdue Ave. N.E., in the Hawthorne Hills neighborhood, for its senior pastors. The previous 

parsonage (7530 31st Ave. N.E. in Wedgwood) was subsequently occupied by U. Temple 

associate pastors and later was rented out. It was sold ca. 1995. 

In 1962, U. Temple sponsored a weekly 15-minute radio program on radio station KNBX titled 

“Temple Tidings,” featuring a devotional message by Dr. Corson and music by singers from the 

Chancel Choir. In the mid 1960’s Dr. Corson, Rabbi Raphael Levine and Father William Tracey 

were featured on the weekly TV Program “Challenge.” 

In 1968, Dr. Corson transferred to the South California-Arizona Conference. He died in 1974. 
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Edwin Bradford Towle: Associate Pastor 1964-1977, 1988-1992 
Ed Towle and his future wife, Marian Reisfelder, were both born 

and raised in the same neighborhood in New Haven, Connecticut. 

As children, they attended the same public schools together. Marian 

went on to community college to prepare for work as a medical 

secretary, and Ed received a scholarship to Yale University, 

graduating at age 19 with a degree in chemistry. He took his 

theology training at the Yale Divinity School, and he and Marian 

were married in 1947, the year before he received his Bachelor of 

Divinity degree. Ed was ordained a deacon in the New York East 

Annual Conference in 1948. Under special appointment, he and 

Marian served the “Yale in China Association” at the Yali Union Middle School in Changsha, 

Hunan, China, but civil war conditions necessitated their evacuation after only a few months. 

In 1949, Ed transferred to the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference and was appointed to the 

Benton City Methodist Church in Washington State. During his pastorate there a new church 

building was erected largely with volunteer labor. In 1950, Ed was ordained elder and received 

into full conference membership. Other appointments before coming to Seattle included 

Methodist churches in Goldendale, Selah, and Lewiston (Idaho). 

Ed became associate pastor at University Temple in 1964, and the Towle family ― Marian and 

their four daughters, Jennifer, Priscilla, and the twins, Cynthia and Betsy ― moved into the 

house which the church later bought for its second parsonage. Altogether, Ed served U. Temple 

for seventeen years and worked with five senior pastors: Lynn Corson, Dan Walker, Melvin 

Finkbeiner, Dick Eslinger, and Sharon Moe. His work was primarily in the pastoral ministry, but 

he also was liturgist for most worship occasions and acted administratively in many of the 

church’s programs. Ed left U. Temple in 1977 and served Methodist churches in Spokane, 

Snoqualmie, and Seattle (Crown Hill Methodist) until his retirement in 1988. He also served 

eight years as secretary to the PNW Conference. After his retirement in 1988, he accepted the 

Temple’s invitation to serve again as part-time associate pastor working with Senior Pastor Dick 

Eslinger and later, Sharon Moe. This continued through 1992. 

Ed particularly remembers a summer week in 1970 when he was the only pastor not away on 

vacation. A group of activist UW student parents had just been evicted on very short notice from 

the quarters they had been using on campus for a day care center. They had been allowed one 

week to set up an acceptable operation in the U. Temple building. Despite diligent efforts to 

establish a responsible organization to sponsor the center, the arrangement was not successful. 

However, the experience alerted a handful of Temple members to the need for a day care center 

in the community, and, at the Temple’s initiative, what later became the University Temple 

Children’s School opened as a day care center on the first day of UW classes that September. 
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The Human Needs Appeal had its beginning in about the same year as the start of the day care 

center. It was the outcome of a spontaneous motion made at a budget-setting meeting of the 

Administrative Board. Someone proposed that $10,000 be added to the already stringently pared 

budget to be given to a local organization making possible mortgage down payments on houses 

for low-income persons. The Board did not accept the proposal but did set up a committee which 

studied the matter. In a subsequent fund-raising effort, they came up with double the originally 

proposed amount. The following year, the Human Needs Appeal was established to receive 

separate pledges for the support of local projects which were meeting human needs.  

Despite Dr. Corson’s initial concern that Marian Towle might not find the role of an associate 

pastor’s wife appealing, she quickly became happily active in the life of the congregation, 

especially in the United Methodist Women, of which she served a term as President. She also 

was employed at various times as secretary at the Westminster Foundation, as office manager for 

the ecumenical Campus Christian Ministry, and as assistant to Jean Reis in the Bishop’s office. 

In 1998 Ed and Marian moved to the Wesley Homes retirement Center in Des Moines and 

transferred their relationship to the Des Moines UMC. Daughter Jennifer and her husband Dan 

Olson remain active members of the U. Temple congregation. 

 

Daniel D. Walker: 1967 – 1972 

Walker was born Dec. 1915 in the little town of Tenmile, Oregon. He 

attended Pomona College in California and graduated in 1936 with a degree 

in psychology. After graduating from Boston Theological Seminary in 1939, 

he immediately began working for the Northern California Methodist Youth 

Conference Program. In 1941, he was appointed senior minister of Trinity 

Methodist Church in San Francisco and married Virginia Lowe Lovelady in 

that same year. Their son Jerry was born in 1943, son Doug, in 1946, 

daughter Lois Ann in 1949, and son Tom in 1953. 

Walker wrote his first book The Human Problems of the Minister (Harper 

and Rowe, 1960) while he was serving as senior minister of the First Methodist Church in 

Oakland California. He received his D. D. degree from the University of the Pacific, Stockton, 

California, in 1963 while he was senior minister of the First Methodist Church in Santa Monica, 

California. Dr. Walker’s second book Enemy in the Pew (Harper and Rowe) was published in 

1967. Copies of both books are preserved in the U. Temple library. 

In 1968 Dr. Walker was transferred from the So. California-Arizona Conference to the Pacific 

Northwest Conference and appointed senior minister of University Temple. Because he had been 

elected a delegate to the Western Jurisdiction Conference meeting that summer in Hawaii, he 

didn’t arrive in Seattle until late August. He was accompanied by his wife Virginia and teen-aged 

son Tom. Tom was welcomed into the very active United Methodist Youth (UMY) group at the 
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Temple and quickly became a popular and valued member. Under the leadership of Associate 

Pastor Bob McGlone, UMY (both Junior and Senior High) met directly after school on 

Wednesdays, had supper, a meeting, and worship. They did lots of singing and the group at times 

numbered as many as 60. 

Dr. Walker came to Seattle at a time of much turmoil in the community surrounding the Temple. 

Despite the success of UMY, many parents, fearful of exposing their children to the drug scene 

growing up in the University District, transferred their membership to suburban churches. One 

youth remembers going to U. Temple in the morning during the summer of 1969 and smelling 

tear gas in the alley, left over from the police dispersing a mob the night before. Another 

memory comes from an attendee at a meeting in the pastor’s office on a hot summer evening. 

The windows were all open because of the heat and a large group of students, protesting the 

Vietnam War, began marching up 15
th
 Avenue shouting slogans. Windows were broken in a 

nearby bank, and stores were vandalized, but amazingly none of the stained glass windows in the 

church were touched. 

One of the highlights of the Walker years was the hosting of the Western Jurisdiction Conference 

in the summer of 1972. Three new bishops were elected, including one of our own, Jack Tuell, 

who along with his wife Marji, had sung in the U. Temple Choir while he was a student at the 

UW Law School. Bishop Tuell was elected first on the 12
th
 ballot, Melvin Wheatley on the 18

th
 

ballot and Wilbur Choy was elected on the 27
th
 ballot. The Consecration service that followed 

was a memorable occasion for all. The Temple was completely full including people sitting in 

the antiphonal balcony. A plaque in the chancel floor commemorates the occasion and also the 

Jurisdiction Conferences held in 1948 and 1996. 

In 1972, Dr. Walker left U. Temple to become Superintendent of the Puget Sound District and 

later served a term as senior minister of the Edmonds United Methodist Church. Virginia Walker 

died in 1980 during their pastoral service there. She is buried in the Evergreen-Washelli 

cemetery in Seattle. Dr. Walker retired from the full-time ministry in 1981 but continued to serve 

in interim ministerial positions in Washington and California for some years after that. At 

present (2009), Dr. Walker makes his home at the Casa de las Campanas Retirement Center in 

San Diego. 
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Melvin M. Finkbeiner: 1973-1984 
Finkbeiner was born on a wheat ranch near the little town of Connell, 

Wash. He graduated cum laude from The College of Idaho at Caldwell 

with a B.A. in philosophy and then earned a Master of Divinity degree at 

Emory University in Atlanta. He did graduate work at Garrett 

Evangelical Seminary, Evanston, Illinois, and at United Theological 

College, Vancouver, B. C. Mel is the recipient of two honorary degrees: 

the Doctor of Divinity from the University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, 

WA where he also served as a Trustee; and the Doctor of Humane 

Letters from Huston-Tillotson University in Austin, Texas. 

“In 1972–73, I was serving my sixth year as District Superintendent (DS) under Bishop Wilbur 

W. Y. Choy when he decided he wanted me to become Pastor of U. Temple replacing Daniel 

Walker. I already knew something of both the joys and the sorrows having spent nearly four 

years as U. Temple's superintendent. I met with the Staff Parish Relations Committee (mind you, 

I was their DS while meeting with them), and as I recall, the Committee may have questioned 

my coming — but that was never raised in the interview session. It was more “are you willing to 

come, knowing what you do?” My answer was “Yes, I will gladly come because the Bishop 

wants to appoint me to this congregation.” As a part of my vows entering the Methodist ordained 

ministry I had promised to go where I was appointed — and I have. 

“University Temple through its history had been served by outstanding pastors — of whom I did 

not consider myself as one. It has an aura about it that has made pastors eager to be invited to 

serve there. Eleanor and I spent 11 hallowed years with you all. There came a time while serving 

U. Temple when loss of members ceased and growth was beginning. But we never succeeded to 

the extent I had hoped and prayed for. But Eleanor and I are always deeply moved when it is our 

privilege to return and worship in this holy, sacred place! As a young Pastor back in the late 40's 

I had brought a group of senior high kids to a convocation being held on the west side. I stopped 

at the Temple, went inside, was awed by its architecture and knelt at its Communion Rail in 

prayer never thinking that one day I might be the senior pastor. 

“In 1984, after having served 11 years as senior pastor of University Temple, I entered the retired 

relationship. Appointed in a volunteer capacity, I served as a Western Jurisdiction mission core 

interpreter for the General Board of Global Ministries, and as a volunteer coordinator for the 

Pacific Northwest Annual Conference to develop the Short Term Mission Volunteers program in 

cooperation with the General Board of Global Ministries. 

“Eleanor and I initially made our retirement home in Richland, Wash. where I served as a part-

time member of the staff of Central United Protestant Church to establish a Grief and Loss 

Program. During that 11-year period the ministry grew to be community wide and non-sectarian. 

In 2007, we celebrated our 65th wedding anniversary. We have two children, soon to reach their 

own retirement age.  
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“Eleanor is a native of Cle Elum, Washington. She has served as volunteer coordinator of 

children’s ministries for the Children’s Ministries of the PNW Conference and was an elected lay 

member of the 1988 General and Jurisdictional Conference. In retirement she has written an 

overview of the Bible entitled Bible Treasures. It is a teacher and student text, the product of ten 

years of practical research and writing. Her intended readers are senior high youth and adults. 

Her hobby across the years has been painting in oils, and her fine work has always been 

displayed on the walls of our home. For a ten-year period in retirement, Eleanor and I were 

square dance enthusiasts. But there comes a time!” 

Since February 2008, the Finkbeiners have made their home at the Wesley Homes Retirement 

Center in Des Moines, Washington. 

 

Paul J. Beeman: 1984-1986  
“Born in Boston to a Goodwill Industries executive-director father and a 

radio writer and producer mother, I was reared in Louisville, Kentucky, 

and attended high school in Gary, Indiana. I was graduated from 

Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana (BA degree), and Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois (BD, M. Div) in 

1954. Further graduate studies include: Syracuse University Graduate 

School of Journalism 2 year master’s program; Duke Divinity School 

pastor in residence and instructor in field service; plus studies at 

Claremont School of Theology and Vancouver (BC) School of Theology. 

“Our children are: Richard Beeman, real estate developer, Marin County, California; the Rev. 

Bradley Beeman, currently serving in Santa Monica, CA, soon to return to a Pacific Northwest 

pastorate; Judy Graham, Olympia dental office manager; and David Beeman, Associate Dean of 

Student Affairs and Alumni, Columbia University Graduate School of the Arts, New York City. 

Betty and I have seven grandchildren. 

“My experiences in other cultures have enriched my life and ministry. These include: a summer-

long work camp in Mexico; conversations with a leader at the Vatican; an extended visit to Israel 

and surrounding nations; a two month educational tour through East, West and South African 

nations and mission stations; preaching in a Midlands English Methodist parish; and chaplain on 

cruises with visits to various Latin American nations.  

“Graduate school brought me the love of my life, Betty Winn. Our journey of 56 years together 

has taken us from Garrett to the Chicago Temple with Charles Ray Goff, then to the Dakota 

prairies to open a public relations office for Bishop Edwin Voigt. With a scholarship for the two-

year journalism-public relations master’s program at Syracuse, we moved to a tiny two-point 
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pastorate near Syracuse and transformed it into a thriving suburban congregation. Then I was 

invited to become director of public relations for Bishop Everett Palmer in Seattle. 

“I spent the rest of my career in Washington State — in public relations, as the state Council of 

Churches’ first registered lobbyist in Olympia, in pastorates in Bellevue, Seattle and Olympia, 

and as Spokane District Superintendent. After a few post-retirement years as a fundraiser for 

non-profit organizations, we happily retired in the United Methodist-founded Wesley Homes, in 

Des Moines, WA where I also served as developer and station manager for an all-volunteer 

closed circuit TV facility. 

“Having two gay children introduced us to a whole new realm of reality and ministry, both 

secular and church-related. In Olympia we founded a chapter of PFLAG (Parents, Families and 

Friends of Lesbians and Gays). I was named to the national board, and later elected national 

president, organizing and speaking across the nation. Then we shifted our efforts to United 

Methodist venues through the Reconciling Ministries Network and the Parents Reconciling 

Network, at conference and national levels.  

“At various times I have served as vice-chair, Greater Seattle Council of Churches; twice elected 

a General Conference member; four times a Western Jurisdictional Conference member; and 

member of the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. My outside interests include 

the Rotary Club, hiking, music, golf, writing and desk-top publishing. 

“When appointed to University Temple, I found a congregation in love with their previous pastor 

and reluctant to accept a new one, yet we also found warm and supportive members. The 

building was in need of repair and maintenance and members were eager to restore its glory 

days. My goals included seeking to minister to new populations, further expansion of the student 

ministry, and improvement of the building. In spite of problematic areas, I am pleased at the 

advancements made during my stay, and proud to have been a pastor at the Temple.” 
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Bonnie Chandler-Warren: Associate Pastor, 1987-1990. 
 

“I was born in Spokane, July 25, 1948, and raised on a wheat farm 

in eastern Washington. I attended the University of Puget Sound, 

1966-68, but my educational career was interrupted when I married 

William G. Chandler, who subsequently was killed in Viet Nam in 

1972. His death when I was 24 years old altered my life, instilled in 

me a compassion for those who mourn, strengthened my faith and 

trust in a God of infinite grace and mercy, and influenced my 

commitment to pacifism. In 1983 I finally finished my BA in 

Sociology at Whitworth College, Spokane. Two years of extensive 

Bible Study in the early 1980’s lead me to my love of scripture, and 

my love for the one who was (and is) a gifted teacher, Rev. Larry 

M. Warren. 

When we married in 1983 and combined our families, we had five children to raise together. 

They have now given us seven grandchildren, with one more due in June 2010. They also bring 

to us their life partners from Mexico, Slovakia, and the Philippines. My three daughters are all 

professional educators teaching in Olympia, Shelton, and for Chief Leschi Schools in Puyallup. 

Newly graduated from Vancouver School of Theology in 1987, in a year when there was an 

abundance of clergy, my appointment to University Temple was underwritten on a half-time 

basis by money from the Annual Conference. I clearly remember my first Sunday, processing 

into the sanctuary with Dick Eslinger, Frank Brown, and Wayne McCleskey, wearing matching 

grey robes, and overhearing a small voice asking her mother, “Which one is God.” Thus began 

my ministry among you as your first female clergy. 

By my second year, the Temple took on full responsibility for my salary, and in the three years I 

was privileged to serve among you I gained experience in the pulpit, worked with the children 

and lead confirmation classes and bible studies. I enjoyed the magnificence of choir and organ 

and the beauty of the sanctuary, still recalling the grandeur of Easter and Christmas services. I 

visited with the quilting group each week, brought them two of my mother’s quilt tops, worked 

side by side with them and began my love affair with quilting. With endowment funds given for 

women’s education, United Methodist Women began an annual Women’s Retreat in 1988, and I 

was honored to be asked to lead that retreat in its twentieth year in 2008.  

I left U Temple in 1990, to serve Spanaway UMC, and soon took the first of four Volunteer in 

Mission Trips to the Philippines.  In 1995 my husband Larry and I began eight years of serving 

as co-pastors at Renton First UMC. From 2000-2004 I chaired the Conference Board of 

Ordained Ministry, and was elected as a Delegate to Jurisdictional Conference in 2004, present 

to help elect Bob Hoshibata Bishop. From 2003-2006 I was the Senior Pastor at Wesley UMC in 

Yakima, also with an organ and organist to rival U Temple. Currently I am the pastor of the 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 2.  The Pastors And Staff 

 

 - 45 - 

United Methodist Church at Lakewood, and completing the work towards a Doctor of Ministry 

through San Francisco Theological Seminary. 

 
 

Frank E. Brown: Associate Pastor 1985, 1988; Sr. Pastor 1986-87 
Frank Edwin Brown was born in 1915 in Paynesville, 

Minnesota, received a B.A. degree from Linfield College 

McMinnville, Oregon and a B.D. from Garrett Seminary in 

1941. Frank then served long pastorates at Methodist churches in 

Oregon and Washington and was involved in preaching missions 

to Hawaii, Alaska, Australia, England, South America, and 

Korea. He received an honorary D. D. from the University of 

Puget Sound in 1961 and served two terms as District 

Superintendent of the Puget Sound and Seattle Districts. After 

retiring in 1985, he became the Chaplain at Bayview Manor and 

was soon appointed part-time Minister of Membership at U. 

Temple replacing Rev. Mark Poole in that position. 

 

After U. Temple’s senior minister Rev Paul Beeman’s departed in 1986, Dr. Brown, although 

retired, agreed to serve as interim senior minister and occupied that position until 1987 when 

Dick Eslinger was appointed. Brown stayed on as an associate until early 1988 when the bishop 

transferred him to Beacon Hill Methodist to fill the empty pulpit left by the untimely death of the 

Rev. Willie Jackson. Frank then spent 8 more years as pastor of the Magnolia Methodist Church 

before retiring again in 1997. He died in 1998 at Wesley Homes in Des Moines Washington. 

 

Frank’s wife Elsie was a strong advocate for United Methodist Women and served a term as 

UMW Conference President. Elsie is especially remembered at U. Temple as a respected writer 

of religious poetry. Together, they left a legacy of more than 60 years of dedicated service to the 

United Methodist Church. Although Frank’s years as a pastor at U. Temple came after he retired 

and were relatively brief, his challenging sermons, positive regard for other people, and his 

unfailing humor made him a beloved figure.  
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Richard L. Eslinger: 1987-1992 
Eslinger was born in Washington D.C. in 1940, received his divinity 

degree from Boston University in 1965 and a Ph.D. in systematic 

theology from Boston University in 1970. He came to U. Temple from 

Duke University Divinity School where he was associate professor of 

Christian worship. During his 4-years at U. Temple, Dr. Eslinger was 

also visiting lecturer in Methodist studies and in preaching at the 

Vancouver School of Theology, Vancouver, B.C. Wife Elise Eslinger 

was very active in U. Temple activities, served as director of the 

Pacific Northwest Council on Ministries, and was the organist at St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Church for several years. 

Dick and Elise left U. Temple in 1992 for St. Meinrad 

Theological Seminary in Indiana where he served as a 

visiting scholar, and as pastor of the Hatfield and 

Yankeetown United Methodist Churches. Today (2009), 

Dr. Eslinger is professor of worship and homiletics and 

Academic Dean and Vice-President for Academic Affairs 

at United Theological Seminary (UTS) in Dayton, Ohio. 

He remains an adjunct professor of preaching at Mount 

St. Mary's Seminary in Cincinnati. Dr. Eslinger is the 

author of a number of books on preaching, his most 

recent is The Web of Preaching: Living Options in 

Homiletic Method which was published in 2002. In his spare time, Dick enjoys soaring and is a 

certified flight instructor with a glider rating. 

Elise Eslinger, whose fields are church music, worship, and spiritual formation, serves as 

director of the UTS Institute for Applied Theology, director of the United Sound, Seminary 

Singers, editor, Upper Room Worship book, and minister of music at Westwood United 

Methodist Church in Cincinnati. They have three young adult 

children and two grandchildren. 

Reflections from Dr. Eslinger: “The invitation to become senior pastor at University Temple was 

one of those "too good to be true" blessings that come from God. My sense of calling had always 

found a blend of pastoral ministry (especially with regard to worship and preaching) and the 

ministry to higher education to be most fulfilling. I believe this blend also called forth my 

spiritual gifts most fully. It was, therefore, with great excitement and enthusiasm that I responded 

to this Episcopal "call" and was appointed to the Temple. 

“My first experiences in this new appointment, though, could dampen the enthusiasm of a saint! 

On one hand, the physical deterioration of the church building was depressing in itself. In the 

sanctuary, rain ran down the walls and large areas had lost their plaster entirely, showing the 

 

Pastor Eslinger, a certified flight 

instructor, with his sailplane. 
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brickwork which had been hidden underneath. Also, the worship space drastically needed 

painting, but the leaks (a modest word for these floods!) needed to be repaired first. Then, too, 

the old sound system was on its last legs and was in serious need of upgrading. As David di Fiore 

noted to us, the vintage grill cloth over the organ pipe chambers was beyond hope and filled with 

dust. It served mainly to muffle the sounds of the organ. The north entrance of the building was 

also crying out for attention. Looking more like a “delivery service” entrance, it had become the 

primary means of access to the entire facility. Simply put, the renewal of University Temple was 

a task that would begin with some serious attention to the facility 

“Thankfully, the Temple Board of Trustees was more than up for these challenges and, most 

importantly, many members of the Temple congregation responded with special gifts towards 

these essential projects. Soon, the sanctuary was dry—thanks to some significant roof work—

and repainted and later on, the grill cloth was removed and a wooden grid was installed that 

provided a tasteful and much more "open" sound to the previously hidden organ pipes. The north 

entrance was marvelously transformed and in the process, a new sign was erected at the corner of 

43rd and 15th. We were on the way! 

“We were also on the way in healing some of the on-going losses that had been experienced by 

veteran members of the congregation. The loss of Wesley House still pained a number of Temple 

members who had lived there, worshipped and studied there, and even found their life-partners 

there. It remained a challenge for some to leave the grieving of old losses behind, and to turn 

with hope toward God's new future. However, that turnaround process began and involved a 

number of new ministries and an incredible effort on the part of so many Temple members. 

“The Wesley Club ministry was reformed and, under the solid leadership of Wayne McCleskey, 

began to experience new life and to attract a remarkable group of “UDub” students. We also 

initiated a series of "University/Church Colloquy" gatherings, uniting academic and pastoral 

leadership in conversation around core issues. 

“We also noticed that the Temple had been incredibly creative in putting into place a variety of 

generational fellowship groups, beginning with the "Meriweds" right after the Second World 

War. (Needless to say, these "Meriweds" needed to change the name of their wonderful group as 

time rolled on!). Groups of younger members had also gathered and were an ongoing part of the 

Temple's congregational life. However—and as a sign of the times—no new group had been put 

in place for the young adults of the 1980's and '90's (those younger "baby boomers"). 

“After a year of planning, a task force of those young adults came to a vision for a second 

worship service to complement the 11:00 traditional liturgy. The time the planning group 

decided on was 8:30 am on Sunday to be preceded by a half-hour breakfast. Thus, the name, 

"Early Christians," was born and that worshipping community grew and its community-in-Christ 

deepened. This worship service was of a more "contemporary" flavor, featuring "praise and 

worship" songs and the use of electronic media.  



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 2.  The Pastors And Staff 

 

 - 48 - 

“With this new initiative, it was easy to begin on a right note (pun intended) by having the Holy 

Meal celebrated every Sunday. Finally, what began as a Lenten six-week study of the Gospel 

lesson for the coming Sunday evolved into glorious community of “culinary rabbis”—the 

members of “Soup and Study.” This intergenerational gathering became my own primary group 

of support and mutual engagement in the study of the Word. I will never forget those Wednesday 

gatherings with my beloved friends! 

“This push for renewal did not leave the 11:00 service in the sanctuary untouched. With David di 

Fiore’s leadership, and the gentle moral support of organist emeritus Walter Eichinger, a major 

plan for refurbishing and upgrading the organ was implemented. The Temple organ is now one 

of Seattle’s most important instruments! Throughout the years of my pastorate, the Chancel 

Choir with Chuck Peterson sustained a ministry of beautiful song that enhanced our worship. 

(Who could ever forget those Christmas Eve “Lessons and Carols” services?). 

“The Temple Quilters provided the first frontal for the altar table using a design especially 

created by liturgical artist Mary Boyd (who became U.T.’s senior Pastor in 2007). The design 

was based on the text from the Book of Revelation which proclaimed that in the New Jerusalem 

there shall grow “the tree of life” whose leaves will be “for the healing of the nations”(Rev. 

22:2). The Committee on Worship and the Memorials Committee also discussed creating a more 

visible baptismal font bowl made in the same marble that graces the high altar. And, as 

mentioned earlier, we installed a new and effective sound system. We also began dreaming of a 

time when we would renew and redesign the chapel, a dream that has now become a glorious 

reality. 

“I cannot adequately express what a joy it remains to have preached and presided in this holy 

place with such a gracious and worshipful people of God! This joy and deep awe I experienced 

most completely as we added the Easter Vigil to our Holy Week services. I have continued to 

advocate for a retrieval of this solemn and joyous first service of Easter in my teaching here at 

United Theological Seminary. 

“During my tenure at the Temple, we also deepened some continuing mission projects and 

initiated other outreach ministries. Teen Feed was a desperately needed ministry to runaway and 

“throwaway” youth who flooded the University District. Our sponsorship of missions was 

strengthened, and some Temple members took Temple faith and energy to overseas mission 

projects. Ecumenical relationships were also deepening during those five years of my pastorate. 

We introduced an ecumenical Palm Sunday opening rite where the Christians of the District 

gathered in an open lot to hear the story of the Lord’s triumphal entry in the Holy City. We 

blessed the palms and all returned to our own churches for the remainder of that Palm/Passion 

Sunday service. (It now appears that those seeds of ecumenical relationships are about to bear 

even greater fruit. Thank God!) 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 2.  The Pastors And Staff 

 

 - 49 - 

“Elise sends her love and gratitude as well, with cherished memories of relationships and shared 

intergenerational projects which abounded at the Temple, interwoven with her work with the 

Council on Ministries of the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference. We currently enjoy our work 

together at the United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, which is enriched by the 

learning’s and unique experience of our time in the Pacific Northwest, especially at University 

Temple. Christ’s Shalom to you.” 

 
 

Mark E. Poole Jr.: Associate Pastor 1990-2004 
Mark was born in 1932 in Mesopotamia, Ohio and grew up on a small 

family dairy farm near Nelson, Ohio. They had no electricity so Mark 

milked cows twice a day by hand. Summers were spent haying — the men 

and boys working in the fields, the women and girls cooking huge meals. 

A neighboring farmer’s daughter, Jean Bowen and Mark’s sister Marian 

(Karpoff) were among those helping. 

Mark had first met Jean Bowen in grade school when she was seven and 

he was nine. But Mark soon skipped a grade so Jean was a freshman when 

Mark graduated from high school in 1949. He continued his love of farming at Ohio State 

University where he studied agriculture. After graduation in 1953, he joined the Navy and flew 

as a radar control officer. While in the Navy, Mark experienced a call to the ministry and in 

1956, returned to Ohio where he entered the Methodist Graduate School of Theology at Oberlin. 

By then, Mark and Jean had fallen in love and they were married in 1957 while he was a student 

at Oberlin. Mark graduated in 1960 and was ordained in the East Ohio Conference of the 

Methodist Church. Mark and Jean then served local churches in Ohio for the next 18 years. 

During this time, they had three children, John, Mary, and Carol.  

When the civil rights movement began, Mark felt called to join the organizing and protest efforts 

led by Martin Luther King. He marched in the historic March on Washington in 1963 and 

returned with a sense of urgency about the global concerns of race, war, poverty. In 1974, the 

Pooles joined a family religious community focused on church renewal (the Ecumenical 

Institute), as the way to respond to global need. This work took them to a village in Egypt for 4½ 

years, son John to India for 1½ years and daughters Mary and Carol to schools in Scotland, 

England, Chicago, and Canada.  

In 1980, Mark served as area director for the Ecumenical Institute/Institute for Cultural Affairs in 

Edmonton, Alberta Canada. While there, he suffered two heart attacks and was disabled with a 

very damaged heart. But Mark decided he had another 20 years to live and put his energy in that 

direction. The family moved to Seattle to continue the education of the children and find a more 

temperate climate for Mark. At U. Temple, Mark led the adult education team and at Rev. 
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Sharon Moe's invitation, soon became the minister of visitation. One event he especially liked to 

recall was the “welcome home” lunch and celebration of those who lived in retirement homes 

and nursing homes, held at U. Temple. With his wife Jean, Rev. Poole helped start a homeless 

shelter at U. Temple for young adults ages 18-25 — a shelter that began with one bed and now 

has 25.  

Rev. Poole liked tackling tough issues. While serving U. Temple, he supported gay clergy, 

demonstrated at the World Trade Protests of the 90’s, and stood up against war through his 

involvement with the Fellowship of Reconciliation, an interfaith peace organization.  

For the last 10 years of his life, Mark devoted much of his energy volunteering for the Maasai 

Environmental Resources Coalition (MERC), a non-profit organization founded by former U. 

Temple member Meitamei Dapash dedicated to preserving the culture of native Africans and 

protecting the animals and the land they roamed. Mark felt his heart called to Kenya when he 

became a colleague of Meitamei, a Maasai conservationist and human rights activist who came 

to the Temple with his family as political refugees. U. Temple soon became a deeply supportive 

community for the Dapash family and for the Maasai Environmental Resource Coalition. In 

2003, more than a dozen members of the congregation joined Meitamei and Mark on a safari to 

Kenya, and responded to the desperate need for a well in Mischinani, Narok by raising the 

$6,000 needed (full story and pictures are in the U. Temple Archives). 

Rev. Poole died in 2004 as he had lived — grateful and, as always, looking forward to his next 

great adventure. Mark’s wife Jean and his sister, Marian Karpoff, remain active members of the 

U. Temple congregation. 

 

Sharon L. Moe: 1992 -2002 
Rev. Moe graduated from Union Theological Seminary in New York 

City (class of 1986) and served churches in Washington and Idaho 

before being appointed to U. Temple in 1992. She is a presiding 

elder in the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference and has served as 

chair of the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, the 

Jurisdictional Council on Ministries, and the Vision Team for the 

Western Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. During her 

tenure at U. Temple, Rev. Moe put a strong emphasis on peace with 

justice ministries, and on pastoral care. In her first message to the 

congregation (printed in Tower Tidings), she stated “Let me share 

with you a charge that has been most meaningful for me in my 

ministry. The job of the peacemaker is to stop war, to purify the 

world, and to find God in everything and everyone.” 
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During her U. Temple pastorate, Rev. Moe traveled twice to Iraq before the U. S. invasion, and 

taught feminist theology in the Philippines. Her experiences in Israel/Palestine led her to work 

for the “Kids for Hope” project to engage Palestinian Christian youth from the West Bank in a 

cross-cultural camping experience. She also visited Unitarian Christians in Hungary and 

Romania. Her first trip to Iraq was with a delegation from Washington Physicians for Social 

Responsibility and her second as part of a Voices in the Wilderness group. “I came to Iraq for a 

second time because I wanted to reconnect with the people, many of whom I became very fond 

of when I was here before, but even more than that, I wanted to make a stand against what the 

president is calling on us all to do, which is to hate and be afraid of the people of Iraq,” Moe 

said. “So, coming to Iraq was a stand against that, a refusal to give in to the fear that is being 

stirred up in the U.S.” “My heart grieves for these people," said Moe. "When there's a war, there 

will be an inordinate amount of suffering, and it will be suffering for the sake of a lie — that 

we're afraid of weapons of mass destruction, when really we just want control of the oil market.” 

Rev. Moe chaired the Board of Ordained Ministry (1992- 95) and served on the Board of 

Congregational Development, and as a Presiding Elder and clergy cluster leader. After she left 

U. Temple in 2003, Moe took a sabbatical year in 2003-04 during which she adventured in 

Africa — visiting the Maasai Environmental Resources Coalition in Kenya and going on a 

mountain gorilla trek in the Virunga Volcanic Mountains in Western Uganda — and in 

Israel/Palestine, where she studied at the Ecumenical Institute for Theological Studies. Upon her 

return in 2004, she was appointed to Tibbetts UMC in West Seattle. 

In September 2007, Bishop Edward W. Paup appointed Rev. Moe Superintendent of the new 

Tacoma District. This appointment followed the bishop's intention to separate the Tacoma and 

Seattle Districts, which had been combined in 2005. 

 

Kay Colleen Barckley: Deacon 2002 – Present 
Rev. Barckley was born in Portland, Oregon in 1952, received her 

BS degree from Willamette University in 1974, her M.Ed. degree 

from the University of Washington in 1978, and completed her 

seminary education in 1991 from Claremont School of Theology 

and Perkins School of Theology.  

Kay remembers fondly her early formation at Asbury United 

Methodist Church in Hood River, Oregon — a small United 

Methodist congregation of faithful disciples where she was active 

ministering through the cherub choir, and with her mother for 

receptions. The Methodist Youth Fellowship Summer camp at 

Camp Magruder was another key in Kay’s formation. 
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Rev. Kay’s Methodist servant ministry lineage spans several generations, beginning with her 

third great grandfather, the first Methodist class leader in Wisconsin. In retrospect it is not 

surprising that Kay answered the call to ministry and in 1978, she began the journey which 

would lead her to ministry among the community of faithful disciples at University Temple. 

Prior to being appointed to University Temple, Kay served in set-apart lay ministry as a 

deaconess (having been commissioned in 1980) at Deaconess Children’s Services and University 

Temple Day Care Center. In 1991 Kay was consecrated a Diaconal Minister, continuing her 

ministry as a consultant in child and family ministry. With the denominational re-ordering of 

ministry approved at the 1996 General Conference, Kay felt called to the new Order of Deacon 

and was ordained to that order in 1997. 

During Rev. Barckley’s years of appointment to University Temple she has served in the areas of 

children and family ministry, spiritual formation, and worship. In addition she has served within 

the conference and general church on the PNW Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, served 

as chair of the Order of Deacons, was an alternate delegate to General Conference and a delegate 

to Jurisdictional Conference, served on the Seattle District Committee on Ministry, the 

Stewardship Advisory Board, and the Design Team for the International United Methodist 

Clergy Women’s Consultation. Kay also has served as an invited workshop leader in the areas of 

liturgical dance and worship. 

Rev. Barckley is married to Rich Tyas and has a daughter, Kelsey. Kay enjoys her spiritual 

disciplines of exercise, prayer and liturgical dance. She is also grateful for the ministry of 

parenting and supporting Kelsey in her educational and gymnastics endeavors. 

 

Jack Duane Olive: 2003-2007 
Olive was born in Tacoma, Washington and graduated from Garrett 

Theological Seminary in 1976. Jack met Sylvia Glynn Bylsma in junior 

high. “We had our first date at the Senior Prom and have been stuck with 

each other ever since — 38 years of marriage and three for dating before 

that. We are both natives of the Pacific Northwest.” 

Before coming to U. Temple in 2003, Jack and Glynn served churches in 

Walnut Grove and Prairie City, Ill., and in Sumner, Edmonds and Mercer 

Island, Washington. Jack has been an adjunct professor at Pacific Lutheran 

University, Tacoma, visiting professor of New Testament at the University of Puget Sound, and 

adjunct professor of New Testament at Northwest Theological Union, Seattle. Rev. Olive has 

also led several archaeological excavations in Meiron, Gush Halav, Caesarea Maritima, 

Sepphoris, Yodefat, Cana and Omrit, Israel and Sebastopol, Ukraine. He currently serves as field 

director of the Macalester College Excavations at Omrit, Israel. His ecumenical involvement 
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includes the Church Council of Greater Seattle, the American Jewish Committee, Children of 

Abraham Dialogue Group, Seattle Jewish Christian Clergy Dialogue Group, and the founding 

member of findcommonground.org and Kids for Hope. 

Olive has long been affiliated with Seattle University’s School of Theology and Ministry (STM) 

having served there since the inception of its Institute for Ecumenical Theological Studies 

(IETS). Jack was a member of the IETS advisory board for six years and board president for one 

year. 

In 2006, Bishop Edward Paup announced a missioning appointment making Olive interim 

assistant dean for ecumenical relations at Seattle University’s School of Theology and Ministry 

(STM) — continuing his responsibilities as senior pastor of U. Temple on a half-time basis. Rev. 

Amy Wyatt was appointed as his half-time assistant at the Temple. 

In 2007, Bishop Paup extended Olive's interim missioning appointment and made it full-time. 

Jack is presently Assistant Dean of Ecumenical Relations at STM. 

One of Olive’s major accomplishments while he was at U. Temple was laying the groundwork 

for the University District Ecumenical Campus Coalition (UDECC). In January 2007, University 

Temple honored Rev. Olive with a reception to celebrate the 25th anniversary of his ordination 

as elder in the United Methodist Church and 33 years since his ordination as deacon. 

 

Mary Petrina Boyd: 2007- Present 
In 2007, U. Temple welcomed the Rev. Dr. Mary Petrina Boyd, our 21

st
 

senior minister and the second woman to serve as senior pastor in our 

120-year history. As the fourth generation in her family to serve as 

Methodist clergy in the PNW conference, hers is an interesting story 

that profoundly contributes to the ever-changing and evolving heritage 

of U. Temple United Methodist Church. 

Born Mary Petrina Allen in Tacoma, Washington her earliest church 

memories were of the Summit Methodist Church. Her family later 

moved to Washougal, Washington, where she became active in 

Methodist Youth Fellowship at the Washougal UMC. Mary graduated 

from Washougal High School in 1966 and attended the University of Puget Sound, graduating in 

1970 with a B.A. in Religion. She met her future husband, Stephen Boyd, when they were both 

freshmen at the University of Puget Sound. 

Stephen Boyd was born in the little town of Azel, Texas, in 1948. His father was a meteorologist 

(weather guesser) with the US Weather Bureau who was soon transferred to Kwajalein in the 
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Marshall Islands, where Steve grew up, and then to Hawaii where Steve graduated from high 

school (in 1966). Steve then attended the University of Puget Sound, graduating in 1970 with a 

degree in physics and a minor in philosophy. Steve and Mary met on a city bus during their 

freshman year and got married in 1969 when they were both seniors. Upon graduation, Steve 

was drafted so he enlisted in the Navy, went to officer candidate school, and then volunteered for 

explosive ordinance disposal (EOD) duty and spent two years as an EOD officer on the aircraft 

carrier Coral Sea based in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. His philosophy was that he should answer his 

country’s call to serve in the armed forces, and defusing bombs was a positive thing he could to 

help keep people safe. While he was serving on the aircraft carrier, Mary attended graduate 

school at the University of Hawaii, receiving an MS degree in Library Science in 1973. After 

Steve was discharged from the Navy in 1974, he decided to go into the ministry. Mary worked as 

a librarian at the Naval Research Laboratory while Steve attended Wesley Theological Seminary 

in Washington D.C. where he earned a Master of Theological Studies degree in 1977. During 

this time, he served as a student pastor at several local churches, preaching and doing counseling. 

After deciding not to go into the ministry, he worked for a consulting firm “Scientific 

Applications International” from 1977 to 1981. 

Tiring of the oppressive heat and humidity in Washington D.C., Steve and Mary returned to the 

Seattle area in 1981 and Steve began his career at Boeing. They attended the Kennydale 

Methodist Church where Rev. (now Bishop) Elaine Stanovsky was their pastor. Mary raised their 

two sons and worked part time as a liturgical artist. It was during this time that Mary was 

commissioned by U. Temple to design the vestments for the altar and communion table. 

As a young girl in 1965, Mary had answered Bishop Palmer's call, at an ordination service, for 

the young people present to dedicate their lives to “church-related careers.” But the bishop 

offered the call to ministry only to the young men present and Mary spent years searching for, 

but never finding, that “church-related career” open to women. Utilizing her education and love 

for books, she worked as a librarian and liturgical artist and continued her search in faith. 

In 1988, Boyd surprised even herself by telling a friend, “I've been thinking about going into 

ministry.” 

“I’d never verbalized that, even in my own head, so I shocked myself far more than my 

friend. I immediately began to list all the reasons why I couldn’t go into ministry: how 

could I leave all my responsibilities here, how could I give up working as a liturgical 

artist, there was no seminary close, and I had young children. My friend listened 

patiently and then countered every one of my arguments. I didn’t recognize then the 

standard biblical pattern of call, objection, assurance. Jesus doesn’t do his work alone, 

but calls disciples to come with him. I’m always amazed by their instantaneous 

obedience. Personally, I’m much more comfortable with the Old Testament stories of 

God’s call. Those being called don’t say yes immediately, but object that they couldn’t 

possibly do what God asks. For example, Moses objected five times, finally saying, ‘O 
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my Lord, please send someone else?’ Frankly, I identify more with Moses than Peter, 

Andrew, James, and John!” 

But by 1989, the Boyd family had moved back to Washington D.C. and Mary became a student 

at Wesley Theological Seminary. Steve transferred to the Boeing Co. office in Washington D.C. 

“It was wonderful to be back in school, to be challenged and encouraged to grow and learn,” 

Mary recalls. She studied Hebrew and fell in love with biblical studies. She received a Master of 

Divinity from Wesley in 1992, and, encouraged by the faculty, she applied for the doctoral 

program. In 1992, she began work on a Ph.D. from the Union School of Theology in Richmond, 

Virginia. 

After her course work was completed in 1996, Mary and her family returned to Kent, 

Washington where she began writing her dissertation: “The House that Wisdom Wove: 

Functions of Household in Proverbs 31:10 – 31.” Steve returned to his old job at Boeing and 

Mary served from 1997 to 1999 at the nearby Pacific United Methodist Church — the same 

church where her grandfather had begun his ministry in 1908. The PNW Conference assigned 

her to school for the conference year 1999-2000 to finish her dissertation. Sadly, both of her 

parents suffered strokes that year and required her care. In 2000-2001, she served Aldersgate 

United Methodist Church in Bellevue as an interim pastor, and during that time completed most 

of her dissertation. 

In 2001, District Superintendent Elaine Stanovsky called Rev. Boyd to the Coupeville United 

Methodist Church on Whidbey Island. “I wasn't sure I wanted to move from our house, but I 

recognized that Elaine knew me well as she had been my pastor for seven years when we 

attended the Kennydale UMC, and I valued her opinion. I looked up Coupeville on the Internet 

and found out about the Coupeville Art Center, and suddenly I was very interested. My only 

stipulation was that I be allowed to take the month of July off to finish rewriting my 

dissertation.” In November of 2001, her dissertation was accepted and she was awarded a Ph.D. 

in Bible Studies from Union Theological Seminary (Richmond, Virginia). The Coupeville 

United Methodist membership greeted Rev. Dr. Boyd warmly and she remained pastor there till 

2007 when she was called to U. Temple to replace Rev. Jack Olive. 
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Chronological List of Pastors, 1901-20010 
Senior Pastors Associates 
1901  Rial Benjamin 1921  Thomas A. Gambill 

1902  William H. Leech 1927  Paul Green 

1907  Dr. John M. Canse 1928  John M. Weaver 

1910  Everett M. Hill 1929  Ulysses F. Hawke 

1914  Dr. Charles A. Bowen 1930  Luvern C. Hicks 

1917  Dr. A. H. Lathrop 1943  Dr. John Magee 

1919  Dr. Arch Tremayne 1946  Robert E. Mathews 

1923  Dr. James E. Crowther  1954  Dr. James E. Milligan, Ella Magee* 

1929  Dr. R. H. Schuett 1960  Fred A. Rarden 

1932  Dr. Geoffrey W. Stafford 1962  John W. Flynn*, Harry L. Williams 

1937  Dr. James Brett Kenna 1963  Robert Pruitt 

1945  Dr. Cecil F. Ristow 1964  Edwin B. Towle 

1961  Dr. Lynn H. Corson 1967  Robert R. McGlone*  

1968  Dr. Daniel D. Walker  1972  Norman E. Williams*  

1973  Dr. Melvin M. Finkbeiner 1977  Arthur D. Campbell 

1984  Rev. Paul J. Beeman  1982  Milton D. Wolf 

1986  Dr. Frank E. Brown 1985, 1987  Dr. Frank E. Brown 

1987  Dr. Richard L. Eslinger 1987  Bonnie J. Chandler-Warren 

1992  Rev. Sharon L. Moe 1988 -1992  Edwin B. Towle 

2003  Rev. Jack D. Olive 1990  Dr. Judy Lindsey, Mark Poole, Kay Barckley  

2007  Dr. Mary P. Boyd 1997  Katie Ladd, Kathleen Weber, Peter Jabin 

 2000  Monica Corsaro* 

 2002  Kay Barckley, Deacon 

 2006  Amy Wyatt 

*  Minister of Education/Youth 
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The Music Ministry 
By Gary Wedemeyer

16
 

usic has historically played a vital role in the worship services of the Christian church, and 

U. Temple has been no exception. In fact, a high quality music ministry dates to the 

founding of the original church in 1901, well before 1927 when the congregation moved from 

the old wooden church on Brooklyn Avenue to our present Gothic cathedral. 

The Early Years: 1901-1927. Church records before 1927 are sparse. However, it is known that 

Dr. Carl Paige Wood, professor of music at the University of Washington, was choirmaster and 

organist in those days, serving from 1907 to 1926. By 1911, the choir had about 30 regular 

singers. In 1926, their last year in the Brooklyn Avenue church, Prof. Wood retired and Cecil 

Bullock, one of his music students at the University, served as organist until a permanent 

replacement could be found. Cecil and his wife Grace subsequently remained members of U. 

Temple for more than 50 years. 

In 1909, a group from the choir won a first prize of $100 in a singing contest at the Alaska 

Yukon Pacific Exposition. Sometime around 1912, a “musical” group, The Seem-Funny 

orchestra was formed at University Methodist for the purpose of having fun together, and 

providing entertainment at Church meetings and special events.
17

 Dressed in the garb of their 

grandparents, their “musical instruments” were tennis racquets, washboards, egg-beaters, upside 

down buckets with long stick-handles and heavy rubber bands for stings, pot-lids, and oh yes, 

they also used a piano and sang when absolutely necessary. The U. Temple archives has a few 

printed programs of “Seem-Funny” performances in 1912, and a photo of the group wearing 

their 1890's clothing while performing in one of their concerts. Obviously, everyone was having 

a great time! 

1927: The Move to U. Temple. The first year at U. Temple brought a new choirmaster, UW 

Professor Montgomery Lynch, who had been the conductor for Crowther’s “Wayfarer” pageant 

staged at the UW Football stadium in 1921. Lynch’s wife, Clara Bell Lynch, was hired as 

organist and both served U. Temple until 1930. 

From 1930 to 1936 Prof. Harold Heeremans served as both choirmaster and organist. 

Heeremans, like Montgomery Lynch and Carl Paige Wood before him, was also professor of 

music at the University of Washington. The Chancel Choir continued to grow, reaching about 40 

regular members by 1932. Many musical traditions from the former Brooklyn Avenue church, 

such as the Candlelight Carol Service at Christmas and the annual spring choir concert, were 

continued. The Choir was expected to sing at both Sunday morning services as well as at the 

Sunday evening vesper service At that time, the choir was also expected to purchase the music 

                                                
16 Revised and updated from “Our Musical Heritage” written by choir director Richard A. Sparks in 1976. 
17 The “Seem-Funny” Orchestra by David Van Zandt, January 2008. 
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they sang at Sunday services and pay for the organ as well. The church did not provide a music 

budget until much later. As a result, the choir periodically held benefit performances to raise 

money for the organ and for the choir music fund. For example, we see the following 

announcement in the April 7, 1929 issue of Tower Tidings: 

Something you cannot afford to miss! ‘The Rose Maiden,’ a cantata descriptive of 

the Queen of the Flower Fairies, music by Frederic Cowen ... Admission 50 

cents... You will hear the Temple Choir at its best. You will enjoy the Brilliant 

Organ Accompaniment. You will love this tuneful and colorful music. You will 

have a Most Enjoyable Evening. You will help the Temple Choir to pay for the 

Organ. 

And in April of 1932,  

Were you a choir member back in the 90's? Did you sing to the accompaniment of 

a wheezy organ with squeaky pedals and reedy notes? Then you have the 

opportunity on Friday night of this week of ‘seeing yourself as others saw you’, 

when members of the Temple Choir will entertain you with a musical comedy 

‘The Tale of a Hat’— a ‘take-off’ on a choir rehearsal of forty years ago. This 

will be too good to miss, especially since the price of admission has been reduced 

to twenty-five cents. Bring the whole family and we will guarantee an evening’s 

entertainment that you will not forget. 

In addition to providing music for worship services, our present tradition of Choir members 

providing entertainment for social gatherings was becoming well established. Scarcely a meeting 

was held in the early days that didn’t include a singer, violinist, pianist, harpist, or other musician 

from the choir. For example, a 1928 issue of Tower Tidings announced that, at the Men's Club 

Dinner, the Bursett Brothers will favor us with a number of selections. The Bursett Brothers, 

three of whom were longtime UT choir members, made up a very popular quartet of the day. 

Male quartets were numerous at the time, a tradition carried on by the Templemen quartet who in 

the 1970’s sang frequently in the 9:30 am Sunday service and other events, and made guest 

appearances at other Seattle area churches as well. 

Novelties were also in evidence in the church music of the 1930’s such as whistling solos 

(accompanied by violin), and in March 1934 the appearance at the Temple of the Seattle Baby 

Orchestra, a group composed entirely of children from ages 3-7. To commemorate Washington 

State Day at the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair, Choirmaster/Organist Heeremans was chosen to 

play the carillon by remote control from the Seattle Chamber of Commerce. 

The great music of the church was definitely not neglected during the early years. In 1928, the 

choir sang Handel’s Messiah under the direction of Montgomery Lynch with Clara Bell Lynch at 

the organ. Soloists included Ted and Maurice Bursett. In the early 1930’s, the Chancel choir sang 

Haydn’s Creation both here and in Tacoma at the Mason M.E. Church. In 1933, the choir 

performed Bach's Christmas Oratorio, only the second time it had been performed in the 
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Northwest. The Seattle Post Intelligencer newspaper reported in an editorial a few days later that 

an audience of more than 1,200 heard the choir of 100 voices and many people had to be turned 

away. In 1935, at the depth of the Great Depression, the Chancel Choir gave the first 

performance in the Northwest of the Brahms Requiem. This tradition of presenting the great 

music of the Christian church continued under succeeding choir directors in the 30’s and 40’s. 

Examples include Bach Cantatas, the Vivaldi Gloria, Handel's Messiah, Schutz's Seven Last 

Words, Mozart's Sparrow Mass and Regina Coeli, Monteverdi's Magnificat, Mendelssohn's 

Elijah, Schubert's Mass in G, Saint-Saens' Christmas Oratorio, Vaughan Williams' Serenade to 

Music and Faure's Requiem. 

In our present circumstance of smaller choirs, it is interesting to note that in 1933 a Young 

People’s Chorus was organized which, when combined with the Chancel Choir, formed a chorus 

of 120 voices. However, they had their troubles too. In December of 1935 the following plea 

appeared in Tower Tidings for several weeks in a row: Tenors are urgently needed for the 

Chancel Choir. 

1936: The Eichinger Era Begins. On February 23, 1936, 

an item appeared in Tower Tidings announcing an 

American Guild of Organists recital at the Seattle First 

Methodist Church by one Prof. Walter A. Eichinger of 

the College of Puget Sound, Tacoma. Later that same 

year UMT organist Prof. Heeremans resigned to accept 

a faculty post with New York University, and in June 

1936 Walter Eichinger took his place as organist and 

choirmaster of University Temple and professor of 

music at the University of Washington. Thus began more 

than 40 years of continuous service to the Temple and to 

the University. Prof. Eichinger (pictured here with 

assistant organist Dr. W. M. Lawson, ca. 1960) is widely acknowledged to be the foundation of 

the illustrious musical heritage that University Temple enjoys today. 

Several times during Walter's first few years as organist/choir director, the Temple choir 

combined with the University Chorus (conducted by Charles W. Lawrence, who was also on the 

University faculty) to perform major works. In 1940, Prof. Lawrence took over the duties of 

choir director with Prof. Eichinger carrying on as organist. 

The 1940’s and 50’s: World War II. After the Second World War began, the choir, together with 

the rest of University Temple, began to feel the pinch of enlistments in the military, gas 

rationing, and the long hours of defense work in factories required of everyone. An indication of 

this was the notice that appeared repeatedly in Tower Tidings during 1942-44: 

Prof. Walter Eichinger (left) was U. 

Temple's organist from 1936-1976. At 

right is Dr. W. Maurice Lawson, assistant 

organist in the 1960's. 
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Choir Members: Attention…the membership of the choir has been depleted by 

enlistments in the service, by greater demands in war industries, and by war time 

conditions such as gasoline rationing…. To help solve the difficulties of 

maintaining a music program of high quality, this space will carry the anthems 

selected for the next several weeks. At least one of the anthems chosen each 

Sunday will be familiar to former choir members. Please examine the list and feel 

free to join in this service of song even if it is impossible to attend the regular 

practice on Thursday evening. 

After the war ended in 1945, choir director Lawrence immediately began recruiting new 

members via Tower Tidings: 

The Choir of University Temple is proud of its record during the difficult years of 

the war. Such a record was possible only by the loyalty of a few, who in spite of 

long hours in war work, gas rationing, and other disruptions, found time to 

contribute to this vital part of church service. Now, with the war’s end, 

transportation is no longer a problem, working hours will be less, and leisure 

time more abundant. Every seat in the choir loft should now be filled. With your 

help this can be realized.' 

And it was realized. The choir quickly regained its pre-war strength of 50-60 voices. 

However, some things never change. In 1948, the choir president wrote in her annual report:  

Those of you who sometimes think the music could have been better, please pause 

and consider that perhaps half of the singers on Sunday morning had not been at 

choir practice, and the half who were at choir practice did not come on Sunday 

morning. Then marvel that Sunday after Sunday our director produces music that 

is effective in spite of the handicap under which he works. 

In 1949, Prof. Lawrence resigned as choir director and Arville Belstad, who had been choir 

director and organist at Plymouth Congregational Church in downtown Seattle for many years, 

took over. In addition to his work at the Temple, Belstad was also a sought-after accompanist. In 

1950 for example, he accompanied both the great Wagnerian tenor Lauritz Melchior and the 

Pacific Coast Norwegian Male Choir when they came to Seattle. 

Children’s Choir. In 1950, Belstad asked Mrs. Mary Thulean to organize and direct a children’s 

choir. The Chapel Choir, consisting initially of about 40 youngsters in grades 1-6, remained 

active for 10 years with Mrs. E. G. Gutheridge accompanying the entire time. Mary Thulean 

directed from 1950-54, Eleanor Hall directed 1954-56, Mildred Harris 1956-60, and Billie 

Justice in 1960-61. The choir varied in size from 40-70 children and gave a concert each spring. 

In 1961, the choir was reorganized by Lawrence Fink (then director of music) into several groups 

and various directors served over the next several years including Mrs. Raymond Johnson, Mrs. 

Reese Humphries, Betty Betz, Grace Bullock, William Humphries, and Rowena Wedemeyer. 
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The U. Temple Carol Choir, composed of fourth, fifth and sixth graders, was busy in late 1961. 

In November the choir sang in the Council of Churches Festival of Music, and in December the  

group performed on KIRO-TV and caroled for shut-ins and for BayView Manor residents. In 

1961-62, U. Temple also had a Cherub Choir for children in the first, second and third grades.  

In 1955, organist Walter Eichinger again took over conducting duties after Arvile Belstad 

resigned “in the interim till a new director could be found.” Choir member Dr. W. Maurice 

Lawson was appointed associate organist and with his help, “the interim” lasted until 1961. 

The 1960’s and 70’s. In 1961, Prof. Eichinger asked to be relieved of his choirmaster duties and 

Lawrence Fink was appointed conductor. During Fink’s short tenure, the choir performed 

Mendelssohn’s Elijah with Arlene Swanson and Paul Oncley, minister of music at First Baptist 

Church Tacoma, as soloists. Fink also reorganized the children’s choir and started a bell choir. 

In 1962, Fink resigned and Rod Eichenberger, then a graduate student at the University of 

Washington, was appointed Director of Music. In 1965, Wallace Goleeke, then teaching at 

Ingraham High School was hired as assistant director. Prominent choir members and soloists 

during Eichenberger’s 5-year tenure included Marion Stover, Jodie Ackerly and Shari 

Eichenberger, soprano; Arlene Swanson, contralto; Marvin Sharpe, Maurice Bursett tenor; and 

Ted Bursett, bass/baritone. Eichenberger’s years at the Temple are particularly remembered for 

the quality of his choral work. Eichenberger also originated the tradition of yearly weekend 

retreats at which the choir worked intensively on special music for the coming year. These 

retreats proved to be very popular and were continued in various forms during subsequent years. 

In 1967, Eichenberger resigned to become Music Director at Blessed Sacrament Church, and 

assistant director Wallace Goleeke was hired as his replacement, serving until 1968. 

In 1968-69, David Urness was choir director, and Richard Houser served from 1969-72. During 

Houser’s tenure, an associate organist was needed to play for the 9:30 am service and in 1971, a 

young UW music student, David di Fiore, auditioned for the position and was selected. Thus 

began an enormously successful career as a church musician, world-renowned concert organist, 

and, as of this writing, nearly 40 years of continuous service to University Methodist Temple. 

In 1972, Houser resigned and Richard A. Sparks was hired to direct the choir with long time 

choir member David Van Zandt acting as his assistant. Sparks served the church for nearly 10 

years. University Temple went through a difficult period in the late 1960s and early 70’s (as did 

most churches) and membership and attendance at services fell off considerably. Choir 

membership fell too, dropping from 50-60 members to 20-30. However, scarcely a church group 

meeting was held during this time that didn't include a singer, violinist, pianist, or other musician 

from the Chancel Choir. For example, the popular Supper Club meetings at which Nancy Zylstra 
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Front Row (left to right): Carol Lawson, Jeri Johnson, Rowena Wedemeyer, Helen Pratt, Lynn 

Hulse, Ruth Reynolds, Marilyn Diehl, Dorothy Read, Marie Corner, Eleanor Hall. 

Second Row: Betty Betz, Jo Foster, Jeanne Lackmann, Dana Clark, Barbara Belstad, Mildred 

Harris, Elvera Belstad, Ann McDonald, Shirley Kimball, Ann Jepson. 

Third Row: Jodie Ackerly, Dorothy Wedemeyer, Alberta Love, Mabel Larrison, Marian Stover, 

Organist/Choirmaster Walter Eichinger, Rev. Cecil F. Ristow, Jean Price, Arlene Reynolds 

Swanson, Barbara Innes, Carol Canfield. 

Fourth Row: Bea Heckendorn, Jessie Crook, Eulalah Craswell, Julia Street, Millie Gertsch 

Pluntze, Karen Hoel, Clara Ellingsen, Jean Ries. 

Fifth Row: Jerry Goodrich, Marvin Sharpe, Oscar Rosenquist, Maurice Bursett, Jack 

Streckenbach, David Corner, George Marge, Peter Tomlinson, Leslie Johnson. 

Sixth Row: Lyle Asplin, Allen Clark, Reese Humphreys. 

Seventh Row: Charles Canfield, Maurice Lawson, Gary Wedemeyer, Fred Lackmann, Earl 

Larrison, Dale Swanson, Ted Bursett, Harrel Smith. 
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and Dick Sparks sang Stephen Foster songs, Val Nichols sang Gershwin, David Van Zandt 

entertained with piano rags, and David di Fiore played the organ. 

In 1976, a major milestone occurred when Prof. Walter Eichinger, “Dean of Organists in the 

Northwest” announced his retirement after 40 years of service to U. Temple
18

. Associate 

Organist David di Fiore was immediately appointed as his successor. 1976 was also the 75th 

anniversary of the founding of University Temple United Methodist Church and the Chancel 

Choir together with the Temple Ringers Bell Choir presented a jubilee concert in honor of the 

occasion. Even though the choir was small during the 1970’s, there were still paid 

soloist/sections leaders for all four sections. They regularly performed solos and anchored their 

sections in choral selections. Longest-serving of these were Nancy Zylstra, soprano; Valerie 

Nichols, alto; and Peter Ashbaugh, baritone. 

In 1980, Dick Sparks resigned to take a faculty position at Mt. Holyoke College in New England. 

Judith Kuhn replaced Sparks for a time, but resigned in early 1982. At the request of Pastor Mel 

Finkbeiner, Rowena Wedemeyer, an experienced Seattle Public Schools music teacher and choir 

member, finished out the year as interim choir director. 

The Peterson Era. In 1982, an extensive search was conducted and the 

Temple was fortunate to obtain the services of Prof. Charles Peterson, 

formerly of St. Cloud University, as director of music. Thus began the 

longest tenure of any choir director in U. Temple history — more than 20 

years of dedicated service to this church. In addition to his work at the 

Temple, Mr. Peterson also served the choral music community as a frequent 

lecturer, clinician, and adjudicator at events such as the Metropolitan Opera 

auditions. He also maintained a private studio of voice, teaching singers from 

beginner to advanced. His voice students have sung for opera companies in 

both Europe and in the United States. Peterson is also renowned for his 

vocal rehabilitation work and has helped many singers with damaged voices 

regain their ability to sing. 

Choir activities during the Peterson years were characterized by the appropriateness and high 

quality of the Sunday anthems and service music as well as by the periodic incorporation of 

major works of sacred music into the worship experience. Examples include the Rutter Requiem, 

The Vierne Solemn Mass, Mozart Missa Brevis, Schutz Woman Why Weepest Thou, Martini 

Lord My God Assist Me Now, and the Mozart Te Deum. Joint performances with other choirs 

include a complete performance of Handel’s Messiah with the University Congregational Church 

Choir and in 1991, the Brahms German Requiem with the Seattle Pacific University orchestra 

and chorus and several other church choirs. 

                                                
18 Walter died in 1997, Helen in 2002. Both are buried in the Acacia Memorial Cemetery in Seattle. 

Choir Director 

Charles Peterson, 

ca. 2002 
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Less formal events such as church fund-raisers were not neglected. Benefit performances 

included a 1988 Broadway Night Pops concert, featuring songs sung by Arlene Peterson, piano 

solos played by David Van Zandt and Joan Smith; and a 1990 Nostalgia Night featuring Karen 

Lauderback, and Karen and Keith Eisenbrey among others. In 1984, the choir began what turned 

out to be nearly 10 years of continuous service in providing music for the church’s annual 

Christmas Gift Banquets. The 1984 and 1985 events were A Christmas Dinner at the Home of 

Charles Wesley, and from 1986 to 1993, the very popular Madrigal Dinner series. 

By all accounts, however, the major highlight of the Peterson years was the successful 1998 

audition that resulted in an invitation for the Chancel Choir to participate in the International 

Choir Music Festival held annually in Loreto, Italy. 

The trip was a once in a lifetime event, with over 40 people participating. The choir arrived in 

Rome on Easter Sunday of 1998, had two days for sightseeing, and then traveled by bus through 

the snow capped Apennines mountain range, to the city of Loreto — which is on the east coast of 

Italy near the Adriatic Sea. Loreto is a typical Italian town, dating to medieval times, with a 

grand basilica church on a hill dominating the surrounding countryside. It is the second most 

visited pilgrimage site in Italy (after Rome) because the church houses what is believed to be the 

remains of the actual home of Mary and Joseph where Jesus spent his childhood years. The home 

was made partly of bricks and was apparently disassembled by the Crusaders and brought over 

by ship from the Holy Land sometime during the 11th century. The church itself is a huge 

basilica with beautiful white marble carvings and stained glass windows with a circular rim of 

chapels surrounding the main sanctuary. 

Twelve other choirs also participated in the festival, including a children’s choir from Russia and 

several choirs from Eastern Europe. U. Temple had the twin distinctions of being the only choir 

from the US and of having the oldest choir members as well — a fact that was noted in the local 

newspapers with the comment that “the Seattle Methodist choir proved that age is no barrier to 

good singing.” The choir began the festival by singing Vierne's dramatic Kyrie Eleison. Thanks 

to the accompaniment of organist David di Fiore, who brilliantly compensated for the several 

seconds of reverberation in the basilica, the result was glorious and very complimentary reviews 

appeared in the Italian press. Due to the impression his playing made on other church musicians 

attending the festival, di Fiore was subsequently invited to give concerts in Hungary, Poland, and 

the Slovak Republic. 

The remainder of the week was spent rehearsing and singing the special music composed for the 

festival, and getting acquainted with the other choirs. The rehearsals of the combined choirs were 

particularly challenging because the conductor spoke Italian and her remarks had to be translated 

into five other languages every time she gave instructions on the music. 

The festival concluded on Sunday morning with a triumphal march by the massed choirs from 

the Loreto town square through the city streets to the basilica — all the while being showered 
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with flower petals by local citizens and tourists lining the streets. A special church service was 

held at 11 o’clock at which the massed choirs sang and were honored by high officials of the 

Italian church. After the five day festival concluded, many of the Chancel Choir members visited 

Florence and Venice for a few days before returning home. 

In 2003, the church reluctantly acceded to Peterson’s request to retire as Director of Music and 

he returned to private life as a teacher of voice and guest choral conductor of such groups as the 

Bellingham Community Chorus. 

 

The di Fiore Era 
By David Campbell 

ith some large shoes to fill, both the choir and 

the Staff Parish Committee were pleased when 

David di Fiore expressed an interest and willingness, in 

2003, to take on the combined role of Organist and 

Director of Music. di Fiore already had many years 

experience in a similar role at St. John’s Catholic 

Church in Seattle, was, of course, familiar with our 

library and repertoire, and had long been held in high 

regard by both the choir and the congregation. 

David’s professional ethic and musicianship allowed the 

choir to maintain continuity and to build on the solid 

foundation that they had acquired under Chuck’s 

leadership. While new budget constraints prevented 

inclusion of the wide array of instrumentalists we had 

had in the past, by some creative budgeting David was 

able to fill the critical roles of section leaders, soloists and 

accompanists for both the informal early service as well 

as the more traditional late service. He was also able to continue with the brass ensemble and 

timpani for the grand Easter Service. 

Together with his work as U. Temple’s Director of Music Ministries/Artist in Residence, di Fiore 

serves as Assistant Professor of Music at Catholic University in Ruzomberok, Slovak Republic 

where he teaches organ, improvisation, and liturgical organ playing. When David is out of the 

country, Keith Eisenbrey directs the Choir. 

di Fiore’s connections in the international music community and his leadership at U. Temple 

have attracted such luminaries as Odile Pierre and Gillian Weir to the Harry and Myrtle Olson 

W 

Director of Music David di Fiore at the 

organ of the Castle Church of St. 

Catherine, Kremicia. 2004 
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International Organ Festival held at U. Temple, as well as to other special music programs in 

which the Chancel Choir has taken part. The most recent of these was the 2009 Harry and Myrtle 

Olson International Organ Series Festival of Music held at U. Temple and featuring organists 

Stanislav Surin and Suzana Zahradnikova from Catholic University, Ruzomberok accompanying 

the Chancel Choir with two organs in Louis Vierne’s Messe Solennelle directed by di Fiore. A 

recital the evening before featuring these two artists, and Artist in Residence di Fiore, benefited 

the University District Emergency Fund and was also a fine success. Both events were dedicated 

to long-time former choir members Eileen Gillespie and Gerald Laughlin. 

As part of this series in 2009, the Chancel Choir combined with the Sanctuary Choir of St. John 

the Evangelist Parish on several occasions and also with the Rain City Women’s Chorus for a 

Christmas program. 

During the di Fiore years, the Chancel Choir has added the Five Mystical Songs of Ralph 

Vaughan-Williams to their repertoire and performed it for the Music Festival in 2006, with 

baritone Jeremy Irland, as well as sections of it for the various liturgical festivals throughout 

following years. di Fiore, having a keen interest in contemporary choral music, has also added to 

the choir repertoire music of Northwest composers Keith Eisenbrey and Melinda Bargreen, and 

sections of the 21
st
 century unpublished mass of Stanislav Surin (which the choir also sang for 

the Festival of Easter). 

di Fiore has coordinated closely with clergy and staff to ensure that the choir’s offerings are 

consistent with the liturgy and message of each service, while making the best use of the music 

available in the music library. To this end, the choir has added substantial amounts of English 

choral music to their repertoire including works by Ralph Vaughn-Williams, Charles Hubert 

Hastings Parry, William Mathias, Sir David Willcocks, John Rutter, and Benjamin Britten. And, 

of course, music from all periods and styles has also been added. Choir accompanist Dr. Sachi 

Patricia Hirakouji has been an invaluable addition to the music staff at U. Temple, being noted 

for her sensitive accompaniments and fine technique. 

Church choirs often participate in Sunday services only during the school year, with summers 

off. During di Fiore’s tenure, a summer choir has been added to enable those who cannot make 

the commitment needed to sing during the regular season to participate in U. Temple’s music 

ministry, making that ministry a year-long event. The choir start date has also been shifted from 

September to October to better coordinate with the University of Washington school year, and to 

enable those who sing in both groups to have a short break.  

After more than 100 years of service, the choir continues to be a critical component of worship at 

U. Temple, contributing in the areas of worship leadership, as well as spirituality and inspiration. 
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Wrapping it All Up (Finalé) 

 

he names of many talented church members/musicians 

have appeared in Tower Tidings and the Sunday church 

bulletins over the past century since U. Temple was founded, 

mostly choir directors, organists, and soloists too numerous 

to list. However, because of their especially faithful and 

longtime service as members of the choir and of U. Temple, 

some choir members/soloists should be mentioned. Grace 

Bullock sang in the choir (and her husband, Cecil, was 

organist) at the church on Brooklyn Avenue just before the 

congregation moved to our present location in 1927. Grace 

was then involved for about 30 years directing other church 

choirs before coming back to the Temple in the 1950’s. Both 

Jodie Ackerley and Ted and Maurice Bursett (pictured here ca. 1950) go back before Grace at 

the old church and, together with Marion Stover, and Earl and Betty Poolton were probably the 

most prominent soprano, baritone, and tenor soloists from the 1930’s through the early '60's. 

Arlene Swanson, a respected contralto soloist and choir member, served the choir for more than 

20 years, singing under Directors Arville Belstad, Walter Eichinger, and Rod Eichenberger. 

Arlene also performed in numerous oratorios and other musical productions in the Seattle area, 

and was a longtime member of the Seattle Symphony Chorale. Other prominent choir 

member/soloists during the past 30 years include Dorothy DiLuck, contralto, Shari Eichenberger, 

Karen Eisenbrey, Patty Farrell, Letitia Garner, Ginny Houser, Karen Lauderback, Arlene 

Peterson, and Nan Pierce, soprano; Mark Calvert, Kerri Jennings, John Rieman, Peter Schindler, 

Marvin Sharpe, and Tony Sofge, tenor; Peter Ashbaugh, Dale Albright, Jeremy Irland, Gerald 

Laughlin, Norman Smith, bass. Rowena Wedemeyer has been a frequent flute soloist. 

Equally as important as the soloists are the scores of loyal choir members who have committed 

to countless Wednesday evening and Sunday morning rehearsals over the years — decades in 

many cases. Space is too short to list them all, but the nearly 60 years of dedicated service by 

choir member Eileen Gillespie, and 50 years of service by Clara Ellingsen, Jessie Crook, Mabel 

Larrison, Oscar Rosenquist, Gary and Rowena Wedemeyer, Leslie Johnson, Jean Reis, Barbara 

Rieman, Betty Betz, Eleanor Hall, and John and Judy Campbell deserve special mention. Kay 

McCartney, Jo Foster, Jerry and Barbara Laughlin, Bob Dennison, Alice Smith, Dale and Arlene 

Swanson, and Fred and Jeanne Lackmann have all served for 20-30 years. In addition, the work 

of the present choir librarian Jennifer Olson who has served since 1982 especially deserves 

recognition. More recently, Keith Eisenbrey has provided invaluable service by conducting the 

choir in the director’s absence. 

No history of the wonderful resource the UT Music Ministry has become would be complete 

without the mention of Joan M. Shook Jones. Joan’s efforts resulted in the expansion of the 

T 

Maurice Bursett ,left, his brother Ted, 

and Jodie Wheelock Ackerley, 

pictured here ca. 1950, were Chancel 

Choir soloists from the 1920's to the 

1960's. 
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concerts here at UTUMC and under her leadership and financial support, the compact disc Les 

Amoureux de l'Orgue was recorded here at U. Temple featuring organist David di Fiore and the 

Auburn Symphony conducted by Stewart Kershaw. Other such efforts included a concert with 

organist di Fiore and the Pacific Northwest Ballet Orchestra, a 3 day Franck festival including 

his complete works for organ, and celebrating the 100th anniversary of the death of the 

composer, a celebration of the Russian composer Sofia Gubaidulina and her visit to Seattle (with 

a totally full sanctuary in attendance), and many other recitals among which were luminaries 

such as French organist Madame Odile Pierre, Dame Gillian Weir of England, and Cherry 

Rhodes of the USA. Joan’s premature death in 2000 was especially mourned by the music 

community here at the Temple. 

Today, the Chancel Choir, the Organist, the Temple Hand Bell Ringers, and many talented 

soloists continue our hundred-year tradition of bringing the great music of the Christian Church 

to the Sunday worship services. Records kept since 1901 show that the music ministry of 

University Temple has provided inspiration in services of worship, concerts, and recitals to 

literally tens of thousands of people. The less formal side has also not been neglected as 

evidenced by the many years of entertainment provided by choir members at benefits such as the 

annual Christmas Gift Banquets as well as at other purely social church functions. 

 

U. Temple Hand Bell Choirs 
By Laura Baumgartner 

awrence Fink began the bell choir with bells donated by Mr. 

and Mrs. Ben Smith in 1961. In 1962, Eleanor Hall took over 

the bell choir and a highlight occurred in 1965 when Eleanor took 

the group to Washington D.C. to play at the National Convention of 

the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers. The ringers who 

made the trip with Eleanor still talk about that trip and how thrilling 

it was to play in the National Cathedral. As a result of that trip, and 

because the handbells were showing signs of metal fatigue, Eleanor 

decided to purchase a new set of bells, generously using her own 

funds. After researching companies in this country and abroad, a set 

of White Chapel handbells manufactured in a foundry near London, 

was purchased. The new bells increased the range of music that 

could be played from the former three octaves to five octaves.  

Although the bell program faded out for a time in the late 1960's, it was revitalized in the 1970s 

— again under the leadership of Eleanor Hall. Eleanor directed the group which met on 

Wednesday evenings until 2001. Under her leadership, the bells were overhauled at the White 

L 

Handbell Choir Director Laura 

Baumgartner ca. 2005 
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Chapel foundry in England, and the group grew to become an intergenerational ensemble 

including middle school, high school, and college students, as well as adult members of the 

congregation. In 2001, Eleanor donated the 5-octave set of White Chapel bells to University 

Temple in memory of her parents, Amy and Neill Hall, who were long-time members and 

supporters of U. Temple.  

In late 2001, Laura Baumgartner began as director of the bell choir. The bells were overhauled 

again in 2002, this time at Jeffers Handbell Supply in North Carolina. Since Laura has been 

directing the bell choir, the membership of the group has grown to include members from other 

University District congregations. The bell choir rehearses Wednesday evenings and rings at 

both worship services at U. Temple during the academic year approximately once each month. 

They also participate in worship at University Lutheran once each year, ring in weddings at U. 

Temple, participate in University District ecumenical events, and attend the Greater Puget Sound 

Handbell Festival bi-annually. When they ring outside of University Temple, they use the name 

Joyful Noise Bell Choir.  

In 2007, a small handbell ensemble started rehearsing after regular bell practice, consisting of 

members from the U. Temple bell choir as well as ringers from the greater Seattle handbell 

community. This group uses the name the Emerald Bell Ensemble, and has performed in concert 

three times, and participates in worship at U. Temple at least once each year. This group hosted 

the first University District Read and Ring at U. Temple in January 2008, at which ringers from 

around the Puget Sound region sight-read new bell music.  

The U. Temple bell choir was the recipient of the Love Gift from the 2007 Gift Banquet, and in 

early 2008 purchased a 2-octave set of Malmark Choir Chimes to further enhance the musical 

range and ability of the group. The chimes were used for the first time in both worship services 

on Pentecost Sunday, 2008.  

 

The U. Temple Organists 

rofessor Walter Eichinger, who served U. Temple for 40 years, and our present organist 

Professor David di Fiore who has served University Temple for nearly 40 years as of this 

writing (2010), have been the mainstays of the U. Temple music ministry since this church was 

founded more than a century ago. di Fiore was appointed Associate Organist at U. Temple in 

1971, Organist in 1976, Artist-in-Residence in 1991 and Director of Music Ministries in 2003. 

In addition to his work in the music ministry at U. Temple, di Fiore maintains a busy concert and 

clinician schedule. A pupil of  French organist Odile Pierre, di Fiori made his European debut at 

the Cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris and has been well known to concert audiences, both in the 

USA and abroad, for more than 25 years. 

P 
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David is also one of few Americans who have been invited to teach in a European University. He  

presently holds a faculty appointment at Catholic University in Ruzomberok, Slovak Republic, 

where he teaches organ (interpretation), improvisation and liturgical organ playing. He has 

served as President of the Jury for the International Organ Competition that is held yearly at that 

school. 

In Seattle, di Fiore splits his time between Director of Music Ministries at University Temple 

United Methodist Church, and Pastoral Assistant for Music at the Parish of St. John the 

Evangelist. He has appeared as recitalist, conductor, accompanist, and clinician for the 

Archdiocese of Seattle, the National Association of Methodist Musicians, has received the award 

“Distinguished Graduate” from the National Catholic Education Association, and has been 

awarded a diploma from the government of Mexico for his “extraordinary participation” as part 

of international organ festivals. In 2009, he was awarded a special diploma (as a non-Slovak 

citizen), from the Slovak Society Ars Ante Portas as... “an outstanding performer of organ 

repertoire, including many works by J.S. Bach.” 

di Fiore recently played in Austria at the Graz Orgelfest, at five organ festivals in the Slovak 

Republic including the 24th World Congress of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences, 

and at the International Festival for Musical Performing Arts in Bucharest, Romania. He has 

performed in organ festivals in Austria, Hungary, Poland, the Slovak Republic and the Czech 

Republic, as well as France, Italy, Mexico, New York City and other cities where he has toured 

during the past 25 years. In North America his performances have included recitals in Canada, at 

the historic Grace Church and St Thomas Church (New York), Trinity Church, Great Artists at 

the Organ, (Reno, Nevada), two recitals at the International Festival in Morelia, Mexico (the 

oldest organ festival in the Western Hemisphere), the International Organ Festival held in 

Guadalajara and at the Puerto Vallarta Arts Festival. Because of his achievements 

internationally, di Fiore's biography was recently published in Who's Who in America.  

di Fiore’s discography includes a recording of French music for Ambassador Records, Les 

Amoureux de l'Orgue, and his Slovak recordings, The Grand Organ of the Castle Church in 

Kremnica, Volumes 1,2 and 3 (Slovart). His recitals from Graz Orgelfest, and a DVD of his 

recital from Trnava in the Slovak Republic, are available under the Editions M. Walcker-Mayer, 

Guntramsdorf, Austria. A compact disc including live performances over the last 22 years will be 

soon be published. 
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The U. Temple Pipe Organs 

he UMT pipe organs, and the musicians who played them, have been particularly valuable 

worship resources for more than 100 years. The original 1901 congregation in the chapel on 

42nd Street had only a piano, but they made sure a pipe organ was included when the larger 

Brooklyn Avenue Church was built in 1907. Little is known about this instrument except that a 

$5,000 trade-in was given in 1927 when the congregation contracted with the Kimball Organ Co. 

of Chicago to build and install a new pipe organ in the present sanctuary. 

The original Kimball organ cost the congregation $37,500 and, with 4 manuals, and 40 ranks of 

pipes, it was the largest pipe organ in the Pacific Northwest at that time. Among other features, it 

included an echo organ mounted high in the ceiling at the rear of the sanctuary. Because of its 

quality, it was subsequently used as the teaching organ by the University of Washington for 

many decades, and countless student and faculty recitals have been played on it over the years. 

Although it was officially named “The Wayfarer Organ,” this designation has seldom been used, 

and is now all but forgotten. 

With the strong support of the local chapter of the American Guild of Organists, many of the 

great organists of the day have also played the Temple organ. Pietro Yon, Vatican Organist and 

composer of the well-known Jesu Bambino, played the dedicatory recital in 1927. A partial list 

from succeeding years includes Bernhard Pishe (Canada); Flor Peeters (Netherlands); Fernando 

Gemani (Italy); Mikael Schneider, Fritz Heitmann, and Karl Richter (Germany); Andre Marchal, 

Pierre Couchereau, Marie-Claire Alain, Jean Langlais, and Marcel Dupré (France); and from the 

USA, Arthur Poister, David Craighead, Wilma Jensen, Clair Coci, Robert Baker, Catherine 

Crozier, Alexander Schreiner, George Markey, E. Power Biggs, and Virgil Fox. 

In 1977, the original Kimball organ was completely rebuilt by Balcom & Vaughn and augmented 

to 50 ranks of pipes with 42 voices, at a cost of about $80,000. Eighteen ranks of pipes were 

retained from the original Kimball organ built in 1927, and 33 new ranks were added. The new 

organ was dedicated Jan. 30, 1977. David di Fiore played the dedicatory recital. Since then, 

further improvements have been made including re-voicing by John Hendrickson of the former 

Aeolian Skinner firm, the addition of a new pedal Bombarde stop, and a Grand Cornet stop 

bringing the total number of ranks to 54. Since the organ was rebuilt, the concert series, under 

the direction of David di Fiore, has sponsored recitals by such luminaries as Gillian Weir, Odile 

Pierre, Cherry Rhodes, George Markey, and Joan Lippincott, a French Festival, organ/orchestra 

concerts, and numerous smaller services such as vesper and noontime lunch recitals. 

In 2000, under the leadership of Temple member Norman Miller, the aging Chapel organ, 

originally a gift from Professor Walter Eichinger, was replaced with a modern 2-manual tracker 

action instrument of 16 ranks thus further enhancing the possibilities of the Temple music 

ministry. 

T 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 2.  The Pastors And Staff 

 

 - 72 - 

The Music Ministry Staff 
Choir Directors 
1907 - 1926, Dr. Carl Paige Wood (Choirmaster/Organist)

19
 

1927 - 1930, Prof. Montgomery Lynch 

1930 - 1936, Prof. Harold Heeremans (Choirmaster/Organist) 

1936 - 1940, Prof. Walter Eichinger (Choirmaster/Organist) 

1940 - 1949, Charles W. Lawrence 

1949 - 1955, Arville Belstad 

1955 - 1961, Prof. Walter A. Eichinger (Choirmaster/Organist) 

1961 - 1962, Lawrence D. Fink 

1962 - 1967, Rodney Eichenberger 

1967 - 1968, Dr. Wallace J. Goleeke 

1968 - 1969, David E. Urness 

1969 - 1972, Richard M. Houser 

1972 - 1980, Richard A. Sparks 

1980 - 1982, Judith M. Kuhn 

1982 - 2003, Charles B. Peterson 

2003 - present, Prof. David di Fiore (Director of Music, Organist/Artist in Residence) 

Organists 

1901 - 1906, Unknown 

1907 - 1926, Dr. Carl Paige Wood
20

 

1926 - 1927, Cecil Bullock 

1927 - 1930, Clara Bell Lynch 

1930 - 1936, Prof. Harold Heeremans 

1936 - 1976, Prof. Walter A. Eichinger 

1955 - 1970, Dr. W. Maurice Lawson, Associate Organist 

1970 - 1971, Douglas Skelly, Associate Organist 

1971 - present, Prof. David di Fiore, Organist/Artist in Residence 

Handbell Choir Directors. 
1961 - 1962, Lawrence Fink 

1962 - 1967, Eleanor Hall 

1968 - 1970, David Pratt 

1981 - 2002, Eleanor Hall 

2002 - present, Laura Baumgartner 

“Early Christians” Pianists 

1992 - 1994, Lincoln Bartlett (“Early Christians” service commenced in 1992) 

1994 - 2003, Jeff Buchan 

2003 - 2005, Ethan Wagner 

2005 – present  Dr. Sachi P. Hirakouji 

                                                
19  Archive records show that Mrs. Clara Hartle was the choir director in 1917.  
20  Archive records show that Ruth McCausland was organist in 1917. 
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Religious Education 
Unfortunately, we discovered that there was insufficient direct information in the church 

archives about the Sunday school and the youth groups to allow us to write the history of this 

vital part of University Temple. However, we were able to list the names of the directors of 

religious education, Sunday school superintendents, and the youth group leaders over the years. 

Directors of Religious Ed./Sunday School Superintendents  

1901 Enoch E. Breece, Superintendent 

1914 E.W. Kelly 

1918 W. M. Tomlinson 

1921 Prof. B. C. Hastings 

1922 Miss Lecil Evans 

1926-1929 Wm. B. Brown 

1929-1930 John M. Weaver 

1931 Miss Edwin Higgs, Director of Religious Education; Harry E. Smith, Supt. 

1932 Harry E. Smith 

1934 Robert G. Jones, Superintendent 

1935-1941 Edward B. Dregnie 

1946-1948  George S. Helgeson 

1948-1950 Elsie Kingsbury 

1950 Betty & Leonard A. Fulton 

1951-1953 Dr. Kenneth & Mary Ellen McCaffree; Lars and Frances Carlson 

1953-1954 Ella Magee, DRE; Susan McComb, Childrens Supt.; Oscar & Mellie 

Rosenquist, Youth Supt.; Anna Belle Shaw, Elem.; Mark & Mildred Swoyer, 

Adult  

1954-1955 Ella Magee, DRE; Helen Kermoade, Pre School; Susan McComb, Elem.; Anna 

Belle Shaw; Jr. High; Dick & Jerry Fortenbacher, Youth, Mark & Mildred 

Boyce, Adult 

1955-1956 Ella Magee, DRE; Helen Kermoade; Pre School; Anna Belle Shaw, Elem.; 

Elsie Kingsbury, Jr. High, Dick & Jerry Fortenbacher,Youth; Dr. Ken & Mary 

Ellen McCaffree, Adult. 

1956-1957 Ella Magee, DRE; Mrs. Harry Bailey, Children; Vera French, Youth; Ken & 

Marry Ellen McCaffree, Adult.  

1957-58 Mrs. Harry Bailey, Children; Vera French; Youth; Vaunden Adams, Adult 

1959-60 Leslie O. Hart, Supt.; Azilee Alden, Nursery; Mrs. Jeanne Friend, Children; 

Mrs. Neil Adams, Adult. 

1960-61 Fred Rarden, Minister of Education; Leslie Hart, Supt.; Hazel Bailey, Children  

1961-63 Dr. Kenneth McCaffree, Supt. 

1963-66 Dr. Kenneth Clark, Supt. 

1966-69 David Hutchinson, Supt. 

1968-71 Anna Belle Shaw, Children; Dr. Jerry Smith, Youth; Joel Martin, Adult  
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Directors of Religious Ed./Sunday School Superintendents  

1971-73 Rowena Wedemeyer, Supt. 

1974-75 Joan Van Zandt, Supt.; Jo Foster & Rowena Wedemeyer, Children; Judy 

Campbell, Youth; Emerson & Louise Bennett, Adult 

1976 Joan Van Zandt, Supt.; Linda Penhallegon, Youth; 

1977 Emerson & Louise Bennett, Adults; Linda Penhallegon, Children 

1978-79  Linda Penhallegon, Youth; Dorothy Trondsen, Youth 

1980 Wayne Smith, Supt. 

1981 Allison Warren, Youth; Lori Fowler, Wesley Club 

1982 Wayne Smith, Supt.; Eleanor Brown, Wesley Club 

1983 Shirley Skeith, Supt.; Christine Garrison, Children; Alyson Turner, Youth; 

Eleanor Finkbeiner, Adults; George Fowler, Wesley Club 

1985-1987 Shirley Skeith, Supt. 

1988-1991 Linda Penhallegon, Supt. 

1992-1995 Judy Le Blanc, Supt. 

1996-1997 Rev. Katie Ladd, Minister of Religious Education 

1998 Kristin Yelin, Supt.; Carrie Campbell, Children  

1999 Rev. Kathleen Weber, Minister of Religious Education 

2001 Rev. Monica Corsaro, Minister of Religious Education 

2002-2004 Joyce Houser-Ferkovich, Supt. 

2004-2006 Rowena Wedemeyer. Supt. 

2007-2009 Laura Baumgartner, Supt. 

2009 - Merry Ann Loyer, Supt. 
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THE CHURCH OFFICE 

U. Temple has been fortunate to have had a courteous and efficient office staff over the years. It 

has been said there is a special place in heaven for church secretaries, who have one of life’s 

more demanding assignments. Our hard-working custodians over the years deserve special 

mention as well for keeping our church clean and attractive. Unfortunately, there was insufficient 

information in the Archives to do more than provide a list of their names. 

Office Managers: 1927-2009 

1927 Winifred LaVille 1965-1969 Azilee Alden 

1927 Lucy Clark  1969-1970 Marian Rudy  

1928-1929 Olive Maddock  1970-1976 Constance Wright, 

Connie Holderby 

1929 Edna Lemmon 1976-1984 Carol Lee Smith, 

Terri Mitchel  

1929-1930 Beulah Mitchell  1984-1990 Judy Weckworth 

1930 Pearl Tralle 1990-1994 Eleanor Krystad 

1930-1943 Frances Lindquist 1994-1995 Roberta Hinds  

1943-1944 Margaret Bard  1995-1997 Marie Frank  

1944-1945 Jessie Mason  1997-1998 Mali Munch 

1945-1948 Freeda Vargo 1998-1999 Brad Corsaro Boyd 

1948-1951 Marie Thomas 1999 Evy McDonald  

1951-1960 Eva Dingle  1999-2008 Akiko Nawata 

1960-1961 Elizabeth McGonagle 2008- 2010 Nicholas Ingelslev 

1961-1965 Lillian Anderson  2010 - Kristy Messler 

 

 

Custodians/Building Superintendents: 1948-2009 

Sidney Rundle 1948  C. Robert Elliott 1981 

Evan Walters 1950  Don Helm 1987 

Francis Bogus 1956  Fred Kruse 1989 

Bert Salisbury 1958 Jim Tolf 2000  

Fred Wycoff 1970  Cindy Clark 2000  

Hans Mortensen 1973  Ralph Boylan 2006 -present 

Leonard Gordon 1977    

 

 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 4. Memories and Reflections   

 

 - 76 - 

Keeping the Books and Paying the Bills 

By Dorothy Trondsen & John Poole 

orothy Trondsen: My recollection of bookkeepers is that Frank Holmstrom seemed to be 

the "financial Guru" in our early years here. Unfortunately, Frank had a heart attack on a 

trip to the East coast in 1982 and died, taking a lot of the system with him. Then Herb Reinelt 

took over. Herb was a banker by profession, but was also glad to help by counting the money, 

recording contributions, and being the bookkeeper. Ray Cole was next. He actually seemed to be 

more of an office manager, and I think he was an instructor at the college level as well. When 

Cole terminated in 1985, Rev. Paul Beeman hired me as bookkeeper, and with the help of 

Raleigh Yates and Warren Kraft, I had that position until 1990, when I resigned. Ron Cowan was 

next, followed by Art Gunderman, succeeded by John Poole. 

ohn Poole: Both Dorothy and I seem to shy away from putting ourselves at the front of the 

line. I think I share with Dorothy a belief in keeping records well in a quiet way. Keeping 

records accurately and timely is critical behind the scenes work in all churches, and there is a 

time and place to share information. If that is done well, then the spotlight can remain on the 

mission at hand that church members see as vital to be involved with. I would like the history of 

the UTUMC to remember that Dorothy oversaw a significant upgrade to the financial software 

that gave people a better way to know what was happening. UTUMC was in good hands, solid 

hands, with her looking after the records. That, to a bookkeeper, is a great way to be 

remembered. Personally, I would like to be remembered for overseeing another significant 

software upgrade and for being part of a strengthened pattern of communication between church 

members and committees. To me, keeping the attention on the mission of UTUMC is what 

makes the record keeping responsibilities most satisfying. 

 

Memories of U-Temple Bookkeeping 
By Art Gunderman 

 came to U-Temple as bookkeeper on March 1, 1997. Ron Cowan had announced his 

retirement and during a meeting with then District Superintendent Craig Parrish, Rev. Sharon 

Moe asked him for a replacement recommendation. Craig recommended me since I had 

conducted audits for him on five years of his DS books. I remember my job interview well. 

It was my first time in the Temple and I was met by Rev. Moe, Treasurer Norm Miller, Trustee 

Al Ferkovich, Auditor David Hutchinson and a couple of others whose faces are still clear but 

whose names have escaped memory. When I left the interview, suffice it to say that there was no 

D 
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chance of being hired left in my mind and I was most surprised to learn, before I got home, they 

had called and asked my wife to convey their approval of my application. 

During my nine years as bookkeeper, I saw much change at University Temple. It seemed there 

was never enough money, but the congregation always came through and, at each year-end, we 

finished well. There were two constants — David di Fiori as organist and Norman Miller as 

treasurer. David was unsurpassed in providing music leadership for the Church. Norm Miller 

was my rock and mentor. He always had the answers to the questions that seemed to me to be 

unanswerable. His support of both his bookkeeper and the Church were unwavering. 

One of the events I remember most was the huge rummage sale. My wife, Mary Jo, bought a 

Christmas cactus that, to this day, graces a whole corner of our living room. During the days of 

that event, Mary Jo and I went from place to place in the Church collecting receipts from each of 

the cashiers. We would carry them to my office off the fireplace room and count the money, 

prepare a deposit and carry the money up University Avenue to Bank of America to use the night 

deposit facility. If memory serves me correctly, we took in over $25,000.00 in the two days of 

the sale. 

Another memory was the beginning of the Thrift Store — something I thought would be a “flash 

in the pan” not unlike the rummage sale. Boy, was I wrong! I remember fighting with the 

Department of Revenue, State of Washington, about taxability of the sales. I lost, but not without 

a good battle. Dorothy Trondsen and her crew have done a marvelous job with the thrift store; 

helping many who are in need and providing much needed revenue for the Church. 

University Temple was my first church bookkeeping job. My business grew until there were 

seven churches or church organizations in my “bookkeeping fold”. Mary Jo and I still have four 

clients — three United Methodist Churches and the Wesley Foundation. 

A bit of personal history has been requested. I was born in Flint, Michigan in June, 1937. My 

Father was a seminary graduate whose calling was to be a lay leader in the Church. My mother 

was a schoolteacher, beginning her teaching career in a one-room school house in Bancroft, 

Michigan. I graduated from Flint Technical High School in June 1955. That September, I 

enlisted in the Army, found a niche in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps, and eventually 

retired from service in December 1979. I managed to rise from private to chief warrant officer. 

At one point in my career, just before promotion to warrant officer, I was the most verbatim 

senior court reporter in the Army. 
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A partial list of U. Temple Accountants/Bookkeepers, and Treasurers over the years. 

Bookkeepers   Treasurers  

Frank Holmstrom CPA 1965-1982  Margaret Bard 1947 

Herb Reinelt 1982-1984s  Cyrus Wright 1954  

Ray Cole 1984-1985  Eva Dingle 1962 

Dorothy Trondsen 1985-1990  Lillian Anderson 1968 

Ron Cowan 1990-1997  Nancy Whitcomb 1970 

Art Gunderman 1997-2006  Ardith Lagerquist 1973 

John Poole, CPA 2006-  RollieYates 1974 

   Brad Gunderson 1990 

   Norman Miller 1993- 
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CHAPTER 3 

 The Congregation
 

he work of U. Temple through the years has been carried out by a remarkable partnership 

between the ordained clergy and the congregation. Dedicated lay persons have been active 

in every department of operation from missions to education to music. In 

reading old issues of Tower Tidings and Sunday bulletins, how often are 

names like the late Will Sanders (Seattle restaurateur), Fred Laudan 

(Boeing vice-president), and the late University of Washington professors 

Walter Eichinger, Walter Hiltner, Win Byrd, and Maurice Kingston 

mentioned. And the late Harry and Myrtle Olson, Neill and Amy Hall, 

Eugene Pease, Merrill and Marion Stover, Annabelle Shaw, Jessie Crook, 

Wayne Smith, Herb Edwards, Richard (Dick) Gregory, Alvirita Little, Ray 

Royal, Eugene Bell, Cecil and Grace Bullock, Viola Bird, Jean Reis ― they 

must not be forgotten! Some, such as long-time member Merrill Stover who 

was named “Seattle’s Methodist Man of the Year” in 1956, received well 

deserved outside recognition. All of these great spirits deserve the 

recognition of the present generation. 

Today’s congregation is equally faithful and includes such stalwarts as Fred Lackmann (Lay 

Leader, Coffee Hour, Liturgists Coordinator); Janet Lower (Chair Board of Trustees, President 

UMW); Joyce Houser-Ferkovitch (Chair, Finance Committee), Donna Dockter, Dale Hoff, 

Michael Shaw (UDECC); Don Docker (Chair, Church Council, Space Use), Norm Miller 

(Treasurer, Acolytes); Dan Olson (Assistant Treasurer, Greeters, Acolytes); Jennifer Olson, 

Francene Myer (Membership), Bernice Moore (Library); Laura Baumgartner (Bell Choir 

Director); Merry Anne Loyer (Sunday School), Carrie Campbell (Youth Ministry), Dorothy 

Trondsen (Thrift Store), Dave Campbell, John Trondsen (Sound System), Bonita Dennison 

(Visual Communications), Greg Langmann (Electronic Communications, Ushers, Man-Of-All-

Work), Jim Detter, Rowena Wedemeyer (Organ Concert Team, Membership and Evangelism); 

Marian Karpoff, Jean Poole, Molly Shaw (Enrichment Hour), Kirsten Yelin (Chair, Staff 

Parrish); Karen Eisenbrey (Finance, Records), Kathy Garner (Missions, Multifaith Works Care 

Team, Sewing Guild), Joan Van Zandt (Teen Feed), David Van Zandt (Archives); Ann McKee 

(Lay Member to Annual Conference with Janet Lower, Joyce Houser-Ferkovich), Dick & Betty 

Blakney, Heather Haack (Church and Society), Lia Slemons, Mike Wallace, Tom Yelin  

(Earthkeepers).  

T 

Long-time members 

Marion and Merrill 

Stover, ca. 1970. 
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The United Methodist Women… 

A Brief History 
By Joan Van Zandt

21
 

ethodist women were active in the University District even before the church was 

chartered in 1901. In the summer of 1891, they started a Sunday school for their children 

at the old Latona School. The next year the owner of the Paysee Hotel in Latona (now 

Wallingford) offered one of his rooms for the Sunday school. The women collected nickels and 

dimes to purchase a pump organ for music. They also felt that the room would be more attractive 

with curtains at the windows, so they bought calico at five cents a yard and made them. Mrs. 

Freeman cut and basted, and the preacher ran the sewing machine. 

By 1894, the women felt the need for an organized group, so Mrs. J. W. Gillespie invited them to 

her home. The first Ladies' Aid Society was thus begun. They also organized a unit of the 

Women's Foreign Missionary Society. In l909, the Home Missionary and Foreign Missionary 

Societies were merged at the national level so our mission work was broadened to include both. 

As church membership grew and members came from wider areas, it seemed logical to form 

neighborhood groups to meet once a month. These groups were at first called Decuries (Latin, 

groups of 10) and later were known as Circles. Circles met separately in members' homes, and 

came together monthly for a general meeting ( known as the Women's Council ) held at the 

church Most of the meetings were in the day time. There were about a dozen numbered Circles, 

each with about a dozen or more members. 

In l939 the unification at the national level of the Methodist Episcopal North, Methodist 

Episcopal South and the Methodist Protestant Churches combined all the women’s organizations 

of the three churches into one new organization, the Woman's Society of Christian Service 

(WSCS). The Circle structure remained the same. In l940 a unit of the Wesleyan Service Guild, a 

national Methodist organization for women employed outside the home, was begun, later known 

as the Jennie Fulton Guild. A second, the Susannah Wesleyan Service Guild was established in 

l958. In its annual report for 1953-54, the Temple's WSCS reported that each of its Circles had 

adopted a foreign missionary to help by sending supplies, and had adopted a homebound Temple 

member to whom they telephoned and sent birthday and Christmas gifts. By 1959, there were 14 

circles with a total membership of 365 and the pledge in support of missionary work had been 

increased from $2,000 in 1948 to $3,600. The Guilds used the same program materials as the 

Circles and supported missions in their own way. 

Over the years projects to promote fellowship and raise money for the mission pledge were 

                                                
21 Revised and Updated from History of the Woman’s Society of University Temple by Eugene Pease, 1959. U. 

Temple archives. 
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undertaken, such as :teas, dinners, banquets, bazaars, calendar sales and in 1935 the big 

Thanksgiving banquet (later known as the Christmas Gift Banquet) that raised $1,000 to help 

“save the church” from foreclosure. It became an annual affair as did the Martha Washington 

Breakfast held in February, complete with colonial costumes and music, and a Mother-Daughter 

Luncheon. Later, a Spring Luncheon was held each May with a gala program and singing 

waiters. The work for these affairs and many others was done by the Circles, each having its 

month to help in the kitchen, dining room or clean up. In 1956 with the building of the Education 

Wing and its elegantly furnished parlor, wedding reception catering became a big part of the 

fund-raising of WSCS. Ladies in black dresses and white aprons provided beautifully appointed 

tables of refreshments during the post war years of  weddings. 

Raising money was only part of the support of missions. Education about the needs of the 

disadvantaged and the role of social action for justice were important parts of the program. 

Axeline Istas, a Temple member from 1940, was a leader in movements supporting refugee 

families, Friends of Youth, the Indian Center, Women's International League for Peace and 

Freedom and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. Helen Eichinger was active in mission work from 

her arrival here in 1936. In l956, she began 12 years of service on the National Board of 

Missions, Woman's Division, as secretary. In that capacity she traveled to New York City several 

times and brought back to University Temple a picture of  the civil rights movement and of the 

development of the United Nations Organization. Other local mission projects WSCS supported 

were Atlantic Street Center, Women's Studio Club, Margaret Manor Home, FOCUS, FISH, 

University District Food Bank, Deaconess Children's Home, and First Avenue Service Center. 

In 1959, Crowther Hall was remodeled and the kitchen was relocated from behind the stage to its 

present site along the west wall. Much of the new equipment for the kitchen was purchased by 

the WSCS, including 40 tables and 400 chairs for the dining room. A kitchen supervisor, May 

Logan, was employed in 1960, to plan, shop for and supervise the preparation of meals by the 

Circle volunteers. She also was involved in the design and layout of the new kitchen. Grand 

plans for future expansion with steam tables for serving in the dining room were never realized 

because of the dramatic change in the lives of women during the next decades. Not only did 

many church families move to suburban homes and churches but “Women's Lib,” “the Pill,” and 

new day care centers encouraged many women to join the work force, making daytime meetings 

and volunteer work impossible for them. Catering of wedding receptions and dinners and huge 

efforts such as bazaars and rummage sales have been replaced by individual pledges, movie 

nights, sales of calendars, fair trade coffee and chocolate, Recipe-in-a-Jar soup and baking mixes 

and spring bulbs to raise funds for missions. A silent auction was added to the Giving Thanks 

Banquet in 2008 and was very successful. 

In 1968, the Methodist Church merged with the Evangelical United Brethren (EUB), and the 

Woman's Society of Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guilds were combined with 

EUB women's groups as United Methodist Women (UMW). Changes to the structure of UMW 

were necessitated by the needs of the employed women if they were to be included in UMW. At 
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this time, the officers meet as the executive committee monthly on a Saturday to plan the events 

of the year. The annual Call to Prayer and Self Denial in the spring and the Thank Offering 

Service in the fall are the only remnants of the former general monthly meetings. 

The Circles have been replaced by interest groups: mostly informal gatherings for fellowship. 

The Sewing Group is an outgrowth of a program started during WWII by a woman in the Quaker 

community. It was inherited along with her sewing machines by WSCS and UMW and continues 

making layettes for newborns of welfare mothers but is seeking new ways to involve younger 

women. The Quilters disbanded after 30 years when quilting began to be an individual art form 

done by machine rather than a social activity done by hand around a quilt frame. New groups 

such as In Stitches, E-Mail Mothers' Group, Catering, Women's Discussion Group, and Garden 

Group have been added to long-time groups such as Tuesday Noon Lunch and Thursday Noon 

Study. For some women the only opportunity to participate in UMW is at the annual Fall Retreat 

which has been subsidized since 1988 by money from the Ruth Laudan fund. This opportunity 

for fellowship and spiritual growth has been a blessing to all who attend, and to the UMW which 

is strengthened by the support of the participants. 

We were very fortunate to have had several families who have given memorials and an 

honorarium to UMW “so the ladies wouldn't have to work so hard.” Ruth Laudan, Dorothy and 

Erle Hathaway, and the Olson family funds help to pay the pledge to the General Board of 

Global Ministries Women’s Division: $6500 as of 2009. The UMW organization holds that its 

primary function is support of missions, not financing local church needs. However, the 

Christmas Gift Banquet (renamed in 2007 to Giving Thanks Banquet) still gives the donations 

from attendees to a special local church project, most recently to the fund for new choir robes. 

UMW members are still called upon to help with potlucks, after-church soup lunches for special 

events, and occasional wedding and memorial receptions. The rental of Crowther Hall to 

ROOTS has precluded its use for big rummage sales and banquets, but the Narthex and Preston 

Parlor have been able to accommodate the current numbers of people who attend. The Thrift 

Store, although not a UMW project, is certainly supported wholeheartedly by UMW volunteers. 

In addition to the local mission projects supported by WSCS mentioned above, UMW has 

supported the Youth Chaplaincy Program, Wesley Club trips, attendance at Cooperative School 

of Christian Mission and other Methodist conferences and provides Christmas poinsettias for 

homebound church members. For several years UMW has paid the boarding school tuition in 

Kenya for Losha Dapash, who had to be left behind when Meitamei, Jane and Thadeus Dapash 

fled the country. 

The current UMW is a much different organization from its predecessors, but its purpose of 

fostering spiritual growth, supportive fellowship, and participation in Global ministries of the 

church has remained the same.  
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Ladies Aid, WSCS, UMW Presidents 1926-2009 

1926-29 Mrs. C. C. Stover 1969-71 Mary Francis Gregory 

1929 Mrs. I. J. Mc Reynolds 1971-73 Olive McLaughlin 

1930  Mrs. O. K. Jones 1973-75 Betty Betz 

1931-34 Miss Marie DuBois 1975-77 Helen Martin 

1934 Mrs. Warren Kraft Sr. 1977-80 Mary Lou Royal 

1935 Mrs. S. E. Morris 1980-82 Peggy Campbell 

1936-38  Mrs. Harry Smith 1982 Eleanor Clark 

1938-40 Mrs. A. E. Quintin 1983-85 Alice Smith 

1940-43 Mrs. Louis Rothenhoefer 1985-87 Evelyn Gunderson 

1943-45 Mrs. Fred Kerr 1987 Elsie Brown 

1945 Mrs. Albert Jensen 1988-90 Shirley Skeith 

1946-48 Mrs. Clem. J. Carlson 1990-92 Elise Eslinger 

1948-50 Mrs. Walter Eichinger 1992 Joyce Vanden Hoorn 

1950-52 Mrs. Frank Poulson 1992-94 Joan Van Zandt/Dorothy Trondsen 

1952-54 Mrs. Neill D. Hall 1995 Betty Betz/Nitamarie Bailey 

1954-56 Mrs. A. D. Davenny 1996 Betty Betz 

1956-58 Miss Emma Stone 1997 Shirley Skeith/Marian Towle 

1958 Mrs. Fred Bartell 1998-2000 Eleanor Hall 

1959-1961 Mrs. Cecil Bullock 2000-02 Betty Blakney 

1961-63 Mrs. Ernest Dean 2002-04 Joan Van Zandt/Dorothy Trondsen 

1963 Mrs. Reese Humphreys 2005 Joyce Houser-Ferkovich 

1964-66 Mrs. Kenneth Clark 2006 Joyce Houser-Ferkovich/Janet Lower 

1966 Pearl Dean 2007-2009 Janet Lower 

1967-69 Dorothy Hathaway   

 

 

The Story of the Christmas Gift Banquet 
(From the archives, author unknown) 

he “Christmas Gift Banquet,” originally named the “Thanksgiving Banquet,” goes back to 

the early days of the Methodist Church in the University District. 

Our present beautiful cathedral church was dedicated October 16, 1927. a time of economic 

prosperity and optimism. But in 1929 came the stock market crash and the decade-long Great 

Depression. Floating a bond issue in 1926 to help pay for the construction of the church had been 

easy, but paying the principal and interest during the depression proved impossible. In 1935 the 

bondholders demanded immediate repossession of the property. 

T 
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However the congregation rallied and went into action. The men solicited funds in a house-to-

house, member-to-member campaign called The Forward Movement. The women of the church 

organized a fund-raising banquet charging what was the then unheard of price of $5 per person. 

They solicited food from merchants on the Avenue and they brought their own linens silver and 

china for the tables. Beulah Kraft was chairwoman of this dinner which was named the 

“Thanksgiving Banquet for the Forward Movement Campaign.” One thousand dollars was 

raised. This, together with the funds raised by other activities of the congregation and the 

Conference satisfied the bondholders and the church was saved. 

The Thanksgiving Banquet was a big hit with the congregation. In 1936, its name was changed 

to the Christmas Gift Banquet and it became a popular annual event. The money raised was 

contributed to the Temple Sinking Fund which was used to pay off the remaining bonded 

indebtedness of the church. The mortgage was formally burned in a ceremony at the Christmas 

Gift Banquet of 1947 and the church was finally debt-free. In 1956 the Education Wing was 

completed and by 1969 the mortgage on that building had been paid off as well, leaving the 

church once again debt-free. Since that time the proceeds of the annual Christmas Gift Banquet 

have been designated for some special church building need or improvement. 

The members of United Methodist Women do the planning decorating preparing and serving of 

the Christmas Gift dinners. The banquets each year have provided a time of greeting friends in 

fellowship and enjoying a dinner together in an atmosphere of holiday decorations. Featured 

speakers at the banquets have included Governor Arthur B. Langlie (1943), Seattle Mayors 

Gordon Clinton (1959) and Wes Uhlman (1969), University of Washington President Raymond 

B. Allen (1947), a number of college professors, bishops, outstanding preachers such as Rev. 

Norm Williams (1972) and Elaine Stanovsky (1981), and community leaders and individuals 

with special messages or dramatic talent. The programs always include beautiful music — both 

special presentations and community singing of Christmas carols. 

From 1984 to 1993, instead of inspirational speakers, the gift banquet programs were put on by 

the choir. In 1984-85, we celebrated with “A Christmas Dinner at the Home of Charles Wesley” 

a play put on by the choir and directed by Charles Peterson. From 1986 through 1993 we enjoyed 

“A Madrigal Dinner” also directed by Charles Peterson, each with special costumes, 

entertainment, drama and beautiful music. 

Since 1994 the emphasis has been on a gourmet five course dinner, the “Festive Feast.” In 2007, 

the name was changed once again and the Christmas Gift banquet is now called the “Giving 

Thanks” banquet. Since 2007, plays written, acted, and directed by Dale Hoff have provided the 

entertainment. 
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The Quilting Group 
(From the archives, author unknown) 

n 1974, when the United Methodist Women changed from Circles to Interest Groups, Edith 

Baringer, Amy Hall, and Theta Meyer decided to organize a Quilting group. A search for a 

suitable room with good 

lighting, and of adequate size, 

was difficult. They had to settle 

for a corner in Crowther Hall. 

Edith, who was an experienced 

quilter, furnished a set of frames 

made by her great grandfather. 

At the first group meeting it was 

decided to meet on Wednesdays, 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm and that 

each person would bring a sack 

lunch. There would also be a 

study or devotional program at 

lunch time. This plan has 

worked well, and been followed 

through the years. 

The first quilt was a Little Star quilt. It was sold (to Frances Lindquist) for $100. In 1975, the 

United States Bicentennial Year, the quilters made an American Eagle quilt designed by Laura 

Holmstrom. It sold for $125. 

The group was small, four to six quilters at a meeting, all learning to quilt. Soon, many quilt tops 

were brought to be quilted. Most of them were tops pieced years ago by a grandmother, mother, 

or great aunt. After a couple of years, more room was needed to set up two frames. After 

searching by Edith and Theta a lovely, large room was made available in the lower level of the 

church (Rm. 212). Two new quilting frames were acquired: a regular size by Mr. Hatch, and a 

king size by Frank Holmstrom. A cupboard was needed so that the precious heirloom quilts 

would be safe. Harold Monson built that. The Quilters were growing in numbers, and were kept 

so busy that they asked the United Methodist Women to purchase more comfortable chairs. This 

they did and the group received 12 lovely, stackable chairs, valued at $30 each. 

Most of the money earned goes to the United Methodist Women and to the church budget. In 

addition, some special projects have funded youth camperships, a piano, $600 to the roofing 

fund, and help for the Sewing Group. 

I 

Quilters ca. 1989. From the left: Jo Worthington, Lulu Capp, Joan 

Van Zandt, Janet Davenny, Laura Holmstrom, and Doris Appleman. 
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The Quilters work faithfully each Wednesday and attendance averages four to ten workers. They 

also have had delightful social times, lunches, teas, excursions, and great fellowship. Edith 

Baringer was the chairperson for the first ten years and Theta Meyer was the photographer who 

took pictures of each finished quilt and kept a record book. When Edith became ill, the group 

became most cooperative with the following volunteers: Agnes Wallington and Lulu Capp, co-

chairpersons; Margaret Tracy, treasurer; Amy Hall, lunch program; and Laura Holmstrom 

always ready to put new quilts in the frames. Laura Holmstrom served as chairperson from 1988-

1992. When Laura moved to Charleston, South Carolina, Margaret Tracy took over. 

Through the years 1974-1994, 137 quilts have been finished and approximately $16,000 earned. 

During Dr. Eslinger’s pastorate (1987-

1992), liturgical artist Mary Boyd 

(now Rev. Dr. Mary Boyd and, since 

2007, U. Temple’s Senior Pastor) was 

commissioned to design and appliqué a 

frontal for the communion table. Her 

Tree of Life design was based on a text 

from the Book of Revelation which 

proclaimed that in the New Jerusalem 

there shall grow “the tree of life whose 

leaves will be for the healing of the 

nations”[Rev. 22:2]. The Temple 

Quilters completed the frontal in 1989 

and it was dedicated at a special 

service later that same year. In 

succeeding years, the Quilting Group used Boyd designs and appliqués to complete three 

additional frontals. In 1990, The Lenten Cross (Lent); and in 1991, The Star of Hope 

(Advent/Epiphany), and Life Abundant (Kingdom tide). 

Those who have been in the group, including those who are still active, include the original 

organizers Edith Baringer and Theta Meyer, and (alphabetically) Doris Appleman, Jeanette 

Ashby, Jane Booker, Janet Butler, Lulu Capp, Eleanor Clark, Janet Davenny, Ruth Davis, Verna 

De Shon, Dorothy Gore, Amy Hall, Evabell Hillistad, Vivian Hatch, Laura Holmstrom, Grace 

Jones, Theta Meyer, Maria Milflores, Bernice Moore, Margaret Moore, Betty Smith, Jean Ann 

Swarm, Margaret Tracy, Dorothy Trondsen, Joan Van Zandt, Agnes Wallington, and Jo 

Worthington.  

 

 

"The Tree of Life" designed by liturgical artist Mary P. Boyd. 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 4. Memories and Reflections   

 

 - 87 - 

The Sewing Group 
By Evelyn Gunderson and Kathy Garner 

he Sewing Guild (as it 

was then called) was 

formed in 1941 during the 

first year of World War II by 

a group of Quakers. Mrs. 

Mary Bennett, an industrious 

Quaker woman, originally 

organized the group to try to 

relieve suffering and help the 

needy. After the war, the 

Quakers decided to 

discontinue this work and 

prevailed upon Mrs. Bennett 

to move the sewing machines 

and other equipment to the 

lighted basement in her home. 

The Quakers continued to 

send usable materials so there 

was always some sewing to do. Some of the women from our church came to sew once a week. 

During the late 1950's and early 1960's the group continued in their sewing, making dresses and 

things for an orphanage and the Indian Center. In 1962, pinafores were made for the child care 

facility at the Seattle World’s Fair. In 1963 Mrs. Bennett became ill and had to sell her home and 

move into a retirement/nursing home. Since the sewing group could no longer meet at her home, 

they began to meet at U. Temple. Mrs. Bennett contributed the machines, materials, patterns, 

thread, buttons, etc. to this church group. Other members donated machines as well. The women 

who came from the Bennett home to U. Temple were Minnie Holderby, Stella Elliott, Lydia 

Syncock, Esther Hoskens, and Anna Huey. Clara Dooley was president of this group for ten 

years. 

In 1969 Nina McLaren became chairman and continued until 1974 when Evelyn Gunderson took 

over. Members were (in addition to the above): Grace Witcombe, Iva Jane Arnold, Theta Meyer, 

Ruth Davis, Violet Payton, Edna Olson, Florence Strathy, Evelyn Gunderson, Alta Beadles, Olga 

Greeley, and Grace Melrose. 

In January 1976, the membership list included the 13 above women and Janet Davenny to make 

an active group of 14 sewers. Agnes Wallington has knit at home for us. Close personal ties have 

been built over the years of sharing lunch and devotions at each meeting and celebrating 

T 

The Sewing Group, ca. 2004. Picture taken by Kathy Garner. From left 

Wava Scott, Kathryn Hodges, Shirley Lange, Marian Karpoff, Peggy 

Snouse. 
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birthdays once a month. The Sewing Group takes pride in workmanship which brings attractive, 

well-made garments to those in need. 

Visitors and new members are always welcome. Machines are kept in good working order and 

recently 6 were in use at one session. But that doesn’t mean that everyone sews or has to! 

Someone will say “What shall I do today?” Invariably the answer will be “Whatever you want to 

do” So each woman according to her talents contributes. We have some members who are handy 

at fixing adjustments on the sewing machines. In working with fabrics several women often 

confer together to decide which colors and textures will harmonize best. In making baby quilts 

and 6 year size crib quilts, 5 or 6 women might take part. One cuts out 6-inch squares of material 

from pieces that are too small for anything else. Another takes these squares, spreads them out on 

a table and adjusts and mixes them until they make an interesting pattern. She labels each row 

and pins them together so that the person who sews them into a finished quilt will maintain the 

pattern. A fourth person will take the quilt and add a filler and a back of a harmonizing color. To 

finish the job another woman will use yarn of the correct color to tie it. 

Other activities might include someone knitting a baby sweater, making a pair of slacks and a top 

for a 3-year old, finishing a dainty dress for a 1-year old girl, making bazaar items, and the 

important job of organizing the many materials in the cupboard! 

Often church members drop in to say hello. We invite them to stay for coffee and if it happens to 

be one of our birthday celebrations, we include them in the birthday cake and ice cream. We 

enjoy laughter and sometimes hum and sing while we sew. Twice a year we have special outings 

— a Christmas luncheon at a member's home and a bus trip for a summer picnic.  

Membership has included the following:  

Helen Beaver, Lulu Capp, Elise Challstedt, Kathy Garner, Evelyn Gunderson, Kathryn Hodges, 

Marjorie Hofer, Gertrude Jessup, Olga Levins, Lura McCain, Laura Mack, Gwen Mallett, Norma 

Osborne, Wava Scott, Nobuko Shimada, Peggy Snouse, Marian Tiffany, Katie Thornberg, Mary 

Thulean, Helen Vanlaningham, Luci Vaughn, and Wilma Warner. 

In 1987 three organizations were served: Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), 

Deaconess Children's Services in Everett, and Fircrest in Seattle. The garments made include 

layettes, children's clothing, lap robes and knitted caps. In summary, the work-fellowship is a 

caring fellowship. Members keep in touch with ill members by phone, a card or a visit. Our 

sewing day, once a week, is a day to which we look forward with anticipation. 

Into the 1990's the Sewing Group, or Guild, continued with a slightly smaller group of dedicated 

sewers. Besides layettes for DSHS, lap robes for Wesley Homes were made in 1990-1992. From 

the fall of 1986-1994, baby quilts and clothing items were made for Deaconess Children’s 

Services in Everett as well as Christmas stockings for them. 
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Membership in 1991-1992 consisted of:  Kathryn Hodges, Helen Beaver, Peggy Snouse, Norma 

Osborne, Gertrude Jessup, Wava Scott, Evelyn Gunderson, Marian Tiffany, Edyth Wrede, and 

Gwen Mallett. 

In October 1991, 22 quilts were presented for “Children At Risk” at the District UMW meeting 

in Renton. In 1992, Evelyn Gunderson reported the same group of ladies were meeting every 

week, summer and winter, producing and delivering 4 layettes each month to DSHS.  

In the late 1990's and early 2000's the public health nurse from the north precinct started visiting 

us at the beginning of each month to pick up our layette donations. Judy Plunkett, RN visited for 

several years before her retirement and replacement by Josie Fenton-McCall, RN. In the 90's, 

Lea Stern, “First Stage Social Worker,” was one of the social workers we worked with through 

DSHS. Many ‘Thank You’ notes from recipients mentioned her. Layettes were also delivered to 

Paul Kimball, SW. June Hooper, RN worked with Lea Stern out of the Ballard office — 

Maternity Support. Steve Laban, SW was also involved in receiving our layettes there. From 

1995-2001, Deborah Greenleaf, RN at the Public Health Service working out of the DSHS office 

in Ballard, picked up the layettes and joined us for lunch celebrations. Sewers also participated in 

the 1993 Church Rummage Sale to help earn $25,000. While Marie Frank was church secretary, 

she joined the sewers for their lunch break each week. 

Early in the 2000's, Melissa Ranken worked at home sewing for the group, as did Helen Beaver, 

knitting beautiful sweaters and caps at home for infants. 

Evelyn Gunderson retired to a new home in Port Orchard about 2006. Kathy Garner attended 

more frequently by 2004 and gradually took on leadership of the Sewing Group. 

In February 2004, the Sewers had the closet remodeled in Room 112 for efficient shelving and 

bought plastic boxes for visual storage of our fabrics and supplies. 

In the spring of 2007, Room 112, the old home for the Sewers, was rented out to the Washington 

Association of Churches for office space and the Sewers moved their machines to The Intersect. 

Three custom made cabinets, gifted by the Board of Trustees, were made by a skilled 

cabinetmaker, Steve Lohrentz, to store the large stash of fabrics and supplies in the Sewers new 

home room. 

The membership in 2009 consisted of Kathryn Hodges, Kathy Garner, Constance Finney, Jo 

Hazelton, and Maureen McDonald. Wava Scott participated for several months of the year as 

well. 

 

 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 4. Memories and Reflections   

 

 - 90 - 

Wesleyan Service Guild: Jennie Fulton Guild 
(From the archives, author unknown) 

he Wesleyan Service Guild, an organization for employed women, was first organized at the 

old Brooklyn Avenue Church in 1921. The first records of the Wesleyan Service Guild at 

University Temple begin in June 1940. Members the first year were Vera Green, Lyda Crowell, 

Julia Street, Katherine Weir, Leah Smith, Pauline Cummings, Rachel Lindquist, Frances Smith, 

Mary Hoppe, Margaret Bard, Tennie Coffey, Virginia Martin, Leanna Terry, Mary Burrus, 

Elizabeth Frans, Frances Lindquist, Mary Keefer, Eva Dingle, Ruth Seaton, and Eloise Newton.  

The Guild was an auxiliary to the Women's Society and used the same program materials, 

magazines, and other literature. Through pledges and gifts they participated in support of mission 

to community, local, and general work. The records show they contributed to the Woman's 

Council, as it was known in those days, and paid a pledge for national Wesleyan Service Guild 

projects. They contributed to Overseas Relief, to the Temple Future Fund, and toward the 

support of missionaries from the Temple — Keith Johnson in Japan and Leila Dingle in the 

Philippines — as well as sending apples to the Jesse Lee Home in Alaska.  

During 1959-1960, the Guild adopted a new name to honor Jennie Fulton, a beloved leader of the 

Woman's Society who gave encouragement and support for the Guild. This also distinguished it 

from a second Guild that began about the same time: the Susannah Wesleyan Service Guild.  

The Jennie Fulton Guild's final records are for the 1963-64 year. At that time, the membership 

included Grace Andersen, Florence Ausman, Jane Booker, Muriel Buck, Esther Chipman, Estel 

W. Dando, Hazle Dregnie, Marcelle Dunning, Marjorie Eastabrooks, Ruth Furman, Vera Green, 

Lorraine Haysom, Matilda Jones, Margaret Klein, Lenora Koth, Mabel Larrison, Phyllis 

Lorenzen, Alice Parker, Mellie Rosenquist, Lenore Sheckels, Anna Snyder, Nora Strate, Julia 

Street, Francel Walker, and Pearl Webster. 

Over the years between 1940 and 1964, records show that 123 U. Temple women gave of 

themselves and their means in service to the church and its mission through their involvement in 

the Jennie Fulton Wesleyan Service Guild. A complete list of these names can be found in the 

Archives. 

 
 

Susannah Wesleyan Service Guild 
(From the archives, author unknown) 

he charter meeting of Susannah Wesleyan Service Guild was held on December 3, 1958 in 

Preston Parlor. Twelve women were present: Betty Betz, Beth Blakney, Mabel Bradway, 

Eleanor Hall, Ann Jepson, Grace Mickelberry, Fern Parker, Millie Pluntze, Mildred Sawyer, 

Marilyn Stevens, Lorraine Stringfellow, and Sue Struck.  

T 

T 
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Alvirita Little, District Secretary, explained the organization to us. She challenged us to 

participate at all levels: local, district, conference and jurisdiction, inspiring seven of us to attend 

the conference meeting in Yakima in April, 1959. This made us aware of the magnitude of our 

connectional structure and its impact on Mission which we would support through our pledges.  

At our second meeting in January 1959, Marilyn Stevens was elected chairman. Ruth Deetz, 

Vera French, Ann McDonald, Joan Flakus, and Jeanne Wolf became members. 

During the following years we continued to grow. Exciting and inspiring programs kept us aware 

of our purpose. Many members attended annual district and conference weekends. As a new 

guild, several of us attended the Western Jurisdictional Conference in Portland in October 1959, 

which gave us increased understanding of being in Mission. We also participated in the 

Conference Schools of Christian Mission.  

A memorable event in our history was the Western Jurisdiction Wesleyan Service Guild 

Weekend held at University Methodist Temple on November 6-8, 1964. The theme, Summoned 

to a New Age, challenged the women who attended. All Susannah Guild members contributed to 

the success of this conference.  

On October 15, 1968, we celebrated the birthday of a new women's organization joining the 

strengths and resources of the women of the former Evangelical United Brethren and the former 

Methodist Church. Those attending signed the charter roll to initiate the Susannah Guild into 

partnership with nearly 37,000 other societies and guilds made up of approximately 1,600,000 

women. Included on this membership roll were: Edith Baringer, Margaret Bennett, Betty Betz, 

Verna Black, Edna Casebolt, Opal Davidson, Marjory Devers, Hazle Dregnie, Eleanor Hall, 

Evelyn Irby, Marjorie Kadel, Lenora Koth, Dorothy Looney, Kathryn Martens, Donna 

Mortensen, Barbara Rasch, Jean Reis, Fay Snowden, Ina Snyder, Nora Strate, Cecelia Shand, 

Marian Towle and Mildred Zoll. 

The records in the archives include the following members from our founding in 1958 through 

May, 1968: Betty Betz, Beth Blakney, Mabel Bradway, Eleanor Hall, Ann Jepson, Grace 

Mickleberry Moyer, Fern Parker, Millie Pluntze, Marilyn Stevens, Lorraine Stringfellow, Sue 

Struck, Mildred Sawyer, Miriam Alexander Mitchel, Hazel Bailey, Donna Clark, Ruth Deetz, 

Joanne Downs, Phillis Elzinga, Joan Flakus, Vera French, Shirley Kimball, Gladys King, Jeanne 

Lackmann, Ella Magee, Gwen Mallett, Laura McAdams, Jean Reis, Margery Smith, Dorothy 

Wedemeyer, Sally Johnston, Ann McDonald, Mary Heineman, Margaret Cole, Peggy Robb, Lela 

Schiffbauer, Elizabeth Radlowski, Francis Nye, Doris Payne Forsman, Vesta Pfleiderer, Jean 

Price, Marjorie Kadel, Barbara Rasch Larson, Deanna Stenshoel Cannon, Delaine Williamson, 

Marilyn Ross, Elsie Camp, Jeannie Plott, Marian Towle, Beverly Britten, Verna Black, Dorothy 

Looney, Donna Mortensen, Mildred Zoll, Frances Adamson, Edith Baringer, Everly Irby, 

Marjory Devers, and Kathryn Martens. 
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Christian Social Relations 

(From the archives, author unknown) 

rganized in 1939, this program area of the Women’s Society of Christian Service at U. 

Temple has had a number of outstanding women deeply interested in this topic of study and 

action. 

Mrs. Axeline Istas, who had homesteaded in Montana, came to Washington State with her 

husband and six children in 1928 and to University Temple in 1940. She served on the 

Commission on Missions of the church and, in that connection, supported and assisted refugee 

families, Friends of Youth, and the Indian Center. She took Korean university students into her 

home and worked with the Campus Christian Ministry. She belonged to the Women's 

International League for Peace and Freedom and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. She 

represented us at Seattle Church Women United and, in that connection, World Community Day 

and World Fellowship Day. Two daughters became members of University Temple: Margaret 

Tracy and Janet Butler. Mrs. Istas died in 1984 at the age of 95. 

 

Mrs. Helen Eichinger, wife of U. Temple organist Prof. Walter Eichinger, came to Seattle from 

Illinois in 1936 and became president of the Woman's Society of Christian Service of University 

Temple in 1948. From 1956 until 1968 she served on the National Board of Missions, Woman's 

Division, as secretary. In that capacity she traveled to New York City a number of times and 

brought back to University Temple a picture of the civil rights movement. As a national officer, 

she shared with us her understanding of another controversial movement, the United Nations. 

The Woman’s Division of the National Board of Missions of The Methodist Church had offices 

across the street from the United Nations building in New York City. 

Other movements we participated in and supported were: The Atlantic Street Center, The 

Women's Studio Club, Margaret Manor Home, FOCUS, FISH, University District Food Bank, 

Deaconess Children's Home, First Avenue Service Center. 

Some of the women who took responsibility for leadership in these efforts were: Ellie Clark, 

Ruth Shaw, Mabel Larrison, Margaret Tracy, Mrs. Ben Smith, Dorothea Scott, Shirley Lange, 

Aileen Stewart, Shirley Skeith, Polly Monson, Jo Foster, Genevieve Warner, Gretchen Parker, 

Connie Sizemore, and Louise Bennett. 

 

 

 

O 
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Fellowship and Service Groups… 

Triple F and Supper Club 
By Wava Scott 

or many decades, the Supper Club and Triple F (Fun, Food and Fellowship) were large 

social groups for Temple members, featuring monthly dinners and programs. 

Supper Club at University Methodist Temple was a loosely-formed group of church couples, 

most of whom had young families at home. It was started sometime in the late 1940s or early 

1950s as a social get-together for couples outside of church. We met on the first Saturday 

evening of each month, usually at the home of one couple, who also furnished the main dish for 

our dinner. In true potluck style, everyone else brought their specialty salad, vegetable dish, or 

dessert to round out the meal. The Christmas potluck was traditionally held at the home of Ray 

and Mary Lou Royal and it was also traditional for Ray to dress up as Santa Claus. The 

mainstays of the group included Ken and Ellie Clark, Herb and Dixie Edwards, Dick and Jerry 

Fortenbacher, Brad and Eileen Gillespie, Maurice and Margaret Kingston, Jim and Dorothy 

Mummery, Harry and Myrtle Olson, Bob and Wava Scott, Ed and Marian Towle, George and 

Jean Reis, Ray and Mary Lou Royal, and Jack and Dee Streckenbach. 

Our phone committee assigned dishes and let the host and hostess know how many people to 

expect. If we had a large crowd, the dinner was held at the church. Occasionally we had a 

planned program or we sang songs, but generally we just did lots of visiting. Our group 

numbered around 10 to 15 couples, including the minister and his wife. 

Supper Club was a going concern for many years, and we continued to meet as our children grew 

up and began having children of their own. Eventually the club ran its course, but we all had 

fond memories of our gatherings, and we forever treasured our Supper Club friendships. 

With attendance dropping as the members aged, the Supper Club and Triple F groups merged in 

1991 and stopped meeting a few years later. For many years, a longtime Temple member, Cora 

Meglasson, conducted an “Opportunity Table” at meetings of the Triple F social group where 

she recycled surplus items or sold homemade canned fruits and jellies, cakes and bread to help 

raise money for church projects. 
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Young Adult Beacon Club 
By Arlene Swanson 

his group was formed in l954 by Ella Magee, our education director at that time. A group of 

age 20 + single young adults, we met on Sunday evenings with a program usually put on by 

the members. About l5 were in the group at its inception, at first joining with young adults from 

the University Baptist and University Christian Churches and gradually adding new members. 

Even then we were an ecumenical group. 

We enjoyed many social activities together, such as camping at Mt. Rainier, the Daffodil Parade 

in Tacoma, trips to state parks and the Sunday evening programs in Preston Parlor. This group 

turned into a sort of “matrimonial bureau” as several of our members found their spouses in this 

group: Wayne and Alice Phipps Smith, Jim and Millie Gertsch Pluntze, Jim and Donna Jean 

Modahl McGee, Raymond and Barbara Dean Ketel, Don and Sue Phipps Cone, Jerry and Floy 

Carter, and Dale and Arlene Reynolds Swanson. To this day we have remained good friends and 

meet once a month for lunch at a restaurant. Some of us are now in the “In-Betweeners,” 

formerly known as “The Meriweds.” 

 

Meriweds/In-Betweeners 
By Arlene Swanson 

eriweds was formed in the early l950's as mainly a social group at U. Temple. It was 

comprised of newly-married couples, and attendance was sometimes as high as 40 or 

more. Some of the names that come to mind as original members of this group are: Joe and 

Charlotte Matsen, Maurice and Carol Lawson, Phil and Shirley Ann Laudan, Jack and Arlene 

Alton, Bill and Bettylee Cramer, Dale and Jo Foster, and Ken and Barbara Dean. 

There were many social activities among the members, including family Easter egg hunts, 

potlucks, Christmas parties, etc. The Meriweds were also in charge of putting up the Christmas 

tree and decorating the sanctuary for Christmas, as well as other service projects around the 

church. 

As time went on, some of the members had lost their spouses through death, and it was 

suggested by Jo Foster that we should change our name to be more inclusive of the single 

members of our age group. She suggested the name “The In-Betweeners.” Since that time, the 

name stuck and we have included a wider circle from University Methodist Church. The 

Valentine dinner, prepared by the men with entertainment organized by David Van Zandt, has 

been a highlight of our activities, as well as the Christmas dessert potluck which has been a 

favorite over the years. It always includes a white-elephant gift exchange, the singing of 
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Christmas songs, a program rendered by members of the group — and generally, a wonderful 

time around the Christmas tree.  

We all very much enjoy the mixture of ages. Many of the current members were members of the 

young adult Beacon Club which was formed about 50 years ago. 

 

The Temple Twos/The Collection 
By David Hoff 

emple Twos was started one evening in 1973 when Eleanor and Mel Finkbeiner invited 

several young married couples, many in grad school at the UW, to the Parsonage. At the 

meeting they suggested that the couples might want to form a social group. They did. 

The original members of Temple Twos included Diane and David Hoff, Eunice and Curtis 

Ferrence, Sylvia and Guy Thompson, Linda and Marty Penhallegon, Emmy Lou and Drew 

Sawyer, and Suzanne and Neal Nelson. Other couples who joined shortly thereafter included 

Virginia and Larry Erickson, Val and Bob Peterson, Vicky and John Kingston, Jan and Grey 

Snyder, Lorna and Scott Wallack, and Chris and Bob Garrison. 

Some in the original group had been long time Temple members, some had just recently joined 

— attracted to the church in no small part by the excellent childcare that was provided during the 

11 am service (there were three in those days: 8:30 am, 9:30 am, and 11 am) by Anna Belle 

Shaw. The makeup of the group was fluid since many members were graduate students who left 

the area after they received their advanced degrees. 

The group would meet periodically, sometimes for picnics in the park (Gasworks, Luther 

Burbank, etc.), sometimes for movies and popcorn in our homes (pre-DVD — 16 millimeter 

movies rented from the library), sometimes at church for a work session. As the years passed, the 

group began to include more and more members who did not necessarily come in twos. In 1981, 

the Temple Twos changed their name to “The Collection.” 
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UTUMC - Methodist Men Organization 
By Russell Fosmire 

uring the 1950's and 1960's the Temple had an active and large Methodist Men 

organization. It was in one way the counterpart of the women’s organizations that have 

always been ongoing with various names such as the Women’s Society of Christian Service, 

United Methodist Women, etc. The Methodist Men mostly met once a month for a dinner and 

speaker. The speaker was usually the big attendance draw and therefore was a well-known 

person. Two I remember were both members of our church — Professor Lauren Donaldson and 

Coach Jim Owens of the University of Washington. Dr. Donaldson was head of the U. of W. 

Fisheries School and an internationally renowned expert on salmon reproduction and species 

preservation. Coach Owens was the very successful football coach who took the Husky team to 

the Rose Bowl during his time here. 

The Methodist Men also supported various activities in our church such as Wesley House and 

ongoing charitable activities of the church. The group was very large at the time with over 100 

men at most of the monthly dinners. It was possible to raise money for activities support and to 

recruit men for work parties on projects about the church property. 

Unfortunately the men’s group grew smaller and weaker in the late l960's and finally 

disappeared altogether in the early 1970's. Much of the blame for the decline was placed on the 

disagreements over the Vietnam War, disagreements over Wesley House, and the big time 

disruption of TV. 

 

Temple Men: The “Working Methodists” 
By Jack Streckenbach 

n its 1951-52 annual report, the Temple Men reported that their yearly activities had begun 

with a golf tournament and that a dinner meeting featuring a speaker was held each month. For 

many years, the Temple Men also presented an annual $500 check to the University of Puget 

Sound scholarship fund. 

In the mid 1950’s, I was president of Temple Men during construction of the new part of the 

church north of the narthex — the Education Wing. It was decided between The Temple Men 

and the general contractor that there were many tasks that the men of the church could perform 

to reduce the total cost of construction. It was my job to break these tasks down into several 

types of activity and assign a foreman to each with crews of volunteers to help. A call was made 

to all men of the church to sign up for tasks within their capabilities. Among the types of work 
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included were the installation of ceiling and floor tiles, wall painting, cabinet-making, outdoor 

landscaping, etc. 

Within fading memories of those activities 50 years ago, it is remembered that Oscar Rosenquist 

was in charge of the landscaping crew while I teamed up with Temple member Dick Laursen, 

who was a professional cabinet-maker. Dick and I decided to take on the job of building all of 

the choir-robe cabinets, as well as cabinets in all of the church Sunday school rooms and the 

church office. We moved our own power and hand tools into what later became the choir 

rehearsal room in the basement and headed up the building of dozens of birch wood cabinets. 

Typical of the spirit of the volunteer workers was retired member Bill Morgan who said, "There 

are two kinds of Methodists—eating Methodists and working Methodists, and I’m a working 

Methodist." 

The total result of all of these work parties was a sizeable reduction in the overall cost of 

completing the new building, and it gave dozens of men of the church a sense of pride and 

accomplishment. 

Subsequent to completing the new Education Wing, I continued contributing my efforts to a long 

list of wood-working projects around the church. These have included the communion table in 

the sanctuary, the name-tag rack, three triangular literature kiosks and the padded bench under 

the children's window in the Narthex. I also built several speakers' podiums for use throughout 

the church and a communion table and music stand for the Early Christians' service. One of my 

last projects was a rather complex pair of height-adjusting blocks for the sanctuary pipe organ 

bench at the request of David di Fiore. 

 

ROMEOs: The “Eating Methodists” 
by David Van Zandt 

t was the year 2000 — a new millennium. The ladies of “Tuesday Noon” were meeting at my 

house for their monthly “blast.” And where was I? Trying to disappear, I was in the bedroom 

behind closed doors, reading the newspaper and nibbling on my “lunch” of potato chips and a 

peanut butter sandwich. Laughter was emanating from the ladies in the dining room as the 

Tuesday Noon Group shared stories, many relating to their husbands' activities (or lack of). 

The contrast with what the ladies were doing and eating was striking. It crossed my mind that 

many other husbands were probably also “making do” on this Tuesday noon. “It doesn't have to 

be this way,” I thought. So taking a little initiative (unlike me), I picked up the phone and called 

several men who I knew were retired, and asked if they could join me somewhere for a good 

lunch on days when the ladies were having “Tuesday Noon.”  

I 



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 4. Memories and Reflections   

 

 - 98 - 

This was the start of ROMEOS. The “name” (Retired Old Men Eating Out) was suggested by 

Marian Towle. Once a month I telephoned everyone as to where and when we were meeting for 

lunch, but that was very time-consuming. We began using e-mail because almost everyone had 

it, and I could send out the information, whether the guys were home or not, with a single stroke 

of the finger. 

Sometimes one or two men would forget where we were going, and show up at the wrong place. 

The problem was easily solved by always meeting at Tony Roma's (Northgate) at 12:30 pm. The 

management and I then “negotiated” a nice discount off the menu prices. Men celebrating their 

birthdays in the month of our meeting received an additional discount off their bill, a free mud 

pie dessert, and a bottle of bar-b-q sauce. Tony Roma’s closed in 2008, and we now meet at 

Marie Callender's (Northgate). Second Tuesday of every month at 12:30 pm. Come join us! 

ROMEOS has only one raison d'etre — to enjoy a pleasant lunch in the company of a great 

group of friends. We have no officers, no program, no dues, and no agenda, so no one leaves 

saddled with any new responsibilities. Twenty-two men receive the ROMEO alerts, and typically 

13-15 are able to come. 

Don’t be confused if you see us referenced as “Temple Knights of the Groundround Table,” 

“Lords of the Onion Rings,” or “Lords of the Fries.” We call the waitress “Juliet,” have a short 

ceremony for birthday honorees, and all share in the free dessert. It's all in good fun. For me, 

ROMEOS is the highlight of the month! 

 

The Tuesday Noon Group 

eeting the second Tuesday of each month, the Tuesday Noon Group has a history of more 

than 30 years. It began as an organization for women with school-age children. The group 

still includes many of the same women— many of who now have school-age grandchildren. The 

tree that lights up the Narthex each Christmas season features Chrismon ("Christian monogram") 

decorations, Christian symbols that were made in the 1970s by women in the Tuesday Noon 

Group under the direction of Ednamae Turner, mother of Temple member Alyson Turner 

Howser. The tree is decorated and displayed each year in memory of Lloyna Mae Turner, 

Alyson's older sister who died in the 1960s. 
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The Tuesday Noon Group Chrismon Tree 
By the late Edna Mae Turner 

he Chrismon Christmas tree was originated by the Lutheran Church of the Ascension in 

Danville, Virginia. They have designed the Chrismons and written several books of 

instruction and explanation. The first book in the series is called “The Basics” and it is the book 

our Chrismons came from. In each book the designs became increasingly complicated. 

The word Chrismons comes from the words Christ's Monograms. The original idea was to use 

only monograms of Christ to decorate the tree, however a few other symbols of the early church 

were added to tell a more complete story. The first Chrismon Tree was in the nave of the Church 

of the Ascension in 1957. Since then they continue to add new designs, as they always feel there 

is something new to say about God. All Chrismons are made in combinations of white and gold. 

White is the liturgical color for Christmas and refers to our Lord's purity and perfection, gold to 

his majesty and glory. We point to Christ as the light of the world by using tiny white lights on 

the tree. The evergreen symbolizes eternal life. The Chrismon tree is complete only when those 

who see it understand its meaning. 

No particular artistic skill is needed to make Chrismons, although one should have the self 

discipline to work carefully. Any woman or girl who can sew enough to make a dress, any man 

or boy who can fashion a screen, or any person who can play a hymn on a musical instrument 

has all the manual dexterity that is needed. The important thing is that you have the self-

discipline to work carefully. If you follow the directions step by step, and have the proper tools 

(which are not hard to buy nor expensive) I believe anyone can make them 

The author of the book we have says she only hopes that any Chrismon maker finds half as much 

joy in making these decorations as she did. Speaking for myself, I have never participated in a 

more fulfilling, exciting or joyous project. For me every minute was thrilling, and working with 

the Chrismons, trimming the tree each Christmas and even taking it down and packing each one 

away remains so after fourteen years. Another benefit that comes from Chrismon making is the 

wonderful friends you make. You have something very special in common. Even though I see 

little of some of the girls with whom I worked when making our Chrismons, I still feel very close 

to them and I have a very special feeling for each one. 

Now that you know about the Lutheran Chrismon tree, I'll tell you about the University Temple 

Chrismon tree. 

After Dr. Finkbeiner's first Christmas at the Temple in 1973, he expressed disappointment to 

some of the members in the fact that we did not have more Christmas decorations. He apparently 

said it to the right people. Merrill Ann Hutchinson had heard of the Chrismon book and procured 

one for us. The Lutheran Church of the Ascension will sell you a book of instructions and give 
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you permission to make them with the stipulation they are not to be sold. The designs are 

copyrighted. 

In the spring of 1974 Jo Foster brought the book to a Tuesday Noon Group meeting and Jeanette 

Ashby brought Chrismons that her family had received as Christmas gifts. I had seen a Chrismon 

Tree, thought it was the most gorgeous tree I had ever seen, but was unable to find out anything 

about it. We decided to tackle the project and the decision was made that in order to finance our 

efforts we would each pay fifty cents per meeting. We decided on our first design — Shaw — 

and that we would buy sufficient material for 12 Chrismons of that design. That is when reality 

set in. On my first buying trip I spent $25.00. With from six to twelve members attending 

meetings on the average at fifty cents each it would take a while to pay for the first Chrismon 

and we would be sitting with nothing to do. 

We decided to have a garage sale to raise money. We took a twenty five percent commission on 

all items. Ten cents and under were a donation. It was a resounding success so we had a second 

sale in the fall. I can't remember the exact figures, but at each sale our proceeds were at least 

$650. 

I believe we started work on the Chrismons at the April meeting. We worked during meeting 

time in May and June. During July and August we met once a week to work. We set up shop in 

my recreation room and any one came that could. Some members worked at home. Jo Foster 

made eleven Epiphany Stars. Dorothy Trondsen made five fish. Bonita Dennison and others 

worked also, but unfortunately I can't tell you who they were. Finding materials proved to be an 

unexpectedly difficult job. We had decided not to use Styrofoam as we felt it was too fragile. 

The route we took was the more expensive, but we are all sure after fourteen years that it was the 

right choice. 

We haunted garage sales for parts. As we traveled to any of the small towns around Seattle we 

shopped for materials. I found several items in Spokane. When we found plain white beads we 

painted them with pearlized paint. We improvised. Alice Smith found some small white bracelets 

and Joan Van Zandt designed the Chrismon cross within a circle. Alice Smith's daughters 

contributed some of their beads, and Arlene Swanson gave us a shoebox of gold beads which we 

had been unable to buy. Our first spool of beading wire was 59 cents. When we went to replace it 

the cost was $2.50 at the same store. Alice Smith brought me the “Chrismons for Every Day” 

book and it has many possibilities. Pictured are Chrismons in frames, in arrangements, tops for 

wedding cakes and Chrismons on wreathes. 

When November came we were bound to have a Chrismon Tree, but according to our 

information we only had about half of the needed Chrismons. We made a few dozen pillion 

doves to fill in, and when we trimmed the tree we had sufficient Chrismons. The next fall the 

doves were sold at the UMW bazaar. 
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Because of the work I did in organizing and buying materials, the Tuesday Noon Group 

dedicated the tree to my daughter. Our family considers this an honor, but because our daughter's 

name is under the tree, it is no less your tree. The tree belongs to everyone; think of it as your 

personal tree. 

The tree which the Chrismons decorate can also bring a message at another season and it has 

served that purpose at the Temple. Such as converting a Christmas tree to a rough cross, which, 

during Lent, hangs where the tree stood at Christmas. Simply saw the trunk into two pieces to 

make the upright and arm beam. On Easter day this same cross can symbolize the resurrection, 

new life, hope and joy when it has been decorated with lilies, ivy and spring bulbs. The cross can 

also be decorated with Chrismons. 
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Reaching Across to the Campus… 

 
Wesley Club 
By Wayne McCleskey 

he student ministry has loomed large in U. 

Temple’s history from its earliest beginnings. 

In 1920, the Board of Missions of the Methodist 

Church purchased a block of land adjacent to the 

University of Washington for the development of a 

ministry to the campus under the guidance of the 

Wesley Foundation. One-third of the land was given 

to the Wesley Foundation campus ministry and two-

thirds to the church. Three homes on the church’s 

parcel were moved to the campus ministry’s parcel 

and, joined together with the two houses already 

there to make a student center named Wesley Club 

that included a residence hall for coed students named Wesley House. The student ministry was 

primarily supported by funds from the annual conference, and it thrived — first under the 

leadership of Rev. Stanley Logan (1921-1929), and then Rev. J. Randolph Sasnett (1929-1939). 

In 1939, Rev. Frank Goodnough was assigned as campus minister. Affectionately known as “Mr. 

G,” he served Wesley Club until his retirement in 1962. Mr. G was beloved by the Methodist 

students. His person and leadership influenced the lives of the Wesley Clubbers he encountered 

in significant ways, not the least of which was the large number of students who went into the 

ministry and the many others who became lay leaders in the Methodist church. 

During Mr. G’s ministry the residence hall housed about 30 coeds, and seven houseboys who 

worked 15 hours per week in exchange for room and board. This arrangement formed a hub for 

the campus ministry. About 200 students regularly ate lunch at Wesley House each day and also 

participated in Wesley Club programs. Wesley Club programming was varied and provided 

spiritual focus and social activities for involved students. 

After Mr. G retired, social pressures began to create ferment on campus and in our church 

communities as well. The transition of leadership seems to have been a difficult one and Wesley 

Club began losing out in the midst of the changes. By 1968, the future of Wesley House was in 

crisis. There were structural problems with the building as well, and in a close vote, the Wesley 

Foundation Board moved to tear down the building and construct a parking lot on the property 

that would provide income. However, they were determined that some day a Wesley student 

center would be recreated on that property. 

T 

Wesley House, home of Wesley Club ca. 1948. 
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Following the demolition of Wesley House, the program relocated to Covenant House, a United 

Ministries in Higher Education (UMHE) program supported by the Methodist church and six 

other denominations to meet the needs of students on campuses around the Pacific Northwest 

conference. By pooling financial resources and staff, it was hoped that the student ministry could 

strengthen and grow. That ministry developed for about a decade, but began to struggle as the 

Catholic and Episcopal churches withdrew their support from UMHE in favor of their own 

student ministries. 

In 1978, Lori Fowler, who was at U. Temple as director of Christian education, guided the 

efforts that were emerging to reestablish Wesley Club. It was believed that there was a need for a 

denominational focus in campus ministry after all. With only meager funding from the Methodist 

church, that ministry struggled along working primarily with Methodist students from the 

University. In 1982, Eleanor Brown became the U. Temple’s minister to college students and 

some funding from the parking lot was redirected to support that ministry. In 1983, George 

Fowler became the campus minister and the program again showed some growth. 

In 1987, I (Wayne McCleskey) was hired as part time Director of the Wesley Foundation 

Campus Ministry. I came on the scene just after a significant struggle for the parking lot income 

had occurred between Wesley Foundation, U. Temple, Campus Christian Ministry, the UMHE, 

and the newly formed Annual Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry. 

Wesley Club began to solidify in membership and a core group of graduate and undergraduate 

students soon formed. In 1988, the University Counseling Center was created in office space at 

U. Temple in response to the shortage of counseling services on campus. This low-cost, sliding-

fee counseling center served students, faculty and staff at institutions of higher education in the 

Seattle area. 

In 1988, the Goodnough Trust Committee was formed by alumni to work on connecting the 

alumni and to ascertain their desires for the future of Wesley Club. Under their guidance, two 

priorities emerged. One was to investigate the feasibility of constructing a building on the 

property to provide a home for Wesley Club; the second priority was to raise money to expand 

the Wesley Club program. A building planning committee was also created by the Wesley 

Foundation Board as alumni expressed their desires to use the property in better ways than the 

existing parking lot. 

By 1989, the demands of the program were exceeding the part time director’s time and energy, 

so funds were raised to hire a full time campus minister. In 1990, Suzanne Yates joined the staff 

in that position. In the four years that she worked at Wesley Club the ministry showed significant 

growth both in numbers and in programming. It was during this time that Wesley Club became a 

reconciling campus ministry, the sixth in the nation. In 1995, Susan Hager-Smith was appointed 

to the Wesley club student ministry and was a valuable addition till her departure in 2008 to 

serve as pastor of the Coby UMC near Port Orchard, Washington. 
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In 1995 the Board hired Gordon Berg as a consultant to help shepherd us through the daunting 

task of bringing to life a building on the property. The following year we volunteered to be part 

of a design project for a UW architecture class taught by Professor Susan Jones who was also a 

co-principal at the well-known Seattle architecture firm NBBJ. This class produced more ideas, 

drawings and models which began to shape the future of the project. 

In 1997, Prof. Jones helped us get connected to the UW Certificate Program in Real Estate 

Development. Our project was used as a “real life” way to study real estate development for 

some of the members of that program. In this study, we began to formulate the financing 

required to make the project feasible. Our desire was to have some retail space, space for 

Wesley, rental space for UW offices, and three floors of housing. We were disappointed that the 

findings were that the project would not financially support housing, so the design shifted toward 

an all office space building. 

We hired the Seneca Group as consultants for the project, since admittedly we did not have the 

expertise as a Board to make this happen. In 1999, we were granted a master use permit (MUP) 

by the City of Seattle to build a 6-story building that would house commercial rental space and a 

home for Wesley Club as well. The architectural design of the building included significant input 

from Rev. Sharon Moe and an architect hired by U. Temple. Rev. Moe and U. Temple members 

who also served on the Wesley Board contributed ideas on parking in the new building. The 

Wesley Board formally offered U. Temple the opportunity to provide capital to the project that 

would have resulted in additional parking places for the church’s use. The U. Temple Board of 

Trustees chose not to participate. 

The project suffered repeated delays because of protests and lawsuits by some in the neighboring 

community. Further, the economic “bubble” had begun to burst, “dot-commers” went bankrupt 

and real estate vacancies began soaring. In a matter of months, office vacancy rates fell from the 

mid 90 % range to about 70%. Vacancy rates were further driven downward by other new office 

buildings being built in the U. District. It was clear that the economics were no longer workable, 

and the building was put on hold. The repeated delays cost Wesley both money and time and the 

Foundation acquired a $200,000 debt. Because of the lack of funds coupled with a desire to 

continue the development of the property, we formed a Limited Liability Corporation with 

Seneca, to work together toward achieving our goals. 

Over the next few years, many options were considered, we were approached by UNICO, a 

Seattle property management company, and they were brought into the visioning process as a 

possible developer. After much dialogue and structuring of a way for Wesley to have space in 

the building but retain ownership of our land, the current plan emerged and Wesley signed the 

documents in April, 2004. The MUP that we had acquired expired, so UNICO moved through 

the application process and was granted a new MUP. This new project has resulted in the six 

story “Wesley Square” building presently under construction that will have with ground floor 

space for Wesley Club, retail stores, rental housing, rental office space, and parking 
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Financial Considerations. The Wesley Square building will convert the real estate we own into 

cash flow that will provide secure funding and a home for the Wesley Foundation student 

ministry for the foreseeable 

future. This will allow us 

income for our program that 

is not dependent on the 

tenants who might rent our 

parking lot or other outside 

sources. 

We had a long-term parking 

lot rental agreement with the 

UW Bookstore which was 

abruptly terminated by the 

store in June 2004. This left 

the Wesley Foundation in the 

very precarious position of having to quickly find a new tenant in order to maintain the income 

from the parking lot which is more than 80% of our budget. The indebtedness from this process, 

plus the increase in property taxes linked with the MUP’s value, has severely strained the budget 

and the resources of Wesley Foundation. Annual Conference and local church contributions have 

also dwindled. In 1963, for example, the Annual Conference was giving Wesley $23,000 per 

year. The Board of Higher Education and Christian Ministry is now giving Wesley $12,000 and, 

depending on the giving toward apportionments, this could decrease to less than $10,000. The 

strong alumni group that we cultivated back in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s is aging and 

dying. Fixed incomes and the decreasing number of donors has cut our funding from that source 

by 43% since we began. What we are doing here is to try to survive as a ministry. We are aware 

that University Temple and every other church in this Annual Conference is struggling with this 

same difficulty. The Wesley Board has striven to deal with these issues as a separate entity, not 

asking for help from the Conference, District or local churches. 

A Separate Identity. Another of the goals of our new building is to provide an identity for 

Wesley that is uniquely our own. It is our belief, as a board, that being housed in a church 

basement may be less inviting to many UW students. The Pacific Northwest is the most un-

churched area of the U. S., consequently only about a third of the students at UW would identify 

themselves as connected to a church. We believe that a more “storefront” identity will help us to 

attract students to our program. This will provide an accessibility to students that we do not 

currently have. 

The Temple has been extremely generous to Wesley over the years. For that we are deeply 

appreciative. We believe that having a home of our own will enhance our ministry and give us a 

degree of control of time and space that we do not currently have. We understand that U. 

Artists sketch of the George F. Russell Building (formerly Wesley 

Square) completed in August 2009. U. Temple  is on the right. 
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Temple’s needs are changing and that the space we are currently occupying could be renovated 

into rental property. With our current income stream, paying rent would be financially 

impossible for Wesley. 

The Future of the UMC depends on Campus Ministry. It is my hope that meeting together in 

dialogue will help to clarify misunderstandings that we both hold and to reconcile us as brothers 

and sisters in faith. Wesley Clubbers were some of the first volunteers for the Teen Feed and 

Shelter programs as they were identified as vital needs of the University community. They 

continue their involvement. Campus ministry is a vital part of the future of leadership in the 

UMC. Throughout its history, many Wesley Clubbers have entered the ordained ministry. 

countless others have continued their faith journeys after college to become active members of 

churches nationwide. The Wesley Club vision is to provide a unique surrounding in which to 

nurture college students’ spiritual growth and to help them prepare for a faithful lifestyle after 

college. 
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Wesley Club in the Late Forties: 
A Vital Methodist Student Ministry to the University of Washington22 

By Bill Gore 

he Campus Context. While the size of the University of Washington campus, in terms 

of acres of land, was more or less the same as it is today, it would not be misleading to 

assert that so much else has changed that it is a different institution today. Some of the dramatic 

differences are worth nothing:  

Size: The student body was about half the size of the roughly thirty-five thousand that it 

is today. More importantly, the numbers of graduate students was very much smaller, and 

the number of Departments and Schools was considerably smaller (the Jackson School of 

International Studies, a premier center for the study of global governments — with a 

primarily graduate student body — did not exist, for example).  

Facilities: The number of buildings and the number of square feet of space available in 

these buildings was modest if not actually minuscule in comparison with the present 

“world class” facility. The area now occupied by the Health Sciences (the Medical 

School, the Pharmacy, Dental, and Nursing schools - with their prestigious faculties and 

extensive research programs — was a golf course!) The expansive open area in the center 

of the campus known as Red Square lined by the Administration Building and Kane Hall, 

with its large amphitheater lecture halls that hold as many as seven hundred and fifty 

students, did not exist. In the same way, the Mountlake Parking area, with its capacity for 

almost ten thousand automobiles, was non-existent. (Tuition was $17.50 a quarter; a 

typical textbook was two or three dollars.) 

Academic Status: The University, now one of the world's major institutions of higher 

learning, was a well regarded but a distinctly second-class institution located “out there in 

the nation's Northwest ‘hinterland.’” Physically isolated - it took a long day of flying to 

reach the East Coast - and economically undeveloped (except for Boeing), Washington 

had little of the political and economic clout that it has today. UC Berkeley was the only 

major university on the west coast, and it would have been hard to imagine the 

appearance of programs such as the University's world-renowned Computer Sciences 

Department. 

While students from other countries were not unknown, it would have been impossible to 

imagine the numbers of students from around the world who today make up a significant portion 

of the student body. The concept of The Pacific Rim, with Seattle as a major center of trade, had 

                                                
22  What follows is not meant to be a history of Wesley Club but rather a description of its program in the years  

during the period immediately following WW II when Dotti and I were undergraduates.  

T 
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yet to emerge. Images of Seattle in the minds of those on the East Coast focused on “that far off 

place where it rains all of the time.” 

Another difference, one that bears more directly on the context in which Wesley Club carried out 

its programs, stems from the quite dramatic contrast between post-war America and the America 

of the twenty-first century. While secularism had an important place in society, religion had an 

equally important role in the nation's affairs. 

In the post-war period it was presumed that a graduation ceremony would begin with an 

Invocation and close with Convocation by a pastor from a church in the University District. A 

groundbreaking ceremony for a new building would include a Blessing from a clergyman. In-

coming students were asked to indicate their religious preferences and these were sent to the 

relevant student centers scattered around the edge of the campus. (It was the practice of pastors 

in cities around the state to send a letter to Wesley Club indicating that a member of one of the 

families in their congregation would be entering the University and this student would then 

receive an invitation to visit Wesley Club.) 

On a typical Sunday in the post-war years every pew in the sanctuary of University Temple was 

filled, and this tended to be the case for the half dozen other Protestant congregations in this area. 

Many students found a place in church; it was not unusual for a third of those in the Temple's 

sanctuary to be students during the school year. 

In short, the context within which Student Ministry was carried on at this time was very much an 

expression of the central role The Church had in the life of the nation.  

Wesley House. The Methodist Church had purchased the area between 15th Ave. NE and the 

alley running from 42nd NE to 43rd shortly after the end of World War I in an attempt to locate 

churches and student ministries adjacent to dozens of major campuses across the nation. There 

were a number of parcels, several with houses on them. The lots that made up the northern half 

of this area became the location for what would become University Methodist Temple while the 

southern half was set aside — in the deed — for a building for Wesley Foundation. 

The building that Wesley Foundation came to occupy was constructed in two or perhaps three 

phases. Initially two of the residences were moved to the comer of 42nd Ave NE and 15th and 

joined. This undertaking was carried forward by Rev. Gamble, probably in 1921; later two or 

three more of these homes (probably in 1923) were added to the existing structure to form the 

building that housed Wesley Club for more than four decades. The house nearest to the Temple, 

a comfortable two-story home, was set-aside for the Wesley Club director and his family.  

The second stories of these homes were remodeled several times so that in the end twenty-some 

rooms were provided for student housing while the basement contained several rooms for the 

house boys who staffed the building, along with areas for storage, and an area for three sawdust 
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burning furnaces — that had been coal-burning furnaces before their conversion. (Incorporating 

a dormitory facility into the building made Wesley House one of the few such facilities across 

the country and it would become an important element in sustaining the viability of the program 

over the years.) 

The main floor of the building was given over to a large dining area and adjacent kitchen, a 

recreational/game area (ping pong tables were a center of attention), rooms for studying, the 

director's office and several other offices where the business of the club was carried on by dozens 

of students who participated in planning and carrying on its programs. Above the alley on the 

south side of the building was a very nicely furnished library that served as a meeting and 

worship center. 

The clapboard siding on the original homes was retained, and it gave the building a modest 

demeanor, quite in contrast to the more elegant student structures on Fraternity Row north of the 

campus. While those who planned this development may not have intended it, the Gothic edifice 

that was the Temple, towered over the rambling structure below it as an architectural assertion of 

Methodism's presence beside this campus, suggesting that it was intended to serve as the 

surrogate for this more modest facility dedicated to student ministry. To those of us who thought 

of Wesley House as our “home away from home,” it was reassuring to have our own facility and 

program, but it was also reassuring to find ourselves located in the shadow of the imposing 

presence of this august Gothic reminder of the Everlasting Church. 

In the winter semester of 1947, a fire that destroyed the core of the Wesley Club building 

challenged the feelings of security we took from this arrangement. It left much of the building 

sufficiently damaged that the program was moved to the basement of the Temple while the 

director Rev. Frank Goodnough (“Mr. G”) negotiated a redesign and upgrading of the facility 

with the city fathers. It is indicative of the vitality of this program and the intense loyalty of 

Wesley Club's membership that the Board of Directors of Wesley Foundation, under the 

leadership of its Director, quickly set about to rebuild and refurbish the building. The final cost 

of the project — well over one hundred thousand dollars (a substantial sum at the time) — turned 

out to be several times the amount of the initial investment in the early twenties. Without all of 

the funds needed to complete the rebuilding, work was begun immediately and completed in 

time for the beginning of the following school year early in the fall of 1947. (“Mr. G” could 

often be found working along side those doing the remodeling in the mornings, putting off the 

start of his work day to personally oversee construction.) 

The remodeled building embodied a host of improvements: 

●  The whole of the basement area was excavated and a large general-purpose room 

established which served not just as an enlarged dining area but the venue for dances and 

a variety of other activities.  
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●  The south end of the building on the main floor was glassed in and filled with study 

tables where many students did some of their homework between classes as well as in the 

evenings. 

●  A formal chapel was put in place on the second floor above the study area with a 

capacity for almost a hundred worshipers. (It also became the site for the many marriages 

that were part of what Wesley Club was about - Dotti and I were thrilled to be the first 

couple to be married there, in late September, 1947).  

For those of us who were students, the relocation of the program to the basement of the Temple 

offered the promise of a lovely new facility for the coming year, but for those who carried out 

the planning, and the fund raising that would make the renovation possible, as well as the actual 

construction, all of this constituted a very considerable challenge. Funds from fire insurance 

provided a down payment on the construction contract, but it was the vision of the Director and 

the loyal members of the Board, as well as the support of the leadership of the Northwest 

Conference of the Methodist Church, that provided the considerable infusion of resources that 

produced the full funding for the project.  

One indication of the courage and determination of those who carried all of this forward is the 

fact that by the time the renovation was completed the fund raising efforts undertaken to 

capitalize it were so successful that there was no outstanding mortgage on the rebuilt facility. 

Needless to say, Board members were exuberant about this. It is not too much to suggest that this 

elegant new facility came to symbolize not just Methodism's presence on the western edge of the 

campus, but its significance in the larger functioning of the University. The leadership of the 

institution made clear their conviction that programs of this kind contributed in practical, down-

to-earth ways to the quality of “the University Community” as the host for not just the 

intellectual development of its student body, but the expectation that those who went from the 

campus into the work-a-day world would take with them well-rounded as well as intellectually 

self-sufficient personalities.  

The remodeled building came to house a program animated by an unstated commitment to 

supplementing the campus experiences of the hundreds of students who came through Wesley 

Club during the next two decades. While the strength of the program came from the efforts of 

those who facilitated it and those who took their place in it, Wesley House served as the host for 

these efforts. It has a cherished place in the memories of several thousand students whose lives 

came to be influenced during the time they spent there.  

The Director. The Reverend Frank Goodnough and his wife Margaret had come to Wesley 

Foundation from a Tacoma congregation in 1939. While some members of the Board of 

Directors addressed him as Frank, he was known as “Mr. G” and his wife was known as “Mrs. 

G” to all of those who found a place in this program.  
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Franklin Edward Goodnough was born into a family living in a working class neighborhood of 

Indianapolis, Indiana in 1898. His early years were made difficult by an economic depression 

that engulfed the nation early in the twentieth century. Illness in his family and the lack of job 

opportunities for his father forced him to drop out of high school during his second year to help 

support his family first by delivering telegrams and then by becoming the delivery boy for a 

neighborhood hardware store. During the four years he remained with the hardware store he 

gradually acquired some of the skills of a plumber, an electrician, a painter and a carpenter; and 

he earned deeply seated customer loyalty for his employer. Generosity became a life-long habit 

that evoked loyalty in everyone around him. His highly disciplined work habits became another 

hallmark of his personality.  

With the advent of World War I, he enlisted in the Marines and after a year of training found 

himself a private first-class in a machine gun company on the Front in Europe. It was a ‘blood-

and-guts’ kind of assignment and as one of the younger members of his company, Frank showed 

more than his share of bravery under fire. 

After he came home from the war the young veteran set about to obtain his high school diploma. 

On the advice of a teacher who had befriended him before he dropped out of school, he decided 

to attend a school in Chicago dedicated to providing a GED for returning veterans. Through the 

Methodist church he joined near this school, he met an elderly lady who lived alone in a large 

home that she was not able to maintain and for the two years that it took him to complete his 

school work, he lived in this house where he paid for his room and board doing chores that 

involved the skills he had acquired during his time with the hardware store ‘back home.’ He was 

given to saying, “The Lord had His Hand on my shoulder” when accounting for this good 

fortune; it was clear he felt the Lord had a hand in guiding this relationship for his landlady, as 

he called her, had been a teacher at one time, and she came to take an active interest in the way 

he learned to cope with academics. At the suggestion of his advisor at school, as well as with the 

encouragement of his landlady, he applied to DePaul College located not that far north of 

Indianapolis. Without full awareness of what he was doing, he undertook courses with some of 

the stronger and more rigorous faculty and the confidence he gained from doing well — often 

very well — in these courses encouraged him to begin to develop an independence of mind and 

spirit that would become another important characteristic of his being as a professional 

clergyman.  



From Tent To Temple  Chapter 4. Memories and Reflections   

 

 - 112 - 

It was while he was at DePaul that 

Frank became acquainted with 

Margaret Howe, born and raised in 

Michigan and a girl who shared 

some of his attitudes about hard 

work and humility. They met 

during their attendance at chapel, 

and began spending more and more 

time together.  In demeanor he was 

quiet and a good listener. Margaret, 

by contrast, was pert  and 

vivacious, as well as given to 

expressing herself — at times with 

some vigor. They married in June 

of 1925 as they were nearing the 

end of their time at DePaul. In part at Margaret's suggestion, but with the full support of several 

faculty, Frank had applied to Boston University's School of Theology and was accepted for the 

fall semester of that year.  

“We took all we could carry on the train from Chicago to Boston,” he once said; Margaret was 

quick to add, “This certainly did not amount to much.”  

The elegance of such intellects as Edgar Brightman and Borden Browne, two theologians of 

world renown, were scholars with a stature Frank had not encountered at De Paul, and he sought 

to engage them as much on their own terms as he could manage. “It was a time,” he said later, 

“when I tried my intellectual wings.” While he appreciated being exposed to the academic 

ferment that was characteristic of the School in those days, and while he came to discover some 

of the power of his fine intellect, Frank had little interest in “fussing over something about the 

size of the head of a pin.” He came to accept and embrace the power of his mind but at the same 

time he came to reject intellectual pedantry for its own sake. (It says something about this School 

of Theology that Dr. Martin Luther King would one day became one of its graduates.)  

To both of these partners, spirituality was, above and beyond all else, the basis for Christians to 

bond themselves together around a shared devotion to the entity Frank always called “The 

Eternal.” For all the knowledge and insights he took for this experience, his quiet, even humble, 

refusal to embrace ‘the power of the mind’ as having equal footing with the ‘power of the spirit’ 

probably represents the life-long impact the School had on his soul-and-being. 

Aside from pedagogy, however, the school presented this somewhat inexperienced mid-

westerner with a whole spectrum of career lines. It was characteristic of Frank that the more he 

learned about these alternatives, the more confidence he gained in the prospects of devoting his 

life to the duties that come with being a pastor to a congregation. His journey to self-discovery 

 

Margaret and Frank Goodnough, ca. 1950 
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included serving several small churches nearby, and these experiences came to show both of 

them that he had the social skills and the spirit and the determination, not to mention an inherent 

tendency toward interpersonal diplomacy, to carry out his pastoral duties. At DePaul Margaret 

had trained in education and her income from teaching covered their living expenses. Their first 

child, Edward, arrived in the winter of their third year in Boston. 

One of Frank's favorite stories was to describe the trip from Massachusetts back to Indiana — in 

a Model T Ford. “I drove most of the way,” he said, “and we made it in six days - including a 

stop over with friends in Chicago.” In 1928, in an automobile over highways engineered for 

forty-some miles an hour, this was an arduous trip to undertake with a six-month-old child. One 

of Margaret's favorite stories was to describe how she dried diapers by hanging them out the car 

window as they rode along. This trip was an indication of the kind of determination they shared, 

a trait that would carry them through many challenging times as their lives unfolded.   

Frank applied to churches in both the Northern California and Pacific Northwest Conferences 

and received offers from both jurisdictions. After consulting with family and friends they set out 

for Washington early in the summer of 1928, but this time they were venturing into a part of the 

country that neither of them had any familiarity with. “We were heading ‘Way out West,’” 

Margaret stated with some intensity. 

“Our first impression of the Northwest was how mountainous it was,” they both agreed. Indiana 

was a country of rolling hills crisscrossed by many small (and muddy) rivers, none of them 

having the breath-taking scale of the Snake or the Columbia. “Finding our way across all of 

those mountains and along the banks of those great rivers gave us a feel for the expansiveness 

that we found among many North westerners,” they said. Margaret confessed to feeling a little 

‘closed in;’ “why, often you couldn't see beyond the next turn in the road - it was a very strange 

feeling for a Hoosier.”  

Their first ‘charge’ was the Methodist church in what is still known as the Rainier Valley 

neighborhood of Seattle. Their daughter Peggy joined the family during this time. 

The leadership of the Pacific Northwest Conference must have seen the Goodnoughs as a 

promising young couple for they were soon assigned to a larger church — St. Paul's — in 

Tacoma. During the years they served the congregation it grew in numbers, but more 

importantly, in the breadth of its program — with a distinct emphasis on activities for young 

people and youth.. 

Methodism was a large and vital denomination and in the period following WW I and its 

Division of Student Ministry was a dynamic and innovative element of the denomination. 

Confident of its future and not without resources, Methodists allocated significant time and 

energy to a program they though of as “student outreach,” which led to the establishment of 

freestanding programs at dozens of campuses throughout the nation. The Wesley Foundation 
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program at the University of Washington had benefited from the denomination's commitment 

and in 1939, the Goodnoughs were approached about replacing the Rev. Randolph Sasnett, who 

had served as Director during a decade of significant growth. They had turned down an earlier 

invitation to take over the Wesley Foundation program at Oregon State in Corvallis a few years 

earlier because of a deep loyalty to St. Paul's, but when some of the congregation's leaders 

expressed their belief that this was an important Calling, they made the decision to move to a 

program where they would spend the rest of their career  -- retiring in 1962. 

The Program. “Student work,” as the Conference characterized this assignment, offered 

many contrasts to serving a traditional congregation. Program activities tended to be 

concentrated during the workweek, when students were on campus. Nurturing and serving the 

needs of individuals who were caught up in the sequestered enclave society provides for those 

pursuing higher education stands in marked contrast to the communal character of formal 

services of worship that were carried on in the traditional congregational setting “next door.” 

While there were some formal program activities at Wesley House, most of the experiences of 

those who spent their time there were not merely casual social interactions, but spontaneous 

social encounters between two individuals or small groups of individuals engaged in sharing 

their feelings about what they were engaged in on campus — and, at times, life more generally. 

In the idiom of today's youth, Wesley Club was a wonderful place to ‘hang out,’ and the primary 

emotional function ‘the Club’ served was the same as these settings do today; providing 

reassurance and support from peers.  

From “Mr. G's” perspective, there was an essential complementarity between what took place at 

Wesley House and what took place at University Temple. He viewed the more formal worship 

activities at the Temple as directed toward a collective nurturing of the spirituality of the 

congregation as 'a community of Believers'. Whereas, in his mind, Wesley Club's program was 

devoted primarily to sustaining young people who were engaged in a grand adventure focused 

primarily on the development of the intellect. For the “G's” ‘the Club’ was, above and beyond 

anything else, a community which offered a variety of services — only some of them having any 

manifest format — to those who came to find themselves confused enough to feel concerned 

about “where I really ought to be going with my life while I am a student.”  

In his one-on-one sessions with students the looming (for many of us lurking would be a more 

accurate term) issue, almost never talked about in any concrete terms, concerned where a student 

might want to find him/herself at the point where graduation marked the end of their journey 

through this enclave where the imperatives imposed by a work-a-day world were set aside. If he 

was chary about raising this as an issue, “Mr. G” was often assertive about the question he felt 

had to be addressed if one were to move beyond being confused: “What kind of a person do I 

want to become as a result of the enormous exertion required of me to obtain a degree?” 
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Though few of us who took advantage of his counsel had any real awareness of it, “Mr. G” 

brought an invaluable asset to these encounters for he was a person with a fine and well 

developed intellect. While he went to some pains to avoid anything that could be thought of as a 

“display” of his intellectual capability (in a manner that might be seen as imitating the self-

conscious intellectuals students met in their classrooms), he represented a valid model for those 

who had a need for a more holistic view of themselves in settings where one's fortunes rose and 

fell depending upon the rather artificial criteria of ones cumulative grade average. 

Both of the “G's” shared a respect for the place of the intellect in a successful life, but both were 

sensitive to the over-riding importance of a well-developed self, what is today thought of as an 

actualized identity, as the context within which one could fruitfully consider some of the 

profound questions that are inescapable as one sets about to use one's intellect. In their view, it 

was misguided to pursue the development of ones intellect without at the same time seeking to 

reach a level of self-awareness that would allow one to be selective about the goals to which a 

well-trained mind should be devoted.  

It was within the context of this perspective that they came to what they felt was the proper 

object of this program to which they devoted their considerable energies. One of the ways they 

sought to sensitize students to some of the questions they felt were being overlooked on campus 

was to bring Guest Speakers to ‘the Club.’ While this seldom amounted to more than half a 

dozen visitors a year, the “G's” saw to it that those who spoke, often with some passion, pointed 

out the dry, aridness of an intellect that was not articulated by a vibrant spirit and a well 

developed conscience.  

If a collective spirituality was the focus of much of what took place at the Temple, one way to 

characterize the central concern to which the “G's” keyed their efforts might be thought of as 

‘applied spirituality’ — by which they meant considering Christian values when one was 

thinking through a life-defining decision. Though they would never have put their concern in this 

way, to them, spirituality as it is celebrated in formal settings has some of the character of an 

ideology. To “Ms. G.,” especially, spirituality was a much more practical, even down-to-earth, 

mind set whose value was to be found not just in the perspective an individual relied on in 

grasping his/her world, but as an animating element not only in what one did but in the way one 

felt about oneself as a result of what one did — and did not do. 

“Mr. G” gave voice to his conception of all this by talking, with some passion, about ‘spiritual 

awareness,’ a sensitivity to being patient, compassionate and above all seeking to express 

Christian values in the course of one's daily life. He was forbearing with those who sought to 

define or describe themselves by invoking elements of scripture, and his grasp of the Bible 

allowed him to quote scripture with the best of them when he was moved to —which was very 

seldom — because for him the challenge of living a life keyed to one's Christianity was found in 

the activities in which one invested one’s energies. 
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“Intellectualizing for its own sake has never appealed to me” he once said — in an 

uncharacteristic moment of candor. He could have added, “I know there is a place for this in 

scholarship, and certainly thoughtful and even philosophical consideration of some of the issues 

that Life presents is a worthy undertaking.” But for him there was no question but what 

“Following Jesus Christ involves engaging others, and being available to them in times of 

spiritual need.” 

For the “G's,” the means by which they sought to realize this aim was to sustain Wesley Club as 

what they thought of as a Fellowship, a community where any student from any background 

(many of them without any church connection before arriving at the University) could find a 

sense of assurance in the face of the jumble of uncertainties that awaited them on campus. To the 

“G's,” the reassurance that they valued came from sharing in the development of spirituality in a 

setting where support and tolerance and patience were pervasive. For them Fellowship was a 

process where one had the opportunity to learn how to infuse the formal knowledge that is 

obtained through one's studies, knowledge through which the reach of one's intellect is expanded, 

with a sense of the manner in which “knowledge” and “knowing” could go into process in a way 

that enriches (as they liked to put it) the meaning of one's life experiences. 

Though Fellowship was often a somewhat ephemeral by-product of the myriad of encounters 

between members of ‘the Club,’ there were a number of carefully structured activities, 

constituting its formal program. These not only promoted a sense of being members of a 

participatory community — one where the membership took responsibility for the community's 

program — but constituted what would today be thought of a “sense of ownership” of this 

setting. 

The largest, and sometimes most uproarious activity at Wesley Club, was lunch. Five days a 

week it was served, family style, a little after twelve, in a room filled with those familiar folding 

tables seating eight that one finds in virtually every church. Rosie, the cook, was a loving, 

joyously out-going, black woman who, with the assistance of three houseboys, provided the meal 

for one hundred and fifty and sometimes as many as two hundred busy students. After the meal 

had been served, she would circulate among the tables and her presence was always a time for 

celebrating the blessings of a devoted staff.  

“Singing,” the “G's” held, “is one of the most meaningful ways to express the joy of being 

alive,” and lunch would often conclude with everyone's joining in. Hymns were less frequently 

heard than the kinds of songs one learns during a week at summer church camp. Spirituals were 

often sung in harmony, and with quiet dignity. On a Friday before a ‘big game’ Husky fight 

songs would make an appearance. 

What is today thought of as inclusiveness was one of the dominant characteristics of this 

gathering. An unstated aim of the lunch hour was getting to know others. Those who ‘had been 

around a while’ expected to take a seat next to someone they did not know and get acquainted.  
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In the same manner, the “house girls” — as the women who lived upstairs in the dormitory area 

were called — had well developed ways of making a woman whom they did not recognize 

welcome. The presence of a well-organized group of coeds became a source of reassurance to 

any newcomer, many of who would eventually move in with those they had come to see as 

friends. The house girls represented a significant pool of varied talents — outstanding students, 

artists and musicians, would-be scientists (at a time when this was somewhat audacious), 

teachers-to-be, and not a few women whose natural leadership talents had surfaced in high 

school and found expression in some form of leadership in ‘the Club.’ 

In addition to informal associations among the women who lived in Wesley House, there was 

Kappa Phi, a national women's group that included many of those who lived at ‘the Club’ but 

also many who found it meaningful to have a manifest tie to Methodism. “Mrs. G” was the 

sponsor for Kappa Phi and it came to reflect some the vitality as well as the spirituality that she 

so gladly shared. Over the years Kappa Phi carried out a variety of good works that expressed the 

commitment of its membership to helping others. 

There were, as well, upstairs residents who expressed themselves by making sure than any male 

newcomer was introduced to friends who were only too glad to make him aware of the many 

couples scattered around the lunchroom. “No one ever meant this to be a dating service”, “Mrs. 

G.” remarked, “but it certainly seems to work out that way at times.” Throughout the late forties 

“Mr. G” spent his summers presiding over marriage ceremonies between these couples, as well 

as for Wesley Club members who had paired off with someone else. (At one point during his 

retirement, he estimated he had performed something like 1,000 marriages during his years at 

Wesley Club. Reminiscing about all this, he noted that near the end of his career he found 

himself marrying the children of some of these couples.”)  

“Lunch time”, as everyone thought of it, was only the most inclusive part of the many-sided 

program carried on at Wesley Foundation, however:  

●  On Sunday evenings there was an informal worship service, called the Fireside Service 

(it took place in front of the fireplace in the Library) that was planned and carried off by 

students. While the numbers were a modest two or three dozen attendees, to many this 

opportunity to worship with age cohorts was a welcome alternative to a formal church 

setting. (Several times this number attended services at the Temple Sunday mornings.)  

●  Dances and other social events were a popular part of the program, with the lunchroom 

decorated by the house girls and turned into an impromptu dance hall or the site for an 

evening musical.  

●  Student led bible-study was another staple of the program, where those with an interest 

in the scriptures met in small groups, which while the tone of the discussion might seem 

casual to an outsider, often had a lasting impact on the character of the spirituality of 
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those who participated. One of “Mr. G’s” favorite maxims asserted that, “Much more 

religion is ‘caught’ than can ever be ‘taught,’” and the life-defining experiences of these 

informal study sessions attested to the power of his precept.  

●  Summer work camps were another regular part of the program. Groups of a dozen or 

more students would mobilize themselves to spend a week or two helping some local 

church (many of these were not only rural but far removed from Seattle). Given the skills 

veterans brought with them, it was not uncommon to build an addition to a small church 

or remodel some portion of a larger building. Summer camps with under privileged 

children were an example of “practical spirituality” in an ennobling form. Over the years 

Wesley Club members found their way to such distant places as Alaska, Peru, and 

Mexico under the aegis of what had following WW II come to be the church’s Methodist 

Student Movement — a full blown and salient element in the denomination. (“Mr. G.” 

would never dwell on it, but after the war he would come to have a good deal of 

influence on the character of MSM — though he never took a formal leadership role in 

it.)  

●  Skiing outings in the winter and hikes and camping expeditions in the summer were 

still other examples of the vitality and sharing that animated fellowship in ways that were 

casual and rewarding, but which often enough carried implicit imperatives about 

spirituality into practice. 

One of the only activities at Wesley Club that was not student planned and energized was “Mr. 

G’s” counseling sessions. Identity crises are a normal and natural — even necessary — part of 

college life and the only time the door to his office was ever closed was when “Mr. G” was 

seeking to assist someone with an emotional or social or academic problem. While this kind of 

support was crucial to individuals at one time or another, nothing was more characteristic of 

Wesley Club than the genuine and pervasive “spirit of caring” that went into process as students 

took an interest in each other’s difficulties, ‘standing with’ each other in the face of the very real 

emotional perils posed by matriculating. 

Spiritual Development. One way to point to the uniqueness of Wesley Foundation in the 

late forties is to note that the expectations shared by the members of a congregation become a 

form of quiet and often even gentle pressure to manifest the prized values of the church in their 

behavior. Students of organization speak of “organizational culture”, by which they mean a 

framework of shared beliefs, shared norms, and shared expectations that serve as a blueprint for 

what “being a Christian” means in this setting. 

Wesley Club Directors Through the Years 

Stanley G. Logan 1921-1929 George C. Fowler 1986-1987 

J. Randolph Sasnett 1929-1939 Wayne McCleskey 1987- present 

Frank Goodnough 1939-1962 Suzanne Yates 1990-1994 
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Blaine G. Hammond 1962-1968 Jeff Borg 1995 

George I. Jordan 1968-1970 Susan Hager-Smith 1995-2008 

Willie Jackson 1970-1979 Amy Wyatt 2008 - present 

Lori Z. Fowler 1979-1983   

Eleanor B. Schmucker  1983-1986   
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Reaching Out to the Community and the World… 

y the 1960's and 1970's, University Temple was facing new challenges. The University 

District was changing from a middle-class residential and shopping area to a district of 

transients, counter-culture, drug-use, homelessness, and crime. In 1968, the Temple's 

membership peaked at 2,038 and then began a gradual decline. 

Changing conditions brought challenges, but also new opportunities for community service. In 

the late 1960’s, the Temple began a cooperative day-care program for children, organized and 

run by Bonita Dennison to serve working and student parents and their children. A more 

ambitious undertaking was Temple Day Care, begun in 1970 for the same purpose. This program 

has continued as an important service to the community and is now called University Temple 

Children's School. 

The annual Human Needs Appeal, begun in the 1960's, gives Temple members an opportunity to 

pledge their financial support to several Seattle-area community-service organizations in addition 

to supporting the regular church budget.  

The Temple in this period also reached out to the wider world by sponsoring refugee families 

from countries such as Poland, Vietnam, Eritrea, and Cambodia.  

In 1970, the Temple tried to reach street people with a coffee house known as Zach's Place, in 

the basement room at the south end of the building called “The Cage.” The coffee house, 

operated by John Breithaupt, was described as “the best method we have at the moment to 

develop communication with 'the street people' and to say “we are interested in you as persons.” 

In 1989, the Temple joined Teen Feed, a program operated by the University District churches to 

provide hot meals to street-involved teenagers.  

In 1991, an early morning Sunday worship service was envisioned, tht would offer an informal 

atmosphere, alternative forms of worship, contemporary music, and breakfast. A contest was 

held to choose a name for it and Walt Kugler and Pastor Richard Eslinger thought up the 

winning title — “Early Christians.” After much preparation, the first Early Christians service 

was held January 26, 1992. About 50 people participated in breakfast and worship the first 

Sunday; about 60 were present a week later and about 70 the third week. 

In January 1992, several young mothers at University Temple established a “Circle of Moms” to 

meet the needs of young parents and their children. Led by Patty Farrell, the circle met once a 

month for study, speakers and socializing. Today (2009), Circle of Moms is a UMW circle 

coordinated by Laura Baumgartner. 

B 
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The Maasai Environmental Resources Coalition (MERC) in Kenya has long been a significant 

part of the congregation’s ministry. MERC, founded through the efforts of U. Temple member 

Meitamei Dapash, is a coalition of grassroots organizations in Maasailand, East Africa. It 

advocates for the Maasai in their effort to preserve the unique ecosystem of land, rivers, wildlife 

and community which people from around the world visit on safari. Our support has helped 

block destructive patterns of hunting and poaching and of consumptive land use, and is building 

new patterns of tourism, education and cooperative systems between government and local 

community. This work in Kenya is helping to promote legislation for protecting elephants (e.g., 

keeping ivory from being a market commodity), and protecting precious forest habitat. MERC 

has been a primary mission of University Temple for more than a decade. It allows us to be 

meaningfully connected to the globe, to support a movement toward a sustainable environment, 

to help an indigenous culture survive, and to work toward human rights and justice. A group 

from UT visited Meitamei and his MERC projects in Kenya and Tanzania during the summer of 

2003. 

In 1997, Rev. Katie Ladd became the Temple's first urban minister. Under her leadership, the 

church was involved in several projects to serve people in our urban neighborhood. In 1999, an 

overnight shelter was opened one night a week for homeless 18-25-year-olds. In 2000, the 

“Friday Feast,” a weekly dinner for homeless people of all ages, was begun. And as part of the 

Multifaith Aids Project (MAPS), a U. Temple team of up to 10 people lent support to persons 

living with AIDS. 

 

Missions Commission of UTUMC 
By Russell Fosmire 

he activities of the Mission Commission in the 1950's and 1960's were expanded from 

supporting Methodist Missionaries in foreign fields to include assisting displaced persons 

who were in large camps after World War II. How these displaced persons came to be displaced 

and in these camps must be explained to understand the post war problems Church Missions 

were assisting to solve. 

During World War II the German Nazi armies captured and were in control of most of Europe. 

As the war went on all German men from 16 through 60 years of age were pressed into service in 

the German armed forces to control these huge areas and to fight on all the fronts. Although they 

utilized women between these ages as workers in factories and farms, an extreme shortage of 

workers soon developed. The Germans took hundreds of thousands of workers from the captured 

areas and pressed them into work in German factories and farms to replace German workers 

gone to German armed forces. These captured people came to be known as “slave laborers” by 

T 
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the governments of countries allied with the United States. At the end of the war, they remained 

in German areas captured 1945 by Russia, France, Great Britain, and the United States. 

Also during the final war years, the capture of Eastern European countries by the Russians drove 

hundreds of thousands of frightened people to flee with the Germans and German armies into 

Germany. Following the end of the European part of World War II, both these people and the 

“slave laborers” were unhoused and starving in Germany along with the German populace. The 

allied armies immediately began to separate both of the groups into huge camps of refugees 

operated primarily by the three western allies—France, Great Britain, and the United States in 

the areas of Germany that they controlled. These people hated the Germans and were frightened 

of the Russians. It was believed there would be a huge bloodbath if they were not separated, 

housed and fed. Many thousands of theses people were returned to homelands in Western Europe 

including Scandinavia. The great remaining difficulty by 1950 was that most of these people 

from Eastern Europe, Baltic nations, Balkan nations, and Russian territories did not want to 

return to home areas devastated by war and controlled by Russian Soviets. Many agencies in 

other countries besides the US were trying to assist the Allied Armies to get these people out of 

the camps. 

The creation of the nation of Israel in British ruled Palestine was one of these efforts to relocate 

all of the dislocated Jews. Methodist Mission organization was one of many working on this 

effort. Our individual University Temple assisted two couples from this situation to relocate to 

Seattle by helping with transportation, employment and housing. While I was Chairman of the 

Missions Commission we helped a Polish couple to come and get settled. 

In this same time our Missions Commission also helped church members as missionaries. 

Merrillann Glass (Hutchinson), her brother Sam Glass Jr., and his wife Ann Glass went to 

Turkey to serve one year. Merrillann served as a nurse missionary in Izmir Turkey for over two 

years under the sponsorship of University Temple and the Methodist Mission Board. Merrillann 

later married David Hutchinson and both were active members of U. Temple Church for many 

years. 

 

The U. Temple Thrift Store 
By Dorothy Trondsen 

he Thrift Store began in the spring of 2000 as a high school junior community action project 

of Serianna Yelin. Serianna had the interest and backing of several UT members (Jean 

Poole, Betty Blakney, Rosemary Newell, Norm Miller, and her grandmother Dorothy Trondsen), 

who helped her with logistics, etc. When the store was established and her project complete, the 

mentors continued the mission. 

T 
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One of the goals was to provide clothes, housewares, linens, small appliances, books and 

miscellaneous items at minimal prices (or free if indicated), in a safe, caring environment where 

mutual respect and dignity were highly valued. One of the dreams, which was soon realized, was 

to provide a place, complete with free refreshments, where people could also gather for 

sociability and be treated with respect. 

Currently, the Thrift Store is open every Friday from 2-5 pm in Crowther Hall and serves up to 

150 people a week. The majority of the customers are homeless or marginalized. Patrons are 

encouraged to sit down and enjoy coffee and other refreshments. 

From the inception, prices were low (e.g. shirts: 50¢) or free. Since capital improvements and 

supplies were financed with donations, it was possible to give all of the sales proceeds equally to 

U. Temple for support of outreach ministry, and to ROOTS to help maintain the shelter program 

and Friday Feast. The first year of operation, the total proceeds were $800. In 2007, the total was 

$13,500. In addition, the store subsidized the cost of new underwear and socks for our 

customers. Over the years, as the customer base has increased, so has the donation base and now 

both the church and the community contribute to the store’s success.  

The involvement of the all-volunteer staff has also grown and in 2008 includes over 30 U. 

Temple members, and 15 homeless/marginalized/neighborhood people. ROOTS has contributed 

immeasurable moral support as well as space, and the passion and enthusiasm of all the staff 

continues at a high level. 

 

Rising Out of the Shadows (ROOTS) 
By Sinan Demeril 

he ROOTS Young Adult Shelter (RYAS) opened in 1999 at University Temple United 

Methodist Church as a result of church members, city officials and service providers 

identifying a significant unmet need for emergency shelter designed specifically for young 

people ages 18-25. Initiated as a labor of love by U. Temple’s associate minister Rev. Katie Ladd 

and several volunteers, the one-night-a-week shelter came to involve a broad cross section of the 

community and led to the incorporation of Shalom Zone Nonprofit Association as an 

independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. In early 2002, Shalom Zone hired its first program 

director and grew to three nights of operation weekly. Over the next two years, Shalom Zone 

expanded its Board of Directors to include several community leaders, the program director 

became the agency’s first executive director, and shelter staffing was significantly expanded. 

In 2004, Shalom Zone began doing business as Rising Out of the Shadows (ROOTS), a name 

inspired by the mural on the south face of U. Temple painted by shelter guests and UW students. 

As the number of homeless teens seeking shelter in the U-District dwindled, ROOTS’ 
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companion program, the University Youth Shelter (UYS), modified its age range to match 

ROOTS. By the end of the year, the two programs were merged at U. Temple and provided 

services to 18-25 year old young people seven nights a week in the same location. 

ROOTS’ other direct-service program, the all-ages Friday Feast, has been recognized by 

Seattle’s homeless newspaper Real Change as “the best of all soup kitchens” and celebrated its 

500th consecutive week of restaurant-quality meals in late 2005 and its tenth anniversary the 

following year. 

ROOTS is committed to serving homeless young adults (ages 18-25) in the University District 

who lack the essentials of food, shelter and clothing. ROOTS is also committed to the University 

District service-provider community, which is on the cutting edge of developing innovations in 

the collaborative delivery of human services to street-involved youth and young adults. To this 

end, ROOTS is an active partner in the University District Service Providers Alliance (UDSPA), 

a coalition of agencies working together to foster a more comprehensive continuum of services 

for the homeless, street-involved and disenfranchised young people we serve and support in 

Seattle's University District. The purpose of the UDSPA is to help member nonprofits share 

resources and work together efficiently as we pursue the shared mission of offering a full 

spectrum of compassionate, quality care to Seattle's homeless young people. 

ROOTS Young Adult Shelter (RYAS). RYAS provides 25 beds seven nights a week. Clean 

bedding and sheets, snacks, dinner and a hot breakfast, opportunities for personal hygiene 

(including laundry and showers) are provided. RYAS is the only shelter program in the city 

specifically addressing the needs of homeless young adults between the ages of 18 and 25. On-

site case management and referral to other support and transitional services, visits by healthcare 

providers (including public health nurse, acupuncturist, and massage therapist) are also provided.  

RYAS is a volunteer-based organization with a limited paid staff to coordinate and manage the 

program. Volunteer training and support are an important aspect. The shelter features volunteers 

who will listen without judging. The shelter relies on the strong support of local religious 

institutions, but religious programming is not included or expected of shelter guests. In 2007, 

shelter volunteers contributed nearly 20,000 hours of service. By providing volunteers an 

opportunity to give back to their community, RYAS also provides homeless young people with a 

chance to spend time with supportive and affirming adults, something many of them have never 

experienced.  

Friday Feast. Another volunteer-based program, Friday Feast, has been serving 150 meals each 

Friday evening since 1999 to whoever cares to come (no age restrictions). Another volunteer-

based program, the Friday Feast is prepared through the efforts of university students, church 

members, and its homeless diners, under the supervision of a ROOTS staff member. 
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Public Engagement: ROOTS is also committed to addressing the underlying causes of 

homelessness and to engaging the broader community in creating a more just world. To this end, 

it has put increasing effort into working with community-wide advocacy on homeless issues. The 

Executive Director of ROOTS is a member of the Advisory Board of the Interfaith Task Force 

on Homelessness and in 2007-2008 served as the co-chair of both the Seattle-King County 

Coalition on Homelessness and the Seattle-King County Health Care for the Homeless Planning 

Council, as well as the Board of Directors of the University District Ecumenical Campus 

Coalition. ROOTS is an active member of the University District Service Providers Alliance and 

participates in the Youth and Young Adult subcommittee of the Committee to End Homelessness 

— King County. 
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A Brief U. Temple Timeline 

1901. 15 families organized the University Methodist Episcopal Church in a tent. 

1902. Small wood frame chapel built by the minister and congregation. 

1907. New church on Brooklyn Avenue was built. 

1919. Lighted revolving cross installed, church remodeled, chapel joined to the main building. 

1923. Dr. Crowther appointed Pastor to lead a drive to construct our present building. 

1927. U. Temple constructed: Official name: University Temple Methodist Episcopal Church.  

1935. U. Temple saved from foreclosure. 

1939. UTMEC renamed University Methodist Temple (UMT). 

1947. Mortgage on U. Temple paid in full and papers ceremonially burned. 

1956. Construction of present Education Wing & Sander Memorial Chapel completed. 

1968. U. Temple membership peaked at 2,038. 

1968. Church renamed University United Methodist Temple (UUMT). 

1968. Wesley Club building razed. 

1970. Temple Day Care started (now University Temple Children's School). 

1977. Kimball pipe organ rebuilt. 

1979. Permanent Endowment Fund established. 

1988. University Counseling Center opened. 

1989. U. Temple joined Teen Feed, a program operated by the University District churches to 

provide hot meals to street-involved teenagers.  

1990. Frank Little memorial 43
rd

 Street Cornerstone Entrance designed and installed. 
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1995. Lift/ramp installed for handicapped access to Crowther Hall.  

1992. Early Christians Sunday worship service began. 

1993. All-Church Rummage Sale, September 17-18, netted $25,000 

1995. UUMT renamed University Temple United Methodist Church (UTUMC). 

1997. Peace pole installed in front of north entrance. 

1999. Overnight shelter for age 18-25 homeless youth opened one night a week. 

2000. Thrift Store began. 

2001. U. Temple's Centennial celebrated. 

2000. Friday Feast, a weekly dinner for homeless of all ages began. 
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Appendix 1 

 

Original Articles of Incorporation Issued by Secretary of State Sam Nichols in 1901 

granting University Methodist the status of a legally recognized church. Thomas 

Doubt was a founding member. 
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Appendix 2 
 

nton Geza Rez (1896-

1963),  the designer of U. 

Temple’s stained-glass windows, 

was an internationally famous 

artist and architect. Rez was born 

in northern Hungary and 

graduated from the College of 

Fine Arts and Architecture of 

King Joseph University in 

Budapest. 

 

In 1914, Rez was in Italy 

studying cathedral art when 

World War I broke out. He was 

called back home to become an 

officer in the Austro-Hungarian 

army and fought on the Russian 

front. He once lay wounded on the battlefield where a Russian officer spared his life by 

preventing the Russian soldiers from killing him as he lay helpless. Rez was taken prisoner, but 

escaped and later received several decorations for heroism and gallantry. 

 

Sometime after WW I, Rez emigrated to the US via India, China and Japan. After becoming a U. 

S. citizen, he came to Seattle where he established and headed the stained-glass department of 

the Fuller Glass Company. In this position, he designed and installed art glass in dozens of office 

buildings, churches, and private mansions throughout the West. In Seattle, his stained glass 

windows can be found in University Temple United Methodist Church, First Lutheran Church, 

University Christian Church, and the Acacia Park Mausoleum as well as in many private 

mansions. 

 

In the 1930's, Rez married Bentonia Green, daughter of Seattle pioneer Joshua Green, and 

established his own stained glass studio on Whidbey Island near Clinton. The couple eventually 

moved to Columbus Ohio, where Rez worked for the Owens-Illinois Glass Co. 

 

In the late 1950s, Rez and his family moved to California. He died in La Jolla in 1963 at age 67. 

Rez is survived by his son Robert Rez of La Jolla California (as of 1997). 

 

A 

Stained-glass artist Anton Geza Rez, wife Bentonia, and son Robert 

ca. 1952, Whidbey Island Washington. 


